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Grace is the life of all human efforts towards 
saiictification. The Lord worketli in us both to 
will and to do. Of this I have as intimate per- 
suasion as I have of my own existence, that man 
severed from his Saviour is a withered branch. I 
have as intimate persuasion as I have of my own 
existence that that line which I write or tliat 
thought which I turn over in my mind without 
heartily beseeching the permission, counsel, aid, 
guidance and blessing of the Spirit which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son to permit, 
direct and sanctify it, can be no part of my war- 
fare as a Christian, having in it nothing of vic- 
tory over the flesh. The temper of a Christian 
is the temper of holiness, and as we are tempted 
not every hour but every moment to say, do, or 
think something contrary to holiness, by the flesh 
lusting against the spirit, and as we have no 
power in ourselves to help ourselves, we must, if 
we would conform to Scripture, be always pray- 
ing, and live in the very spirit of supplication. 
But more particulariy when we are endeavouring 
to draw near to God, every step must be accom- 
panied with prayer, and, prayer itself supposes 
preventing grace. 

But though the Lord worketh in us botli to will 
and to do, He so worketh in us as to leave us free 
1 
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I agent3. From the time of baptism He worketh in 

' us all. Some obey Him, by willing and doing 

' that which He suggesteth ; others do not obey 

Him. Those who in obedience to His call seek. 

for greater degrees of grace, do not eeek in vain, 

for those who seek find, and to those who have 

I more is given. 

It is trne that much darkness has been thrown 
on this subject by inferences drawn or rather 
wrested from such texts as, He hath mercy on 
iBkorii he will have mercy^ and whom He tvill he 
hardeneth ; but besides that this and many such 
texts are matter more of encouragement than 
terror, and are applied by St. Paul to the preju- 
dices of the Jews to show that the Gentiles might 
be the objects of Divine g-race as well as they ; 
besides that the full import of their meaning and 
of the question which they may have been thought 
I to involve in no way concerns us, and is beyond 
I the reach of our understanding ; all theories 
built upon them which tend to preclude our ex- 
ertions and are repugnant to our free agency 
receive a clear and perfect confutation from these 
few words spoken by Light and Truth itself, Cmie 
unto me all ye that labour and are Iicavi/ laden and 
I will give you rest. Ask and ye shall receive, seek 
and ye shall find, knock and it shall he opened unto 
you. These beams from the Sun of Righteousness 
dispel all darkness from this subject, for these 
■words are not addressed to any particular class of 
persons, but to all; they do not discourage our 
b2 
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exertions, but call them forth ; they show that 
although without Christ we can do nothing, yet 
under His direction we can do much. If y^ abide 
in Tiie, and mif words abide hi you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fi'uit ; so 
shall ye be viy disciples. 

Accordingly, though Scripture goes to the root 
of the matter, saying, This is the mill of God, even 
our sanctification, it does not stop here. It lays 
down certain ordinances for our due observance, in 
which free scope is given and indeed required 
for the exertion of the natural faculties whidi the 
Lord hath given ns. As by His " special grace 
preventing us, He putteth into our minds good 
desires, so by His continual help (always given if 
it be sought) we bring the same to good effect." 

It is not therefore building otherwise than on 
scriptural foundation to ascribe great spiritual 
benefit to the diligent and devout exercise of these 
faculties in scriptural ordinances. So long as we 
have grace for our motive and grace for our end, 
they may be exerted safely and profitably in the 
work of our sanctification. 

Memory exerted on these principles, that is 
with preventing grace as the motive, and further 
degrees of grace as the end, is productive of much 
spiritual benefit. It is useful and indeed neces- 
sary in the observance of the ordinances of prayer, 
and reading the word of life. Those who pray 
much must know that memory is necessary in 
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Those who read much must know that 
memory is necessary in reading. 

But there is another ordinance in which me- 
■ mory is particularly useful ; I mean the ordinance 
^ef meditation. 

The light in wliich I wish to consider memory 
is in its subserviency to meditation, and in its 
particular function of learning and remembering 
I by heart ; but I wish to consider it in no other 
Fsense than under the conduct of grace, and in the 
spirit of supplication, and that every line learnt or 
rehearsed by memory should be accompanied with 
prayer. 
[ ; Meditation on the word of God is a sanctifying 
K ordinance, whose blessed effects the wise and good 
, all ages have discovered and acknowledged. 
W^saac went out at eventide to meditate in the field. 
It is the character of a good man that he delights 
in the law of the Lord, and that he meditates thermi 

■ day and night. St. Paul exhorts Timothy to 
fteditate upon these things, and give himself wholly 
fe them, that his profiting may appear to all. And 
in the parable of the sower, our Lord inculcates 
meditation as indispensable for maintaining the 
word of God in the heart. It is no disputable 
point but matter of Scripture that meditation is a 

spiritual and Christian ordinance. 

^^Lwe Meditation is not study, its aim being not so 
^^^Bpuch to know as to feel ; not so much to gain 
^^^Bight as to gain lieat ; it is distinguishable from 
^^^fcudv, as religion is from reason, or as a sini 
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which fertihzes from a sun which only shines. It 
is not prayer; though it be preceded and accom- 
panied by prayer. If we have been long accns- 
tomed, twice a day or oftener to call our former 
sins to remembrance, asking forgiveness of them, 
to ask for a supply of our own spiritual wants, to 
examine into, confess, bewail and ask forgiveness 
for our daily derelictions from the standard of 
goodness, to intercede in spirit for others, and to 
render thanksgiving for the loving kindnesses of 
the Lord in our creation, preservation, and re- 
demption, this is not meditation, but prayer ; this 
is a proper preparative to meditation ; but not 
meditation itself. Prayer is addressing the Lord ; 
meditation is addressing ourselves. But we can- 
not address ourselves with the authority or the 
unction of a preacher till by prayer and repentance 
we have been anointed and consecrated by the 
Lord as a preacher to ourselves. We must first 
long and patiently sit down in the lowest rooms, 
that the Lord of the feast may come to us saying. 
Friend^ go up higher. We meditate with good eftect 
when we feel that our meditation is sanctioned by 
the Lord ; when, throughout the whole course of 
our meditation we can be looking up to Him to 
ask His help ; when our tempers and dispositions 
are the most purified ; when after perhaps an 
hour spent in prayer, confession has set us free 
from pride and conceit, from inordinate and idol- 
atrous desires ; when interce^ion has set us free 
from malignant passions ; when thanksgiving has 
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jfilled our hearts with gratitude ; when we fee 
Lourselves prepared to meet the Lord though it 

-were that instant ; when we can say Mvcn so, 

•jcome Lordjesus, though the last trumpet were im- 
mediately to sound. This temper is necessary in 
a natural as well as in a epiiitual point of view tor 
meditation. It is necessary if it were but to calm, 
cleanse, and clarify our understandings, which are 

.disturbed and defiled, darkened and clouded by 

"tevery thing tliat is evil, it is necessary to engage 
the assistance of the Lord. We shall find that 
there is in religion what divines call the illumi- 
native as well as the punitive way, and that it 

,lias cordials as well as purgatives. When we 
have by Divine grace cast out our devils, and tho- 
roughly purged our floor, when we have acquainted 
.f.ourselves with the Lord and are at peace, when 
vAsdom enteretk into our heart, and knowledge is 
pleasant unto our soul, then we cry after knowledge, 
imd lift up our voice for undei-standing, seek for her 
as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures. 
Now meditation exhibits a mine of treasures as 
hidden as those in a Peruvian mountain ; a foun- 
tain of delight to the soul as unfelt (for the most 
part) as the morning fragrance of a desert land. 

For meditation is known almost only by name. 
Its practice (for the most part) is unknown ; its 
benefits unfelt. We are content to take up with 
vague and indistinct notions of it, because we are 

,,«t little pains to inquire as to its theory or prac- 
Ice, eitlier what it is, or how to set about it. We 
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are content with the beginnings of grace, and 
foi^et that larger portions of grace will be given us 
if we seek for them. We are content with rudi- 
vients and take no pains to yo on unto perfection. 
If we were careful to follow up and improve by 
meditation the light which is given, or which is 
ready to be given to us in prayer, we should be 
encouraged by success. We should be enlight- 
ened. We should taste of the lieavenly gift. We 
should be made partakers of the Holy Ghost. 
We should taste the good word of God and the 
powers of the world to come. I am the light of the 
world, saith Christ. He thatfolloiveth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. If 
a man love me he will keep my words, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him and make 
mir abode with him. I stand at the door and knock. 
If any man hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in to him and vMl sup with him and he with me. 
Do we open the door to let in Christ to sup with 
us? Do we endeavour with all our might to keep 
His words? Can we in conscience say that we are 
accustomed to the best of our power, duly to ob- 
serve meditation as a daily duty, aa a devotional 
exercise, and as a scriptural rite ? Do we so me- 
ditate as to drive the heart forward, to convince it 
with motives, to preach to ourselves concerning 
the precepts and prohibitions, the promises and 
threatenings of Scripture ? Do we summon and 
employ all the powers of our mind in this rational, 
scriptural, and sanctifying ordinance of meditation. 
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aesiguing all the powers of the mind their deter- 
minate and daily tasks, that we may bring the 
Gospel into our heart, that we may show the won- 
derful power of Christ in forming the new creature 
after his own likeness, that we may let our light 
thine before men by giving ample and convincing 
proof that the message of God to the soul has not 
been sent in vain, that it is indeed put into our 
inward parts and rvritten in our heart '{ We have 
within us the fountain of infinite consolations, but 
we suifer it to remain & fountain sealed. Alas ! we 
neglect the gift that is in us. Of the minds of most 
of us it may be said, I went by the field of the sloth- 
ful, and lo it was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered the face thereof and the stone 
wall tka'eof was broken down. Our judgment 
slumbers. Our memory (for want of due inquiry 
as to the use and extent of it,) lies altogether idle, 
or is worse than idle. Our imagination (instead 
of being compelled to serve us in the apprehension 
and illustration of heavenly truth) is suffered to 
take the lead, and to befool us by perpetually in- 
fusing false notions, and suggesting wrong esti- 
mates of human life. 

Man sits with chart and compass tracing out his 
journey to unknown regions. Imagination and 
Memory are his attendants, each useful if rightly 
governed. Imagination with forward demeanour 
and painted aspect is perpetually gaining an undue 
ascendant over him to his cost; Memory is modest 
and retiring, but has charms unspeakable, which 
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partly from natural dislike to her kindred, (she 
being allied to truth, as Imagination is to Fiction) 
and partly from sheer want of observation, escape 
liis notice. Imagination is for ever pressing upon 
him the cup of intoxication ; Memorj' stands in 
readiness to administer to him the bread of life. 
Imagination holds him in darkness, fluttering like 
the bat; Memory would teach him to soar like the 
eagle and court the sun-beams of Truth, Ima- 
gination hurries him into her balloon, into empty 
regions where he has no concern, and from whence 
he may dangerously fall ; Memory has ready for 
his use the camel of the desert, laden with water 
and provisions to carry him over the tedious and 
necessary tracks through which his jonrney lies. 
Imagination tosses him to and fro by the sleight of 
men and cwaning craftiness whereby they lie in wait 
to demve ; Memory helps him to stand, having his 
tojjis girt about with truth. Imagination fans and 
flatters the desires of the flesh and of the mind; Me- 
mory reminds him of the hope of his calling, and 
tlie riches of the glory of his inheritance. Imagina- 
tion advocates the cause of the flesh, saying, Soul, 
take thine ease ; Memory advocates the cause of the 
Spirit, saying, Atcahe, thou that sleepest! 

We do all we can to render our memory useless 
in a spiritual point of view. We suffer it to lan- 
guish in idleness, and we abuse it in many other 
ways. 

We misuse our memory in idle reading, for 
which many plausible reasons are assigned. Lan^ 
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guage and memory were given to us to help our 
sanctification and salvation. But we make play- 
things of them all our lives, and gravely justify the 
abuse. I have heard of an essay having been 
written on light reading, by which is generally 
understood a kind of waking dream, a temporary 
resignation of the rudder of the vessel to imagina- 
tion ; but when we have gained a disrelish for the 
vanities of this world and taste the powers of the 
world to came ; when we have gained a disrelish 
for what does not advance, mueh more for what 
retards our new and regenerate life, watchfully 
avoiding whatever inspires inordinate love to the 
world, hating (and we are often at over much pains 
to explain the phrase away,) our life in this world 
that we may keep it unto life eternal ; when we 
have learned, instead of having snch pleasure in 
vanity and seeMng after leasing to hate lies under 
every form and disguisement, and to rejoice in the 
truth; when we desire not to be partly but wholly 
sanctified; to keep our lamp always trimmed and 
burning; and that the needle of our compass should 
point north with as little trembling, wavering, and 
variation as possible ; when we desire to be sted- 
fasty unmoveable, always abounding in the -work of 
the Lord, we shall cut this matter very short, and 
write the essay on light reading in two words by 
Baying " renounce it." Light reading is a grow- 
ing evil. It is the bane of millions. It has injured 
us all more or less. We have all been too slow in 
pittting away these childish things; we have fed on 
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these husks too long, cherishing the growth of 
weeds which obstruct the seed of life, wasting our 
time and strength, labouring to draw water from 
tliese broken cisterns instead of from the wells of 
salvation. It would have been better for many of 
us if we had never learned to read at all . Scarcely 
any amusement gives the mind a greater disrelish 
for the truth, because, to say the least of it, it pre- 
occupies and blunts the edge of those very powers 
which should be kept for a sacred use. Shall we 
desecrate the gold and silver vessels of the temple 
for a common feast ? Shall we exhaust the bellows 
of the organ in an idle song ? Shall the under- 
standing, passions, imagination, memory, and 
will, — shall the whole temple, the temple of the 
Holy Ghost be profaned by a free admission of all 
which offers itself, not to one of the priests but to 
one of the door-keepers, not to the judgment but 
to the imagination ? We are surrounded by Satan's 
delusions within and without, behind and before, 
and on every side, and the press is too useful an 
engine to escape his hands. By the multitude of 
thoughts which it suggests the Lord's cmnforts are 
kept from refreshing our soul. The less we indulge 
ourselves in light reading, (and by leaving it off it 
soon ceases to be an indulgence,) the more room we 
shall make in our hearts to receive the word of life. 
We misuse our memory in graver employments. 
We misuse it in laborious reading. It is quite as 
possible to misuse it in laborious reading as in 
light reading. Indeed, from our youth upwards, 
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we are hasty to take up and slow to part with 
foolish opinions as to knowledge and learning only 
for want of considering tliat we incur the risk of 
condemnation, not for neglecting to acquire this or 
that degree of proficiency in history or science, 
but for neglecting to weigh the import of God's 
message to the soul. We accustom ourselves to 
look upon learning not with reverence as a thing 
subservient to religion, but with idolatry, as an ab- 
stract notion and an ultimate end. 

We misuse our memory in burthening it with 
histories, cold theories, and discussions about reli- 
gion. We may grow old iu poring over books to 
learn whether Christ be our Saviour or not, and 
lose our life before we clearly understand that He 
is the Lord of life, the quickening Spirit who must 
impart life to the soul, and stamp His image upon 
it. The study of evidences may be necessary in 
an initiatory point of view, and that we may give 
a reason for the hope that is in ws. Analogy shows 
much. History (including the fulfilment of pro- 
phecy) shows more ; but experience shows most of 
all. He who is aware of the Spirit of Christ in- 
fluencing his soul, (though he see but through a 
glass darkly) he who having the vntness in himself 
has best of all evidences, internal ones, will no 
more hunt after other evidences, than he who feels 
the sun will listen to a dissertation as to whether 
there be such a thing as a sun or no. The beat 
use of memory is, not to assist the delusions of 
imagination ; nor to accumulate knowledge which 
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to every rational purpos 
dispute whether Scripture be Scripture, or whether 
Christ be Christ ; but to labour to impress His laws 
on our hearts, to write them in our hearts and in 
our minds, to put them in our inward parts, and write 
them iti our Jiearts. 

The cause why Scripture has so little influence 
upon us, is in general want of humble and devout 
attention to the subject. The cause of infidelity, 
of lurking, unacknowledged, unsuspected infi- 
delity, is, in general, want of humble and devout 
attention to the subject, Scripture truths being 
always the more apparent the more they are in- 
vestigated, unless God judicially, or rather our 
own evil tempera prevent our eyes from seeing. 
Whatever therefore sustains our attention on the 
subject, whatever helps us to exercise our under- 
standing on the Scriptures, will not fail (Divina 
grace concurring) to give us both light and com- 
fort. 

Now the use of memory in sustaining our atten-t' 
tion on the subject, in helping us to exercise our un- 
derstanding on the Scriptures, — in other words, the 
use of memory in learning by heart Scripture or 
matter deduced from Scripture, diligently and de- 
voutly, is one of those things which are hid from 
the wise and prudent and revealed unto babes. The 
universality with which this function of the mind 
is bestowed shows the excellence of the human 
mind, and its capability in particular of receiving 
the ingrafted, saving word of life. Many an aged 
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and infirm woman, many a poor labouring man 
may receive divine solace from it. The king on 
his throne may receive divine solace from it. Mi- 
nisters of the word of life (if not those who do, yet 
certainly those who do not give themselves to their 
ministry with all their might and strength,) may 
receive both solace and advantage from it whether 
as ministera or as men; — it is not a passive thing; 
— it is not an insulated, unconnected thing ;— it is 
imdisceming and unjust to view it abstractedly ; — 
it is a general means of improvement ; — it has con- 
nection with other things ; — it opens wider views; 
— it shows much of the sublimity of sanctification, 
and makes the operations of grace more discern- 
ible ; — it is, to use the words of an Article of the 
Church, " full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeak- 
able comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in 
themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, 
mortifying the works of the flesh and their earthly 
members, and drawing up their mind to high and 
heavenly things, as well because it does greatly 
establish and confirm their faith of eternal salva- 
tion to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it 
does fervently kindle their love towards God;"- — it 
is a means, (the spirit of supplication and prevent- 
ing and concurring grace always understood,) of 
passing on from strength to strength, and from 
grace to grace; paving the way for many gifts and 
graces, such as command of thought, and com- 
mand of language, the habit of attention, boldness 
in preaching, vivacity in prayer, humble walking 
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with God, and zeal for His service ; arresting our 
attention to feel the importance of Scripture, to 
write what we feel, to preach what we write, to 
remember what we preach, and to profit by what 
we remember ; it may help to make U3 vessels to 
receive and communicate Divine and saving grace ; 
— it perfectly accords with St. Paul's exhortation 
to desire and covet earnestly the best gifts with a 
view to the edification of the Church, It is a link 
which connects the word of God with the human 
heart. It is as an instrument of husbandry which 
by constant working makes the mind a fit recipient 
of heavenly seed. It is a means by which to me- 
ditate hour after hour on the word of God with 
sustained attention, with profit and delight, sup- 
posing only the materials prepared on which it is 
to operate; a means to obtain " increase of grace, 
to receive meekly that word with pure affection, 
and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit ;" a chan- 
nel in which to throw much of the idle vigour of 
the mind ; an avenue by which to receive much of 
that light which Christ hath promised to those who 
follow Him, seeing that He worketh by natural 
means, " drawing us by the cords of a man," re- 
quiring the concurrence of our own natural, ex- 
erted powers. 

Shall we improve in every thing but religion ? 
Shall thought be the only power which is not 
directed to a profitable object? The steam from 
boiling water is turned to good account. The 
vapour from the coal is made to give a brilliant 
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1 light; and shall thought be the only element 
j which is to be suffered idly to evaporate ? Where 
I it would be stagnant and corrupt for want of a 
reviving impulse, or wasting itself at large for 
want of a dirigent force to prepare its channel, 
memory might cleanse and sanctify the current, 
I turning an unprofitable lake into a fertilizing 
' stream. Let any one observe the course which 
his thoughts take when left entirely to them- 
selves ; how they are pestered by some rhyme, 
I haunted by some images and conceits in which 
the will has no part; how he is prone (unless he 
nse some effort,) to loalk in the vanity of his mind, 
having his understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God because of the blindness of his 
heart ; how he requires to be renewed in the spirit 
of his mind, how he requires a shepherd over his 
^^^^ thoughts lest they should stray, a porter at the door 
^^^p of his heart to keep it with alldiligence lest evil should 
^^^P enter, how he requires the shield of faith and the 
sword of the Spirit, somethiBg wherewith to defend 
himself, and something wherewith to act, and he 

I will see the use of memory. What a remedy is 
here for our great enemy Pride ! When we write 
any little thing how are we not pestered with the 
end of some sentence ringing in our ears to flatter 
US into a temper of self-complacency, a temper of 
glorying in our own works, of glorying in our own 
merits, a temper which is utterly repugnant to that 
of trusting in the merits of Christ ! When we do 
any little thing, how ready is self-love with a 
, ; 



J 



18 ESSAY ON THE USB OF MEMORY 

magnifying glass to exaggerate it a thousand fold ! 
Whereas the memory, by employing the thoughts 
on something extraneous and something fresh, 
prevents us from worshipping these little diminu- 
tive idols. Pride, or any other disorder of the 
mind, may be kept away by this means, without 
any further adventitious resources. Without a 
companion, without a book, in solitude, in dark- 
ness, even in dressing and undressing, memory 
may be employed with advantage. It may bring 
every thought into captimty to the gospel of Christ. 
It may help in a very great degree to form the 
character of a Christian, of love and vivacity 
towards the Lord, making us more abundant in 
labours, more honest in our purposes, more stre- 
nuous in our eftbrts, warming our heart, exercising 
our understanding, sustaining our attention, and 
giving life to our prayers. Are those persons 
happy who rise with alacrity to a business which 
they love ? Are those happy who have compa- 
nions whom they love ■? Are those happy whose 
minds are always occupied t Memory employed 
OD scriptural truths affords occupation, companion- 
ship, business; occupation without worldly care, 
companionship without contagion, and both with- 
out any chilling intervals of vacancy. 

Shall we not seek for some fountain from whence 
the milk of the word may flow, as a lamb (accord- 
ing to St. Chrysoetom's simile) pushes with re- 
peated attacks the udder of its parent, till it have 
fixed upon the flowing stream? Shall we not 
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endeavour to see with our eyes and handle with our 
hands the word of life? Shall we not prepare for 
the mind, in a tangible shape, materials for medi- 
tation ? Shall we not endeavour to bring our 
aanctification within our reach ? Shall we not 
try to render all the means of grace as definable, 
and intelligible as possible ? If I were to assert 
that Christians should consider themselves as 
vessels to receive and communicate Divine grace, 
and that in proportion as they keep that g^ace 
alive within them they may hope to communicate 
grace to each other, I should make a very right 
observation, but I should conveyno very clear idea 
to any one's mind ; whereas, if I assert that so 
much hortatory and scriptural matter devoutly 
and in the spirit of supplication committed to 
memory, is so much of the means of grace trea- 
sured up to be improved at leisure, I certainly 
convey a clearer, and I hope not an extravagant 
or erroneous, hut an encouraging notion. If I 
were to say that meditation (for instance on the 
passion of the eternal Son of God, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ) will produce hatred of ain, 
self-condemnation and shame, holy desires, holy 
resolutious, Divine love, resignation of our appe- 
tites, conformity to the Divine will, I should say 
what is perfectly true ; but surely it is more in- 
telligible to say that these affections may be sug- 
gested and brought into action by devotionally 
and solitarily repeating from memory such sen- 
c 2 
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tences as these suggested by one of Bishop Beve- 
ridge's sermons on the cmcifixion. 

" They scourge him ; they put a crown of thoms 
upon his head ; they bow the knee before him in 
mockery; they put a reed into his hand instead 
of a sceptre, and loading hira with his own cross, 
they drag him to the place of execution, where, 
the cross being laid upon the ground, they nail 
his sacred body to it, fastening the hands and 
feet with nails driven through them; and raising 
it up, they fix it in the ground ; and thus they 
leave my Saviour and my King, my Lord and my 
God. O see his hands stretched out. See them 
nailed, nailed to the cross-beam at the upper end 
of the cross ! See his feet one put over the other 
towards the bottom of the cross with one lai^e 
nail driven through both of them ! See his hands 
and his feet covered with blood ! How fast does 
the blood gush out from the dreadful wounds 
which the nails have made ! What agony must 
he feel, having these tender nerves pierced through 
with iron ! The pain raised there begins to diffuse 
itself through the whole body. His head begins 
to ache; his whole soul is in an agony ; — for what? 
For the sins of the world ; for mine : for these the 
pure the holy God manifested in the flesh was thus 
afilicted. O that my head were waters and mine 
eyes afountaiii of tears that I might weep night 
and day for the death of my Saviour, and for my 
sins which were the occasion of it! How grievous 
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18 the remembrance of those sins ! How intolerable 
is the burthen of them !" Who that thus medi- 
tates can help saying, ' ' O blessed Jesu ! I confess 
that I have nothing to plead for myself before 
thee ! I adore and worship thy name that thou 
didst vouchsafe to suffer for my sius ; and I loathe 
and abhor myself that I have not sufficiently 
bbhorred those sins for which thou wert pleased 
to Buffer. I humbly crave thy pardon for what is 
past, and for the future beseech thee to endue me 
with such a measure of tliy Holy Spirit that I may 
crucify within myself those evil tempers for which 
thou didst suffer on the cross. O let thy Spirit be 
iny guide and comforter ! O guide me with thy 
counsel here in all I say and do and think. ! I will 
daily try to do all that thou dost command ; I will 
pray, read, meditate, visit the poor, purify myself 
as thou art pure, 1 beseech thee to help me to do 
Bo. Have mercy upon all my relations and friends, 
and admit us into thy kingdom with the poorest 
cripple that ever was the object of thy compassion. 
I desire nothing but thy grace, I loathe the 
^omps of the world which rejected and crucified 
thee. I disclaim its honors, I despise its lucre. 
I renounce its vanities. 1 abhor its wickedness, 
and most of all my own," 

■ Now is memory, which in the hours of devo- 
tional retirement assists the meditation with such 
reflections as these, available to sanctification or 
is it not ? Is there no humiliation in such an 
exercise ? M'^ill it suggest uo holy affections, no 
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ejaculatory prayer, no unutterable groanings of the 
spirit? Is there any holy affection which memory 
may not thus put into action 1 

" But getting hy heart " — 
is a term which serves to throw a slight degree 
of darkness on the question, because it does not 
convey a clear idea, but a confused one, if it 
convey any idea at all. Let things be called by 
their right names. Learning by heart is learning. 
Those who grow old in learning hy heart grow old 
in learning, and learning implies teachableness, 

" But learning by heart is a low and mechani- 
cal employment." 

This objection, though short, implies two things 
much in favour of the argument ; 1st, that it is 
easy or possible for any one to learn by heart ; 
and 2ndly, that it is despised by the world. Now 
the spirit of the world is, as it always has been, 
contrary to the spirit of Christ. Do we need to 
be reminded that St. Peter worked in a low and 
mechanical employment, that St. Paul worked in 
a low and mechanical employment, and that the 
Prince of Life was pleased to take His station 
among those who worked in a low and mechani- 
cal employment? If the world admired learning 
by heart, it might be looked upon with the more 
suspicion ; but because it is despicable in the 
sight of the world it may be presumed to be other- 
wise in the sight of the Lord Jesua. Besides, 
learning by heart, though mechanical, is not irre- 
levant to the work which the Lord has appointed 
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to be done here, I mean the work oi preaching, or 
edifying the Church; on the contrary, it leads, as I 
said before, to competency and proficiency in that 
work : and inasmuch as it is humbling ourselves, 
and sitting down in the lowest room, it affords, 
another strong presumption that it is one of those 
things which are not despicable in the sight of the 
Lord Jesus, howsoever the world may consider it. 

If we are to be over nice about being mechani- 
cal, nothing could be done either in Church cw 
State. Ministers submit to the mechanical em- 
ployment of reading a liturgy. Many a learned, 
eloquent, and pious judge submits to the mecha- 
nical and laborious employment of writing down 
evidence from morning till night. Ah this foolish 
pride ! How it makes us mistake what exalts us 
for what degrades us ! How lamentably it keeps 
us in the dark ! The mind is endowed by its 
Creator with great capabilities, which our blessed 
Lord himself encourages us to cultivate, saying, 
heTa.n is my Father glorified, thatye bear much fruit: 
so shallye be my disciples. Pride indeed persuades 
us to try what forcing and torturing will do, but 
seldom prevails with us patiently to dig about the 
tree, to dress it, and to dung it. 

But it will be said " learning by heart is not 
enjoined in the Scriptures." Meditation with a 
view to sanctification is enjoined in the Scriptures, 
and if learning by heart administer to meditation 
it may answer a scriptural purpose. If the Lord 
give us this medicmc to heal our sichness, shall wc 
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refuse to take it because we are not commanded 
to take it? If we are commanded to mount a wally 
although we be not enjoined to use a ladder, shall 
we not use a ladder if it be given to us ? If we are 
commanded to bring water into a house from a 
stream,althoughwebenotenjoinedtousea pitcher, 
shall we not use apitclier if it be given to us ? If 
we are commanded to water a garden, although 
we be not enjoined to use a watering pot, shall 
we not use a watering pot if it be given to us? 
And if we are commanded to revive the natural 
deadness and dryness of the heart with the holy ■ 
dews of meditation, although we be not com- - 
manded to use our memory, shall we not use our 
memory if memory be useful herein ? Is not the 
aptitude of the instrument to the work a strongr 
argument for its being used ? ii ' 

But indeed it is not so clear that learning by •' 
heart is not enjoined in the Scriptures. Befitted 
with the Spirit, says St. Paul, speaking to your-- 
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. Is 
not this a precept mandatory as to the very points 
in question? How can we speak to ourselves in' 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs unless we ' 
have learned them by heart ? Does not St. Paul 
intimate that we may be filled with the Spirit in '< 
such a devotional exercise as this? When indeed. 
should that blessed Spirit come to us if not when ■ 
all carnal tempers being thrown aside, and our^ - 
hearts breathing nothing but contrition and sup- i 
plication, we employ all our understanding andj : 
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our attention on Scriptural truths? Many things 
have been gathered from Scripture by inferences 
more indirect than this. Again we are com- 
manded to lay up these words in our heart and in 
our soul, speaking of them when we sit in our house 
and when we walk by the way, when we lie down 
and when we rise up. This looks very like an inti- 
mation that we should call in memory to our assist- 
ance and learn by heart for devotional purposes. 
But though learning by heart be more matter of 
inference than of commandment, though Scripture 
be not peremptory on this subject, though it leave 
us at liberty to make our own inferencea as to 
what may promote our sanctification, and though 
it be better to argue from the general tenor of 
Scripture than from any text or texts, yet particu- 
lar passages (for instance Dent. xi. 18. 19. Epb. 
V. 18. 19. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 15. 16. Acts xvi. 25. 
1 Cor. XII. 12. 31. 1 Cor. xiv. 39. 40. 1 Cor. 
XIV. 26. Col. III. 16. James v. 13. 1 Cor. xiv. 1.) 
show that learning by heart for devotional pur- 
poses is at least very conformable to what Scrip- 
ture inculcates ; and there are besides innumera- 
ble passages (Deut. xi. 13. Proverbs iv. 23. Jer. 
XXXI. 33. Ezek.xi. 19. Eph. iv. 23. Eph. vi. 13. 
Philippians iv. 8.) which in a more general way 
imply that we should be active in using whatever 
means are put into our hands (and why not me- 
mory among the rest ?) to promote that which is 
the will of God, even our sanctification. The 
subject of our sanctification must be considered 
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in all its branches and bearings, directly and iu- 
directly. Scripture supposes as much. The kiitg- 
dom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force. This warfare supposes every kind 
of stratagem. St. Paul speaks of laying a founda- 
tion. Laying a foundation supposes every kind 
of superstructure. That in asserting the use of 
memory under grace in our sanctification I am 
building merely hay and stubble, is what no mortal 
man can prove. 

But perhaps you will say " you know and re- 
member the spirit of God's word though you cannot 
say much of it by heart ;" and you say "you can 
remember and meditate upon that word without 
compelling yourself to clothe your thoughts in the 
language of other persons, or to write down first 
yourself what you are to think." 

I answer, as the health of the body requires 
that the veins he thoroughly warmed every day 
by patient continuance in bodily exercise, so the 
health of the soul requires that the affections of 
the soul be thoroughly warmed every day by pa- 
tient continuance in devotional exercise. 

If your soul be not thus warmed every day ; if 
you find it difficult to hold it to its work ; if your 
attention wanders in your meditations, this use of 
memory is recommended to you as a remedy for 
that wandering of attention. If your soul be thus 
warmed every day, you have attained the princi- 
pal end for which this use of memory is recom- 
mended. 



i 



AS A MEANS OF GRACE. 



I 
I 



" But the labour is too great," Why the labour 
is for Heaven ! Can we labour too hard for that, 
especially if in the course of our labours we expe- 
rience actual foretastes of Heaven ? This objec- 
tion implies a degree of acorn which would not be 
manifested if we duly considered the end of the 
labour aa well aa the labour itself, Ephraim also 
complained of labour in learning the will of God, 
and thus retorted upon the prophet Isaiah : Whom 
shall he teach knowledge ? and whom shall he make to 
UTiderstand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the 
milk and drawnfrom the breasts. For precept must be 
upon precept,precept upon precept; line upon line, line 
Vpon line ; here a little and there a little. But their 
scornful untowardness in patient learning drew 
forth the severest denunciations of Divine wrath. 
What is the covenant which the Lord makes with 
U8 ? Is it not that He on His part will be merciful 
to our unrighteousness, and will remember no more 
our sins and iniquities, aud that we on our parts 
receive His laws written in our minds and hearts? 
Now will memory duly and devoutly exercised 
help us to fulfil our part of the covenant or will it 
not 1 If it will, what becomes of all frigid objec- 
tions against it 1 

" But the labor is unnecessary : it implies a 
course of life more contemplative than useful." 

It has pleased the Lord to make that life useful 
which is spent in devoutly pondering on his word. 
To this end many persons, whether of the mi- 
nistry or laity seem to be called : who having 
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neither poverty nor riches, being exempted from 
the cares and delivered and redeemed from the 
temptations of the world, may become, by read- 
ing, prayer, meditation, and communication of 
what they learn or of what the Lord may teach 
them from His word (speaking in light what He 
hath told them iri darkness^ and preaching on the 
house top ivhat they have heard in the ear,) instru- 
ments in His hands of keeping alive in the re- 
membrance of the giddy and thoughtless world, 
that there is such a thing as a message of recon- 
ciliation, a divine revelation from Heaven, To 
such persons this essay is chiefly addressed ; to 
such persons learning by heart is recommended, 
not as a thing in itself of any worth, but as the 
adjunct of a holy ordinance, as a humble and 
therefore important step in the acquisition of hea- 
venly wisdom. I am asking no one to neglect his 
business, but to improve his leisure, to the glory of 
God, to the good of others, and to the comfort 
of his own soul. 

" But many persons having naturally a weak 
memory cannot cultivate or improve it," Where 
is the proof of an assertion of this sort ? Let a 
solitary instance be brought forward of a person's 
employing hia whole might and strength, early 
and late, in fasting and in prayer, for one single 
week in cultivating his memory without ample 
success. 

On the other hand there is a plain proof of the 
contrary in the case of every school boy or plough 
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boy who can say his catechism. Every case in 
which memory has been evinced to be improvable 
in any degree is a strong presumption, if not 
proof, of its being improvable to a greater degree; 
no one can say to how great a degree. Acci- 
dental hindrances may produce moral impossibili- 
ties ; but shall we disclaim the gifts that are in us 
because we neglect them 1 The development of 
the memory depends in a great measure on the 
concurrence of our own endeavours. Memory, 
in a state of cultivation, is called, and rightly 
called, a gift, but are we for that reason (if we 
wish for it) to wait idly till it be given ? Much 
exertion is necessary, whether for its acquisition 
or for its use. It is as unreasonable to suppose 
that it can be brought or kept in any perfection 
without labour, as to suppose that labour will not 

Invail to it. What good and perfect gift is to be 
pttained without diligence on our own part? The 
jrery difficulty of attainment is a blessing to us, 
mar it gives adequate employment to our best fa- 
Hilties, teaches us to prize the gift, and to humble 
Burselves before the giver. At least the difficulty 
H attaining a gift is no argument against its latent 
•virtues. The use of memory, as a medicine for 
die soul, is no more to be considered as beneficial 
only to this or that individual, than a process of 
medical treatment is to be considered as benefi- 
cial only to tliis or that individual. The powers of 
I memory need only to be exercised to be discerned. 
r ""■"'" 
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abuse, by their neglect, or by their perversion to 
meaner purpose3 than those for which they were 
intended. What Samson can preserve his strength 
to any useful purpose if governed by a Delilah, 
consigned to idleness in a prison, or compelled 
to toil in useless drudgery ? We exhaust the 
strength of our memory in the degrading service 
of an idle imagination, suffer it to languish from 
disuse, or overload it with useless lumber, and 
then complain that it will not serve us in a ra- 
tional and religious pnrpose. 

I affirm that diligently and devoutly learning 
by lieart (the rather as that it is one of the Jbolish 
things, one of the weak things, one of the base 
things, one of the things which are despised by the 
world,) is a source of great spiritual benefit, a 
means of grace, a means of maintaining the life 
of the soul, a means of holding humble commu- 
nion with him who is the life of the soul, even 
Christ Jesus. Let his word be taken against mine, 
even though he assert the contrary-, who patiently 
and perseverlngly, in fasting and in prayer, has 
tried the strength of his memory fairly and honestly, 
for any devotional purpose ; but let not the use 
and extent, the benefits and tendency of the inhe- 
rent though latent powers of memory be called in 
question, because we from sheer want of considera- 
tion and exertion are content to take up with 
meagre, inadequate, and erroneous notions of these 
powers. If I affirm a certain mountain to contain 
a mine of gold and precious stones, let his word 
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be taken against my word, even though he assert 
I the contrary, who climbs the mountain and labours 
I at the mine; but let us not Mindly give credence 
to the idle assumptions of those who from fear of 
fatigue sit with folded arms at the bottom of the 
mountain. 

It has been asked " what rules or suggestions 
may be given for the cultivation of memory"? 
Would it not be just as reasonable to ask what 
' rules or suggestions may be given as to the motions 
of the various muscles which are required in walk- 
ing across a room ? If there he first a willing mind, 
rules and suggestions will suggest themselves; if 
not, rules and suggestions will be in vain. How- 
ever, let any one observe a few such obvious requi- 
sites as I shall mention (not in the way of precept, 
but of argument; not in order to give information 
and instructions, but by way of test to evince whe- 
ther the force of memory be fairly tried or no, and 
. whether its deficiencies may not be attributable to 
mere want of observation;) and if he do not find 
his memory increase in strength to a degree of 
' which he had no idea before, and his mind pro- 
portionably impressed with the importance of reli- 
gion, I will confess memory, instead of being a 
means of joyfully walking with God in solitude, 
to be indeed that lame, defective, and almost use- 
less thing which those persons are content to sup- 
pose it, who, in this particular case, regard not the 
I Work$ of the Lord, nor tlie operation of his hands. 
1. The spirit of prayer and supplication is neces- 
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sary in this as it is indeed m every thing ; by 
which is meant not only that we should begin and 
end each day with prayer, not only that we should 
begin and end this particular exercise with prayer, 
but that it should be accompanied with prayer. 
For if we be commanded to pray without ceasing, 
(and the precept is easier to be obeyed than those 
who are unaccustomed to discipline themselves in 
prayer are ready to apprehend,) we must surely 
pray without ceasing then more especially when 
we are in the act of performing any devotional 
exercise that we may draw near to God ; Verily 
verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my naine he will give it you. Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full. Who has ever 
asked any thing in the name and in the spirit of 
Christ, — who has ever asked any spiritual gift 
which might adorn his doctrine, edify his Church, 
or facilitate our communion with him that he re- 
fused? May it not be said of most of us that 
hitlterto we have asked nothing, that is, no such spi- 
ritual gift in his name, that is, in his spirit as well 
as in his name? 

2, The exclusion of all other thoughts, particu- 
larly vain conceits and evil passions, (inveterate 
obstacles to the attainment of spiritual gifts,) that 
the soul may receive with meekness the engrafted 
word. 

3. Steady application of mind; by which the 
least that can be meant is a resolution to devote 



AS A MEANS OF (iRACE. 



S3 



^^^B ireasonal 



some part of every day to it. If an Apostle were 
to ask " are you indolent in your spiritual exer- 
cises"? we might well beseech him not to press the 
question too rigidly ; but could we expect him to 
pnt a more lenient question than " Do you heartily 
resolve to be diligent in them "? If a painting be 
not complete except by touching and retouching, 
or if a composition in music cannot be played 
rapidly unless by having been studied note by 
note, shall meditation, an ordinance in which the 
whole soul is to be employed, be performed without 
resolution and application? Must the Lord's work 
be so much easier than any other work ? If the me- 
mory have made as it were a conquest at a stated 
time each day, for instance in the morning or the 
evening, it will be the more ready to assist the 
meditation at occasional times of leisure. 

4. Discreet application of mind. Want of mate- 
rials duly prepared for the mind to work upon is 
Want of discreet application. Without this, It 
ihall be even as when a hungry man dreameth, and 
behold he eateth, hut he awaketh, and his soul is 
mnpty : or as when a thirsty }iutn dreameth, and 
hehold he drinketh, but he awaketh, and, behold, he 
u faint. The mind should never be strained and 
starved by guessing, gasping, and groping. It 
"should not be balked, teazed, puzzled, or kept in 
the dark. It should not beat the air, or rove 
empty space. It should feel its ground 
ireasonable prompting, all reasonable assistance 
be given to it. As boys at school 
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hindered from learning by being made to beat 
their unfurnished brains for the subject matter of 
a tlieme or essay, or for the meaning of some 
Greek or Latin author of whom they are too ri- 
gidly denied the use of a translation, so it will 
fare with all who would climh without steps, or 
wander in a labyrinth without a clue. 

Want of pious moderation, want of ceaSing 
from our own works to commit them to the Lord, 
is want of disa-eet application. To pursue even 
the best things too eagerly shows a want of 1mm- 
ble resignation. Besides, the mind is a nohle 
thing. It should not be harassed or over-driven 
without good cause. It should be governed with 
steadiness and gentleness, and directed rather 
than compelled. Let it only be fairly dealt with, 
— let it only be brought by degrees to be warm in 
a pursuit, and it will require the curb rather than 
the spur. Its work should be as spontaneous as 
a summer shower. 

Want of attention to the bent of the mind is 
want of discreet application. We should govern 
our thoughts not like a hard tyrant, but like a 
reasonable master; not like a Pharoah, exacting 
painful and useless drudgery, hut like a Boaz, 
requiring needful, just, and profitable labour. 
Learning by heart being recommended not for 
its own sake, ,hut as instrumental to the cultiva- 
tion of the mind, and the amelioration of the 
heart, by the engrafting of Scripture into it ; if 
the mind find itself thereby drawn on (as it most 
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probably will) to a better or as good a train of 
thought as that which has been assigned it, to 
restrain it too much in this respect would often 
be to check the growth of the very fruits for 
which we labour, and to neglect the suggestions 
of the Holy Ghost, who perhaps may be saying 
to us friend go up higher. 

Want of a temper of prayer and holiness is 
want of discreet application : (see the 1 Sth sermon 
in this volume.) Dogged application in spiritual 
matters answers no good purpose. The Lord 
loveth a cheerful giver. These sacrifices must be 
salted with salt. We are for giving the Lord any 
thing rather than our heart ; we are for giving 
Him our fortune, labour, time, even our oc- 
casional prayers ; but no — if we would have any 
spiritual gift from Him, He must have our heart. 
No dulness is like that of the undrcumdsion of 
the heart. To applt/ discreetly is to have the 
*' circumcision of the Spirit, that our hearts and 
«11 our members may be mortified from fleshly 
." Covet earnestly the best gifts, and yet shew I 

I tmto you a more excellent way. Woe to the rebel- 
iious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, but 
not of me ; and that cover with a covering, but not 
of -my Spirit. Discreet application is application 
in the name and in the spirit of Christ. 
' 5. Silence, solitude, and retirement to sceyies 
congenial to prayer and meditation, and which give 

' pleasure to the soul ; that the soul, unrestrained 

and unmolested, and impressed with the goodness 

d2 
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of the Lord, may ponder and study his word with 
more alacrity ; Come to the mountain of myrrh, to 
the hill of frankincense ; come, saith the spouse, for 
the flowers appear on the earth, the time of the sinff- 
ing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land: the Jig tree puttetk forth her 
green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give 
a good smell. Arise my love, my fair otie, and 
come away. Come my beloved, let us get up early 
to the vineyards, let us see if the vine flourish, 
whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegra- 
nates bud forth. There will I give thee my loves. 

6. The use of the voice in rehearsing wliat is to 
be committed to memory. The very tones of the 
voice leave their impression on the memory. At 
all events it is impossible or nearly impossible that 
Scriptural truths can be even uttered calmly and 
distinctly, without imparting some good to the 
mind. 

7. Brevity of expression, and coherence in what 
is to be committed to memory ; and 

8. Perspicuity in what is to be committed to 
memory, though it be at the expense of repetition ; 
in fact repetition itself, that is, such adherence 
to a certain uniformity of phrase as to avoid use- 
less and perplexing diversity, is an assistance to 
the memory : for example " This indifference 
has not its foundation in Nature, because Nature 
longs for this immediate continuance of existence. 
It has not its foundation in Reason, because Rea- 
son promises this immediate continuance of existence. 
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It has not its foundation in Scripture, because 
Scripture implies this immediate continuance of ex- 

, istence. And sure I am that it has not its origin 
in love." 

Now suppose the sentence to be written thus : 
' This indifference has not its foundation in Na- 
ftire, because Nature abhors a suspension, or any- 
thing Hke a suspension of being. It has not its 
foundation in Reason, because Reason promises 
the continued existence of the soul immediately 
after death. It has not its foundation in Scrip- 
turC) because the Bible from beginning to end 

I bnplies this immediate continuance of exist- 
ence," &c. 

The memory which in the one sentence is un- 

I necessarily burthened, is relieved in the other, by 
adherence to the same phrase. Or, speaking {for 
instance) of the analogy of the life of the soul to 
that of the body, it is easier to begin each head of 
the subject with the same words, such as, " It is 
also to be observed that the life of the soul, like 
that of the body," &:c. — it is, I say, assigning an 

Ptasier task to the memory to bring what is to be 
said within the compass of this or any plain form 
of expression than to diversify the diction as mere 
chance may suggest. 

19. The occasional intervention of resting places 
in what is to be committed to memory ; of any 
tiling which adheres to the memory of its own 
accord; an antithesis, a sorites, or a climax; any 
irhetorical figure where the sense carries the me- 
1^ ' 
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mory along with it; any well-known sentence' 
any alliteration ; any thing like a rhyme ; any 
thing like blank verse ; any association of sound 
or sense which occurs spontaneously to the oiind ; — 
these are some of the things which might often 
help to make the memory hold out, as long, I 
believe, as the power of utterance will last; but 
these things imply 

10. Accuracy of observation ; accuracy of obser- 
vation as to the connexion of sense or words in 
what is to be committed to memory, particularly 
where the memory is apt to halt. Different per- 
sons may fix upon different tilings as leading 
points of observation ; but as a general principle, 
accuracy of observation with a view to the associa- 
tion of one idea or sentence with another is a great 
assistance to the memory. Accuracy of observa- 
tion is necessary in every thing. How accurately 
does a seaman observe the bearings of the land 
and the position of every tree which he can observe 
with reference to his navigation ! His own life and 
the lives of all under his care are continually de- 
pending on the practical and ready application of 
such minute accuracy of observation to the pur- 
poses of seamanship. Without this there could 
be no such thing as navigation or astronomy, and 
Colombus and Newton would never have been 
heard of. On the same principle, with regard to 
the present subject, any minute observation, for 
instance as to the initial letters of sentences, will 
cling to the memory throughout a whole string of 
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Sentences, affording it a timely assistance in re- 
peating or delivering them. The following sen- 
tences follow in alphabetical order. 

" He felt how little he had gained and how 
.much he had lost ; he reflected that the fruits of 
tfiia guilt were but of momentary continuance, that 
sting was most durable and inveterate ; he saw; 
'•(he infinite disproportion between the good and 
,e evil that it brought ; he weighed its delusive 
feijoyments with the unspeakable pain of rising 
from them and repenting ; but above all he wept 
■for the loss of that Divine presence which was the 
^fe of his soul," &c. 

Be not hardened and stupified by sin. Has 
[-ffe not said He will forgive all manner of sins if 
in repent ? Has He said He will forgive all sin 
t yours? O see the sentence against you can- 
celled ! See the hand-writing, the long arrear that 
waa against you nailed to the cross of Christ! 
-Though the voice of conscience be loud and cla- 
morouB, He will rebuke it as He did the winds 
and the sea, saying, Peace, be still. Your case is 
^toot singular," &c. 

^1 Alphabetical order is not necessary. Initials 
'will always cluster together in something like a 
word which will help the memory. Merely 
observing in what order they follow, (for example 
that the following initials spell atoni) will be 
enough for the purposes of mechanical assistance, 
V' All that I have gathered I am now leaving. 
""hese things will solace me no more. Others 
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must possess them. Naked I came; naked I 
return. / brought nothing with me ; I carry 
nothing away." 

It is true that we may think too much of our 
alphabet, and that what may assist one person 
may confuse another. Yet, any assistance which 
suggests itself, any thing which slides easily into 
the mind, and serves to keep together the matter 
that is to be remembered, is not beneath our 
notice. What I mean to infer is the principle of 
accuracy of observation, that minuteness which is 
free from the charge of frivolity ; that minuteness 
without which nothing in human aflfairs can be 
done ; which is necessary in all that we say or do 
or think ; in all affairs ecclesiastical and civil, 
spiritual and temporal; that minuteness to which 
merchants and physicians, scholars and divines, 
the judge on the bench, and the general at the 
head of his army, the very rulers of the earth must 
submit; that minuteness which King David de- 
lighted to practise '. .1 



' Early in the tnoming do 1 cry wito thee : /or in thy viord \s 
my trust. Mine eyes prevent the tugkt watches .■ that I might be 
OCCUPIED IN THY WORDS. Again : Lord lam «o( high minded : 
/ have no proud looks. I do not exercige myself m great matters : 
which are too high far toe. But I refrain my soul, and keep it 
torn, like as a child tlmt is weaned from his mother : yea, my smtl 
if even as a weaned child. Hete we have Is C, the Psalmist's 
patient and diligent attention, and 2dly, his child-like teachahle- 
ness ia occupying himself in God's words. On these two principles, 
(which our blessed Lord himself inciUcates in the clearest temis,) 
any one may be convinced how learning by heart for any devo- 
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1 1 . But the beat rule to commit to memory any 
[ -scriptural truths is to rejoice in those truths, that 
da to rejoice in the Holy Word from whence they 
are deduced ; and the best way to rejoice in that 
•Word is to rejoice in nothing else. The ship 
which is to be laden with spices must first be rid 
of her ballast of sand and gravel. The ground 
which is to be sown with good seed must first be 
cleared of weeds. The tree which is to put forth 
vigorous shoots must be lopped and pruned of 
encumbering branches. Would we wish for prac- 
tical directions to become more efficient in our 
Spiritual duties 1 Let us sow less to thejtesh, and 
more to the spirit; eat less, and rise earlier; be 
more instant in prayer ; converse less with the 
rich, and more with the poor; less with the world, 
and more with the Lord ; renounce idle reading 
and idle employments, and clear our memories of 
foolish and evil fancies. Would we wish to be 

tmore efiicient in our spiritual duties? Let us 
learn to lay our hand on our heart and say : To 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. " I have no 
desire so great as to be with Christ ; I have no 
pleasure so great as in communion with Him ; 
whom have I in Heaven but Him t and there is 
HONE upon earth that I desire in comparison of 
Him. LordJesu! I desire to give myself up to thy 
BervJce with all my might and strength, with every 
; 
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' tional purpose perfectly accords with the spirit, if not with the 
letter of the holy Scriptures. 
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faculty of iny soul and every member of my body ! 

sanctify me with thy spirit and enable me to do 
BO ! I heartily beseech thee to give me grace to 
give myself to thy service with more sincerity of 
purpose and streniiousness of endeavour! For 
though I am serving thee like a hypocrite, desiring 
my own glory, rather than thine, I wish that . I 
were more sincere . Though my affections wander, 

1 desire that they should be fixed on thee. Though 
my eyes aire blind, I desire light from thee. 
Though my wretched heart is fall of pride and 
self-conceit, I heartily desire thee to make it 
lowly/' 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



I BO not wish to recommend these Sermons to be com- 
mitted to memory, but the use of memory itself. These 
sennons, such as they are, were written with a view to 
memory, committed to memory, and preached from me- 
mory.byme. I, for my part, have found, in using my me- 
mory in this way, great benefit and happiness, for which I 
most humbly and heartily thank the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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[ POHTJCTION OF SIN NECESSARY TO OUR RECEIVING 
COMFORT FROM THE HOLY GHOST. 
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Psalm li, 8. 

Thou ahalt make mc hear of joy and gladness, that the lionea 

which Thou hast hroken may rejoice. 

This truly penitential psalm, full of humble and 
hearty acknowledgments of sin, and of earnest 
petitions for mercy, was composed by King David 
when awakened by the prophet Nathan out of that 
state of death into which a long continuance in 
sin had thrown him. His heart being disquieted 
within him, he prays with fervency and vehe- 
mence that God would be pleased in great mercy 
to blot out all his transgressions, to hide his face 
from his iniquities, to wash and cleanse hhnfrom his 
mns; that he would not cast him away from his pre- 
tence, nor take his holy spirit from him; and that 
he would restore to him the comfort of his help 
again, and jna&e him to hear once more of joy and 
gladness. Grievously as be had fallen, he had not 
quite fallen from grace. His faith was not utterly 



CONVICTION OF SIN 



[S,,HM. I- 



extinguished. The sun will shine again in splen- 
dour, though long obscured by clouds. The trees 
of the forest will flourish again, though stripped 
of their leaves by the winter's frost and covered 
with snow. So may faith exist where even sin 
has intervened. To represent casual sins as 
arguing an irremediable estrangement from God 
is to enlarge the kingdom of Satan, to make the 
way to Hell broader than it is, to mistrust the 
promises of God, and to undervalue the extent of 
grace. It is a truly evangelical doctrine, good 
tidings of great joy that those that fall may rise 
again, and that all manner of sin shall be forgiven 
unto men if they repent. 

What we learn in this psalm is that sin is not 
only the cause of all our misery, but the imme- 
diate cause of the withdrawing of all that peace 
and comfort which is of the Holy Ghost, which is 
the first fruits and foretaste of the kingdom of 
Christ, Where was now all that joy and gladness 
which David had been accustomed to feel in the 
presence, in the testimonies, in the word, in the 
works of God ? God, who had been wont to direct 
him in bis paths, and to guide him in his ways, 
and who had been the very joy and rejoicing of kis 
heart, had withdrawn himself, had hid his face, 
had left him to the devices of his own heart, and 
to the burthen of his sins. Ten mouths had 
passed, and yet we read of no godly rejoicing or 
godly sorrow, of no psalms or hymns, laudatory 
or penitential. His sins, his sins had taken such 
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hold of him that he was not able to look up. He 
was stupified by sin, and was as a soldier sleeping 
in the camp of the enemy. At last, Nathan the 
prophet comes to him as from God, and under the 
parable of a rich man, who, sparing to take of his 
own flocks and herds had deprived a poor man of 
his one solitary lamb, convinces him of his guilt, 
6aying, 2'hou art the man. 

who can then conceive the remorse which 
possessed King David when he was at length awa- 
kened ! He felt how little he had gained, and how 
much he had lost. He reflected that the fruits of 
his guilt were but of momentary continuance, that 
its sting was most durable and inveterate. He saw 
the infinite disproportion between the good and 
the evil that it brought. He weighed its delusive 
enjoyments with the unspeakable pain of rising 
from them and repenting. But above all he wept 
for the loss of that Divine presence which was the 
life of his soul, saying, Cast me not away from thy 
presence, and take not thy holy spirit from nie. O 
ytre me the comfort of thy help again, and stablish 
me with thy free spirit. 

The tongue of an angel could not comfort 
David. The prophet, the parable, and the appli- 
cation, had moved his anger rather than his tears, 
had not God's holy spirit softened his heart to 
repent. The spirit of God strove with David. 

My brethren, the same spirit strives with us all. 
With David He at length prevailed, and David 
acknowledged the victory, saying the hones which 
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thou hast broken. By the bones may be under- 
stood tlie hardness of heart, the strength, the 
strong perverseness which as a bony, stony, iron 
fence opposed a strong resistance to the gracious 
illapses of the Holy Spirit. It is as if he had 
said " Thy spirit, O God, at length conquers and 
softens my hard heart, convinces me of sin, 
and prevails with me to repent. Now therefore 
forgive me, and restore to me with thy favour 
joy and gladness.'' 

As conviction of sin, so also peace of conscience 
the heart alone is incapable of generating- God 
must shine upon it with the light of his counte- 
nance, to remove the darkness of sin. No joy or 
gladness will it ever know unless it have well 
grounded, scriptural hopes of forgiveness of sin. 
Therefore David prays, (and none that pray truly 
will ever pray in vain) that God would turn his 
face from his sins, and renew a right spirit within 
him. This is Gods work. We of ourselves can 
do nothing. Can we who made these stains blot 
them out again ? Can we leopards change our 
spots ? purge ourselves with hyssop and be clean ? 
or wash our stained and polluted souls, and make 
them whiter than snow? No; this is the work of 
that Holy Spirit which proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son. Then ivill 1 sprinkle clean water 
upon you and ye shall be clean: from all your filth- 
iness, and from all your idols, vAll I cleanse you. 
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
unll I put fffithin you: and I will take away the stony 
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heart out of your Jiesh, and I will give you an 

\ heart of Jiesh, and I unll put my spirit vnthin you, 

vnd cause you to walk in my statutes. Tlien shall 

; \ye remember your own evil ways and your doings 

I 4hat were not good, and shall loathe yourselves in 

^our own sight for your iniquities, and for your 

ahominations. Christ is our righteousness. We 

must touch the hem of his garment to be made 

clean. He maketh sore andbitideth up. He wound- 

eth and his hands make whole. He by his Spirit 

convinceth us of sin before he pardons it. He 

' Ijnaketh the bones (the bony, stony heart) to 

break first, and then rejoice. 

. My brother, whosoever thou art that hast fallen 
llike David, O learn like David to repent and turn 
to the Lord. be not hardened and stupified by 
Bin. Make not the law of unrighteouauesa your 
v^trength. Seek not to drown your shame and 
iSorrow in riot and dissipation. In vain you try to 
, break your chain ; you will but drag it after you. 
Listen not to the tempter who tempts you to des- 
pair of forgiveness, saying that Christ will not 
receive you. The controversy between you and 
. your God is not hopeless. Has he not said he 
, will forgive all manner of sins if men repent t 
Has he said he will forgive all sins but yours ? 
Yours also he will forgive if you will hut turn to 
bim. O see the sentence against you cancelled. 
See the hand-writing, the long arrear that was 
; against you nailed to the cross of Christ. Fly 
. then from sin as from a serpent ; and if the ser- 
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pent sin has got within your gtiard and stnng 
you, look to your Saviour lifted up, (of whom 
the brazen serpent was an emblem,) and you shall 
be healed. If he be a jealous God, and his jea- 
lousy bum like fire, it shall be quenched by the 
tears of your repentance. Make your peace with 
Him, and he will turn his face from your sins, and 
make you hear of joy and gladness. Though 
hope be changed into despair, yet let your prayers 
ascend, an acceptable sacrifice unto the Lord, 
and you will soon feel the comfort of God'3 help, 
the reviving influence of your Saviour's merits. 
Though the voice of conscience be loud and cla- 
morous, he will rebuke it as he did the winds, 
and the sea, saying, Peace, be still. Your case is 
not singular. The Gospel of Christ is addressed 
to you as it is to all, as to a sinner, and not as 
to a righteous person. The angels will rejoice at 
your conversion as well as at the conversion of 
the rest of mankind. All have sinned. All must 
stand trembling at Christ's tribunal. And if he 
be extreme to mark what is amiss, whose joints 
shall not be loosed t Whose knees shall not smite 
each other 1 All have need of perpetual pardon, 
even those who have the best learned Christ. 
Their sanctification is not total, but in part. Their 
affections are regulated and subdued, yet prone to 
disobedience. Their understanding is enlight- 
ened, yet there remains much darkness in it. 
Their will is rectified, yet there is perveraeness 
in it. They are exalted with the hopes of future 
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glory, but humbled by this body of death, thia 
burthen of corruption. They are in expectation 
of the crown of glory, but yet they are in the 
battle, in the race, fighting and running to obtain 
< the crown. St. Paul himself accounted himself 
not to have attained, or to be already perfect. 
He professes, Brethren, I covnt not myself that I 
have apprehended. One thing I do. I forget that 
which is behind, and endeavour myself to that which 
is before. Let us drive away despair, and look 
upwards ; confess our sins, and repent. Let re- 
pentance reconcile us with Christ ; let ua listen 
to none of his enemies ; but to his own voice. 
The Devil and our sins would hold us in bond- 
age, saying " go not to Him ; He will give you 
no rest ;" whereas He himself saith. Come, and I 
vnll giee you rest. Come, for kim that cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out. O let us turn to 
Him, for he will then never turn from us ; but 
, will turn his face from our sins, and make us, 
r broken and wounded as we have been with 
tfaem, to hear of joy and gladness, even that 
joy and gladness which is of the Holy Ghost, 
and which is the first fruits and foretaste of his 
kingdom. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, he ascribed all honour, praise, and 
: glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
I for ever and ever. Amen. 
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EVANGELICAL PROPHECY APPLICABLE TO THE PAR- 
TICULAR CASE OF EVERY CONVERTED SINNER. 

Isaiah xlii. 16. 

I wiU bring the blind by a way that they knew not ; I will lead 
them ill paths that they have not known : I will make dark- 
ness light before them, and crooked things strtught. These 
thii;gs will I do unto them, and not forsake them. 

It is long, very long, before we begin to take 
notice of the providence of God, to acknowledge 
him in every thing, and to refer every event of 
our lives to his particular Providence. We yield 
indeed a listless acquiescence as to the sovereignty 
of his providence in general ; hut this general 
belief of his providence will give us no comfort 
while we fail to make the application of it to our 
own particular case. 

The words of the text are part of the prophet's 
exhortation to rejoice in the Gospel, whether 
generally, or as to our own particular concern in it. 
The text concerns us all. I will bring the blind 
by a way that they knew not. 1 will lead them 
in paths that they have not known : 1 will make 
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darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight. These things will I do unto them, and 
not forsake them. Here we have first the persons 
■ with whom we have to do, / will bring, that is 
I God, God the Lord, he that created the heavens 
) and stretched them out ; he that spread forth the 
earth and that which cometk out of it ; he that 
[ giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to 
1 them that walk therein. He it is who will bring 
the blind, — and who are the blind 1 The Gentiles, 
sinners, such as we all are or have been. / am 
I found of them that sought me not, I said, Behold me, 
\ Sehold Hie, unto a nation that was not called by my 
me. I have spread out my hands all the day unto 
a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was 
not good, after their own thoughts; a people that 
I prowketh me to anger continually to my face. And 
what is the way that they knew not ? Christ cruci- 
fied. He is the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father but by Him. He is 
b the door of the sheep. By Him if any man enter 
f in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture. It is Christ that is given ybr a light 
of the Gentiles ; to open t?ie blind eyes, to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, and thejn that sit 
in darkness out of the prison house. Christ cruci- 
fied is the way that they knew not. All power is 
given to Him in heaven and in earth. Christ is 
the agent by whom we are converted from dark- 
ness unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. It is Christ the Lord who findeth out sin- 



I 



54 PROPHECY APPLICABLE TO [Serm. IL 

ners before they think of Him. He goeth to seek 
and to save sinners which were lost. He by his Spirit 
strives with them long in vain. He calls them, but 
they turn a deaf ear to his voice. But his love is 
not soon discouraged. He sends them affliction op 
disease ; He disappoints their pursuits ; He makes 
shame and calamity to attend their sin ; He fills 
them with distaste and dissatisfaction at their own 
devices. Then he calls to them again, saying, 
" Will you hear me now ?" He thus chasteneth us 
out of pure love. At length we listen to his voice, 
and, more out of disappointment from the world 
than from love to Him, with sullen and downcast 
looks, a doubting, wavering heart, little affected 
with love and gratitude for his forbearance, and 
full of worldly thoughts and earthly passions, but 
yet with some sincerity of purpose of relinquish- 
ing whatever offends Him, we submit ourselves, 
reluctantly, to his guidance. He gives us encou- 
ragement and smiles upon us ; but we start aside 
like a wild animal ; we sin against him ; our reao- 
lutions fail ; the way of holiness is arduous and 
difficult ; we faint, and faulter, and fall back : for 
all this time he is bringing us on in a way that we 
knew not, a new and living way which he hath con- 
secrated for ■us through the veil, that is to say, his 
jicsh, and leading vs by paths that we have not known. 
Those paths that we have not known are difficult 
to walk in ; we are apt soon to be weary of them, 
and often to err from them. Just so it is with sinners 
who enter upon the way of holiness; they are apt 
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soon to be weary of it ; and often to err from it, be- 
cause it is a way which they have not known. They 
wander in the wilderness in a solitary way ; they find 
no city to dwell iti. Hungry and thirsty, their soul 
Jainteth in them. Then they cry unto the Lord 
hi their trouble, and since the world hath stood, 
the result of this crying to the Lord in our trouble 
is, that he delivereth us out of our distress. The 
Lord Jesus is a guide that hath patience with all 
our wanderings. Though we forsake Him, yet 
he doth not forsake us. As high as the heaven is 
in comparison of the earth, so great is his mercy 
towards us. As often as our resolutions have failed, 
as often as we have renounced his guidance, as 
often as other lords have gained dominion over us, 
as often as sin hath abounded, yet his grace much 
more aboundeth ; as often as we have relinquished 
his ways, yet when we have returned to Him, 
Baying, / repent, he hath received of us. 

He is the great Shepherd, feeding his ilock, 
gathering the lambs with his ami, carrying them in 
his bosom, and gently leading those that are with 
young. Though we like sheep have gone astray, 
though we have strayed from the fold, though 

I we are at first stubborn and refractory, and with 
great difficulty submit to his guidance, yet by re- 
solving to follow his guidance. He openeth the 
eyes of our understanding to discern that He does 
not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men, 
but corrects us for our profit, that we may be par- 
takers of his holiness. 
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At length having patiently followed the guid- 
ance of the Lord, darkness is made light before us, 
and crooked things straight. Do you ask what 
these crooked things are that are to be made 
straight ? Our hearts are those crooked things. 
(For I am considering our particular concern in 
the prophecy.) Our hearts are crooked, and hia 
laws are straight, but as our hearts must be 
brought into harmonious contact with his laws, 
this must be done, not by making his lawa 
crooked, but by making our hearts straight ; by 
making straight in this desert a higkicay for our 
God. Do you ask what the darkness is that is 
to be made light ? It is the darkness of enmity 
against God, the darkness of our carnal nature. 
This darkness, this enmity, he hath abolished in his 
fiesh. What then ; can this darkness be dispelled 
altogether ? Can those who have this light discern 
the band that leads them, the arm that protects 
them, the eye that watches over them? Can they 
discern those hands which were nailed to the 
cross, and that forehead which was pierced with 
thorns ? Alas ! no ; although this is the most 
earnest desire of their hearts. Darkness, while 
we are in this dim, dark state of being, cleaves 
both to the righteous and the vncked, to him that 
sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not. Both 
are blind : but the one roves in darkness, stum- 
bling and falling in every direction without know- 
ing whither he is going ; the other rejoices under 
the conduct of a wise and faithful guide, who 
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I prevents even his foot from being dashed against 

f a stone. 

You with whom the Spirit of the Lord Jesus ia 

I Btriving yet in vain, who regard not the works of 

I the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, O be 
persuaded, before it be too late, to turn to Him ! 
For wito hath hardened himself against kirn andpros- 
pered ? Though He hide his face yet his ways are 

I intelligible. Let not day after day pasa without 

f reminding you that the night cometk, and that 
tiine shall be no more. Let not sabbath after sab- 
bath pass without reminding you that there re- 
maineth an eternal sabbath for all who will not 

I shut themselves out from it. Let not every marked 

r period of time, which is portioned out in parcels as 
if on purpose to remind you of its value, pass by 
you unregarded. Let not warnings innumerable 
be sent to you in vain. Let not the Church bell 

I sound in your ears in vain. Let not his minis- 
ters, his word, his ordinances, his sacraments be 
I considered by you as things which bear relation 
to this world only. He hath long holden his peace. 
He hath been still and refrained himself; but he 

I vnll cry like a travailing woman ; he will destroy 
and devour at once. 

And you whom he is leading in his ways, 
learn to follow Him with less hesitation, and with 
greater confidence and alacrity. He loved you 
before you loved Him. He was your guide ante- 
cedently to your own choice. He led you on by 
means which were strange to you, by means to 
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which you were by nature averse. He forsook 
you not though you have often forsaken Hira. He 
has much rectified your heart. He has given 
you much light. That which was crooked is be- 
come straight to you ; that which was darkness 
is become light to you ; because He hath made 
your hearts to be more straight and your minds to 
be more enlightened. The light which He hath 
given you is altogether internal, and is to be felt 
rather than described. It however consists in 
communion with Him, and in meditation on his 
word. 

Behold then a clear and wonderful fulfilment of 
this evangelical prophecy, in all its parts, in 
your own particular case. You were bli?id. He 
hath brought you by a way that you knew not ; He 
hath led you in paths that you have not knovm : He 
hath made darkness light before you, and crooked 
things straight. These things hath he done unto 
you, and hath not forsaken you. Open your eyes 
to see and discern in spite of the suggestions of 
his enemies, the tempter, the world, and the 
impatience of your own heart, what spiritual and 
great blessings have accrued to you by his deal- 
ings with you ; how He hath weaned your mind 
from pernicious delights ; how he hath made it 
your delight to walk in his ways. I doubt not 
but that you acknowledge, /( is good for me that I 
have been afflicted, that I inay keep thystatutes; 
before I was afflicted I went astray ; but withal 
perhaps you add. But now my heart is fixed, my 
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heart is fixed : " there are certain evils attending 
my condition. If these were but removed, my 
heart should not depart from the Lord, but should 
rather cleave to Him the more." Are you then 
yet 80 blind as not to see the meaning of the rod ? 
Do you or do you not believe spiritual blessings 
to transcend all other blessings, as much as the 
immortal soul transcends the perishable body ? 
Have you or have you not derived spiritual bless- 
ings from such evils, (whether they be real or 
imagined,) as these you now complain of? Do 
I these not come from the same hand 1 Are they 
not sent with the same intent ? Should not then 
the actual experience of spiritual advantage en- 
courage you to submit to them ? If yoa had de- 
I rived benefit from a course of medicine would you 
1 not continue it if your physician desired it? You 
fancy you have no more need of discipline, but 
the great Physician of your soul knows other- 
wise. Woe to you if he had not known your 
I heart better than you knew it yourself ! Woe to 
I you if he had not loved you better than you loved 
yourself! Where would you have been if he had 
left you to yourself? Only ask your heart what 
passion of yours would have been restrained, what 
law of his would have been obeyed, if he had not 
drawn you to himself by sending you distastes 
and disappointments in the world ? Where would 
have been the peace and happiness which you 
now enjoy 1 Where would have been all the 
I comfort which you derive from his word ? Where 




^ 
^ 



PROPHECY APPLICABLE, &c. [See 

would have been all the hopes which you derive 
from his promises 1 And O where would have 
been the actual joy which you derive from com- 
munion with himself. Halt then no longer be- 
tween two opinions. Submit yourself to all these 
thingsybr the Lord's sake. Seek first the kingdom 
of heaven. O tarry thou the Lord's leisure: he 
strong and he shall comfort thine heart. Delight 
thyself also in the Lord, and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart. Since thou wast precious in 
his sight thou hast been honourable, and he hath 
loved thee. Fear not, for he is with thee. He hath 
redeemed thee. He hath called thee hy thy name ; 
thou art his. When thoupassest through the waters 
He will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee : when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
fiame kindle upon thee. For he is the Lord thy 
God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour. 

Ifow to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and i 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON III. 



ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HEART 

AND TONGUE. 



Luke iv. 45. 
Out of the abundaiice of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

Of all the sins by which we try God's patience 
and provoke his anger, none are so foolish as those 
which are practised without adequate temptation 
or advantage. Such a sin is evil-speaking. It 
gratifies no sense, it procures no profit or esteem. 
On the contrary, it brings upon us contempt from 
without, it nourishes evil passions, and therefore 
disquietude within, and lays us open to God's 
wrath for nothing at all. Other sins have some 
pleasure attending them, but the evil speaker 
sells himself for nought. 

If we wish my brethren to cure ourselves of 
evil-speaking, there is but one course to pursue, 
and that is to amend our heart. This is the only 
way to avoid evil speaking. For it is out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. The 
clock strikes according to the motion of the 
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weights and wheels within. Speech is the off- 
spring of thought. A man cannot smother his 
sentiments : but particularly evil ones are so im- 
petuous and so agitate his whole frame that he 
may as well attempt to conceal the fire which is 
consuming his house. If we show a want of wis- 
dom in one thing, we shall show it in another. If 
we have not wisdom enough to regulate our heart 
we cannot be expected to have wisdom enough to 
regulate our tongue. He who always thinks evil 
cannot always speak well. If the spring be pol- 
luted, how can the stream be clear ? How can we, 
being evil, speak good things? Fair words indeed 
may sometimes conceal a foul heart. Fear, cun- 
ning, or hypocrisy, may produce fair words. But 
the restraint is too great. The heart and tongue 
ought to be in accordance, and this unnatural 
estrangement between them is too painful to last 
long. 

Besides, there is nothing except conscience 
which of necessity lays a restraint upon the 
tongue. Its offences are altogether unprohibited 
by human laws. No offences are so little con- 
trolled by society. None meet with less control 
or chastisement irom without, whatever conscience 
may say of them within. The guilt of evil-speak- 
ing, in the estimation of the world, seems little or 
none. Evil speakers often in the opinion of others, 
perhaps in their own opinion, pass for innocent. 
Many who much restrain and much deny them- 
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most intemperate 
who are very fair in their dealings are in their 
language most unjust. Even those who aspire to 
godliness and zeal cannot effectually restrain their 
tongue. Insomuch that there is hardly any such 
thing as unrestrained and unguarded conversa- 
tion where much is not said which is plainly re- 
pugnant to many a chapter and verse, if not to 
the whole tenor of the pure and holy religion of 
Christ. 

As the province of speech is nearly commensu- 
rate to that of thought itself; as whatever roves 
in the heart or fancy is inclined to ohtrude itself 
on the tongue, the same prudence and circum- 
spection is required for the government of both. 
I The heart prompts the tongue, and reciprocally 
the tongue affects the heart. By the tongue we 
lash ourselves into rage and fury, and by the 
tongue we can procure to ourselves much inward 



For example, are we inclined to anger ? If we 
suffer ourselves to rail we excite not only the wrath 
. of others, but our own. We become exasperated 
I by our own language ; we become more angry 
t than we intended to be ; and the end of our speech 
I has more bitterness than the beginning ; whereas 
I by restraining the tongue the cause of our anger 
V dies away. 

Are we inclined to murmur at our own condi- 
rtion? The heart obtains relief by silent submis- 
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sion, but none by vain complaints. The more we 
complain the more discontented we become. 

Are we proud and boastful? It is easy to fan 
the breath of self-esteem by speaking well of our- 
selves ; and on the contrary it is easy to learn 
some degree of humility by resolving never to 
hunt for applause, and seek our own glory in what 
we say. 

Are we envious, resentful, and malicious ? — 
Bitter complaints, accusation, and back-biting, is 
the very food of envy, resentment, and malice ; 
whereas by restraining the tongue, these evil and 
tormenting passions are starved out: they pine 
and die away from sheer want of nourishment. 

Now this is not much to ask of you my brethren, 
to learn that wisdom from the Psalmist by which 
he kept his mouth as it were with a bridle, by which, 
under temptation he become dumb and opened not 
his mouth ; you cannot, for very shame, allege that 
it is depriving you of gratification to ask you to 
lay such restraints upon yourselves. 

But ceasing to do evil is but half our duty, we 
must also learn to do well. The government of 
the heart and tongue does not consist merely in 
restraint. They must be driven on as well as held 
back. Now there are more ways than one by 
wliich the tongue may become both preacher and 
physician to the heart. 

First, in regard to our intercourse with each 
other : it is a sad symptom of disease in our 
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^nature that every one is always thirsting for ap- 
filause from his neighbours ; as if, not content with 
■being his own idol, he must he set up as an idol 
.•in the hearts of others, even though it be to the 
■exclusion of the true object of worship. It is a 
very small thing that we should he. judged by men's 
Judgments, since iife that judgeth us is the Lord. 
The apostle's injunction is inverted; every one 
Beeks his own glory instead of the glory of others, 
and instead of the glory of God. My brethren, 
God did not give us our tongue that we might 
boast of ourselves. When by vain speeches we 
lay traps for vain applause, we pervert our tongue 
to a purpose which God never intended. He uses 
his tongue well who sets a good example to his 
neighbour by pious and profitable, by charitable 
and inoffensive speech, whose speech is seasoned 
with salt, such as may minister grace to the hearers. 
Our tongue was given us to advise and instruct 
one another in regard to our eternal and temporal 
interests, to cheer and comfort one another, and 
to transact our lawful business. Would you use 
your tongue rightly with regard to your neigh- 
bour? Never suffer yourself to speak till you have 
inwardly prayed to that Holy Spirit which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, that what 
yon are about to say may contribute, not to his 
of you, but to his temporal comfort or his 
eternal welfare. This is the way to please our 
neighbour for his good to edification. 

Secondly, in regard to ourselves : a very excel- 
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lent use of the tongue is to preach to ourselves, at 
stated times, and according to our leisure and 
abilities, whatever scriptural truths our meditation 
can bear, whether it be in the language of Scrip- 
ture itself, or from such books as convey the spirit 
of Scripture. 

And lastly, in regard to God : our tongue be- 
comes truly (mr ghry when we address Him in 
prayer and thanksgiving. This is the glory of our 
nature to glorify our Maker, to declare our love, 
gratitude, and adoration of Him. Thus we excel 
all other creatures on earth, and thus we prepare 
ourselves for the society of the spirits of the just, 
in celebrating his praises, and promoting his ho- 
nour and service. 

Now to God the Father^ God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



SERMON IV. 



ON THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER. 



1 Thess. v. 17. 
Pray without ceasing. 

Our Lord and his apostles inculcate the duty of 
prayer in terms so plain and so strong, that it is 
clear that want of religion is owing to want of 
prayer. It is unnecessary to enumerate the pa- 
rables and precepts which directly and forcibly 
bear upon this point. The text — pray without ceas- 
ing — is suflScient for the present purpose. This 
text has been much softened from its literal inter- 
pretation. We are apt to soften so much that we 
shape God's commandments to suit our lives, in- 
stead of shaping our lives to suit his command- 
ments. Let us therefore inquire not how the 
words of the text may be softened, but to what 
in moral computation they actually do amount. 

To pray without ceasing implies a firm resolu- 
tion to pray every morning and every night; to 
direct our prayers unto Him early in tJie morning y 
and to lift up the hands for an evening sacrifice^ 

f2 
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and to do this in secret, tliat our Father which 
seeth in secret may reward us openly. 

To pray without ceasing signifies that we pray 
with onr families night and morning, for the Lord 
hath aaid that where two of us shall agree together 
as touching any thing ice shall ask, it shall be done 
for us by our Father which is in heaven, and that 
where two or three are gathered together in his name 
there He is in the midst of us. 

To pray without ceasing implies that on the 
sabbath day we are regular in our attendance in 
public worship at morning and evening service, 
for God has commanded that we should kee]) holy 
not part of the sabbath day, but the whole of it. 

To pray without ceasing implies that whenever 
we receive any blessing from God, (and when are 
we not receiving them 1) we should lift up our 
hearts in thanksgiving to God, who is our strength, 
our glory, and the lifter up of our head. 

To pray without ceasing implies that we should 
undertake no business without praying to Him ; 
that we should not so much as eat, sleep, travel, 
or engage in any work, whether of agriculture or 
trade, whether spiritual or secular, without pray- 
ing to the Lord to order our steps, to show us his 
ways and to teach us his statutes. 

To pray without ceasing implies that in danger, 
darkness, or doubt ; in care, distress, and tempta- 
tion, we should seek the Lord and potir out our com- 
plaint before Him, because he has invited all that 
are thus heavy laden to come unto Him. 
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To pray without ceasing implies that whenever 
!e have received any injury or provocation, real 
I or imagined, we immediately pray to the Lord 
I that every present and future blessing be bestowed 
1 the person who may have injured or provoked 
I ns ; seeing that the Lord lias commanded us to 
mj>rai/ for such as despitefully use us and persecute 
, and has threatened that if we from the bottom 
L of our heart forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
I vnll our Father which is in heaven forgive our tres- 
t. 

pray without ceasing implies that whenever 
weakness or wickedness we have fallen into 
sin we should unload our conscience of its burthen 
in prayer. O then is the time to take the wings of 
a dove, and with humble confession and deep con- 
trition flee to Him to be cleansed frmn our unright- 
eousness, and forgiven ! 

To pray without ceasing implies that we abstain 
from whatever may hinder our prayers, not only 
from sin, but from idle pursuits which engross our 
time and strength ; because 

To pray without ceasing implies that we so 
keep up the spirit of supplication as to be never 
averse from prayer, but always ready and willing 
to pray ; it indeed implies that our hearts be al- 
ways lifted up In prayer, and that we should be 
always and unceasingly praying for the Lord's 
assistance or blessing during every moment of our 
waking hours ; and lastly 

To pray without ceasing implies that our prayers. 
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tliat is, our prayers at set and stated times, at 
morning and evening for instance, be of suflB- 
cient length to leave a salutary impression on our 
own minds. We should consider prayer as the 
remedy which God himself has prescribed to cure 
the sickness of the soul, the parent of holy de- 
sires, pure satisfactions, and worthy resolutions, 
the path which leads to happiness, the preceptor 
which, under Divine grace, fits us for the enjoy- 
ment of happiness and the channel by which the 
Lord bestows that happiness upon us. O let us 
learn to pray without ceasing in this sense, that 
is, to pray without desisting, until by full and am- 
ple confession of all the sins and wickedness we 
have ever committed, we have in some degree 
disburthened our hearts. 

Would we have a test to judge of the efficacy 
of our prayers? There is nothing more obvious. 
If when our prayers are concluded we find our 
hearts lighter than they were before, we have 
good grounds, reasonable and scriptural grounds 
for supposing that our prayers have availed some- 
what. But if our heart remain notwithstanding 
as cold as ever, let not this discourage us ; let us 
still stretch forth the hand of faith to touch the 
hem of that garment by which we may be healed, 
and Christ will at length vouchsafe us the com- 
posing and strengthening influence of his Spirit. 

But this cannot be done as soon as said. It 
cannot be done in a few short minutes. Some 
time is necessary to kindle warmth of devotion 
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I and to raise up the spirit of lioliness within us. 
time if we call 
comfort. The 



This spirit will appear after a short 
it up by faith ; it will appei 
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' Lord will send his Holy Spirit to us. More welcome 
than the spirit of Lazarus to the rich man in tor- 
ment, He will compose our restless and distracted 
heart, and dismiss us cheered and strengthened 
till we return to call Him forth again. The be- 
loved disciples of our Lord felt not their hearts 
burn within them in the way until they had been 
for some short time conversing with their Lord 
risen from the dead. And shall our hearts bum 
with devotion or holiness until we have for some 
time conversed with Him ? We may and must 
converse with Him as well as they. Though he 
be not present among us in his bodily shape ; 
though he be ascended into his glory, he calls us 
to his presence by revelation and grace, and when 
we come he makes us welcome and treats us 
kindly, O what greater proof of his present and 
future favour would we have ? But can we expect 
a welcome if we hasten out of his presence before 
we have well got into it ? Shall we put him off 
with a visit so short and constrained ? Would an 
ordinary friend make us welcome if we hastened 
from him so soon ? 

The Lord is good to whom? Unto them that 
wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him. Blessed 
are all they that wait for Him. None that wait on 
Misn shall he ashamed. They that leait on the 
ijjord shall renew their strength. They shall mount 
10 
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Up with icings as eagles, as saith the prophet Isaiah, 
they shall run and iiot he weai-y, they shall walk 
and not faint. Patience is a constituent part of 
prayer. There is scarcely such a thing as prayer 
without it. There is certainly no benefit derivable 
from prayer without it. As a man can receive 
nothing except it be given him from heaven, so it is 
only by assiduous solicitation, on his own part, and 
gradual communication ou the Lord's part, that he 
can receive the best or spiritual gifts. We must 
seek the Lord, because he will not upon any slight 
address discover Himself, but after patient conti- 
nuance in prayer. We must wait upon the Lord, 
because he will not grant our requests, unless we 
patiently stay expecting till he be pleased to do it 
in his own best time. We must knock because 
the door of grace will not be opened until he be 
excited by our importunity to open it. We must 
do this violence to the kingdom of heaven before we 
can experience those benefits which the Lord be- 
stows by means of prayer. 

These benefits are certainly such as man in his 
natural state docs not easily apprehend. He would 
be independent ; a notion which is perfectly iu- 
congruous to our slate as creatures, and still more 
as weak and sinful creatures. One of the bene- 
fits of prayer is that it destroys this notion alto- 
gether, for it convinces us of our dependence upon 
God. But the chain is a golden one, for he is the 
life of the soul ; that soul is dead which feels not 
its dependence upon Him, as that soul is the hap- 
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piest which the most feels its dependence upon 
Him and is the most conformed to His will. 
Another benefit of prayer is that it gives employ- 
ment to our best faculties, employment which 
never fails to afford the most sound and rational 
satisfaction to the soul. It also opens the eyes of 
our understanding, and teaches us to discern in 
what our true interest lies, and what course of 
conduct to pursue in reference to it. But there 
are other benefits of prayer, of which we do not at 
present see the full force, of which I shall only 
mention that it keeps alive within us that con- 
gruity to the nature of Christ's elect which must 
in the natural course of things be our wedding 
garment, pur indispensable passport into his king- 
dom; and that the soul that desires to be fit for 
heavenly society must fit itself for heavenly society 
by prayer. 

Now to God the Father^ God the Son, and God 
tJie Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving^ 
for ever and ever. Amen. 




AGAIHST IDOLATRY. 



Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

As love is the fulfilling of the law, it is necessary 
that love should reign within our hearts ; but it is 
impossible that love should reign within our hearts 
if they are pre-occupied with idols of their own. 
Therefore, to cast out from our hearts all that pre- 
vents them from being filled with love was a fit 
conclusion for that beloved disciple who inculcates 
love as the chief doctrine and the whole object of 
his Epistle. 

The first thing to be inquired is what is meant 
by idols and idolatry. The Scripture certainly 
does not conclude that person to be an idolater who 
earnestly desires and steadily pursues his own true 
welfare. There are many things conducing to our 
temporal welfare which may be sought though 
not in the first place. There are many things 
which atTord much satisfaction and delight, which 
bear witness of the love of God, of his present 
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good-will and of his future good intentions towards 
us, and which are great assistances in serving 
Him. It is no idolatry to seek these in due sub- 
ordination to the kingdom of heaven . It is no 
idolatry in a hungry person to desire food. It is 
no idolatry to receive with thanksgiving all the 
good that he offers us, as coining from Him, and 
as helping us on our pilgrimage to Him. 

We read in the Old Testament that idolatry was 
the principal cause of God's quarrel with his 
people. Now, idolatry does not merely mean 
bowing down to wood and stone. 

We are guilty of idolatry when we love any 
thing which God hates. All sinful desires are 
idols frt>m which we must keep ourselves. For 
the same reason. 

We are guilty of idolatry when we blindly fall 
in with the current of the world's opinions and 
practices. The world is an idol from which we 
must keep ourselves. We are commanded not to 
he conformed to the tporld, but to be transformed by 
the renewing of our minds. The world lieth in 
wickedness. The whole tone and temper of the 
world is altogether alienate from the life of God. 
Its avarice, contempt of the poor, lusts, pride, 
forgetfulness of God, are plain to be seen even in 
Christian countries. Until our hearts be trans- 
formed from such a world as this unto Christ, we 
shall be sunk in idolatry, and among those for 
whom our Lord does not and will not pray and 
intercede. Hence 
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We are guilty of idolatry, when, in conformity 
to the opinions and habits of the world we seek 
for a heaven in this world, striving to make hea- 
ven itself of what is given us to bear witness of 
heaven, and conduct us on our way to heaven. 

We are guilty of idolatry, when, in conformity 
to the opinions and habits of the world we waste our 
time and strength in idle pursuits. Whatsoever 
labour brings with it no solid and ultimate profit, 
such as may administer consolation at the hour 
of death, is idolatry. Can the riches of the world, 
or even the good opinion of our friends, assure us 
of salvation? Can they so much as ward off the 
stroke of death ? What is it then but idolatry to 
dote upon that which can do so little for us ? 

We are guilty of idolatry, when, in conformity 
to the opinions and habits of the world, we thirst 
after the satisfaction of those desires which the 
world and not the Father has implanted within us. 
There is a plain distinction between desires im- 
planted in us by the Father, and desires implanted 
in us by the world. Love not the world, saith St. 
John in a former part of this Epistle, neither the 
things tJiat are in the world. If any man love the 
world the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
tJiatisin theworld, thelust ofthejlesh, andthe lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Fa- 
ther but is of the world. Desire of vain glory is 
idolatry. Covetousness St. Paul plainly declares 
to be idolatry. He that loveth silver shall not he 
satisfied with silver. Why shall he not be satisfied 1 
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Because it is no desire which the Father hath 
given us. To behold his glory, to be satisfied with 
his presence, is a desire which he hath given us 
wkbA which shall not be frustrated. This should 
■ be the desire of our hearts ; but the love of money 
wis the root of all evil, the riches of the world should 
llD no case enter as idols into our hearts. This 
■vas the case with the young man in the Gospel 
1 who had great possessions. He was it seems no 
liidolater as to things in their own nature offensive 
§'lo God, but still his riches were his idols which 
ixcluded the love of God from his heart, so that 
when our blessed Lord invited him to sell all 
he had and follow him, instead of saying " Even 
80, Lord Jesus, behold I leave all to follow thee" 

• he went away sorrowful. We should possess as 
■^ough we possessed not, and be at any time ready 
and willing to resign all we have, and life itself, to 
Him who gave it. To love any thing more than 

• the hopes of the Gospel is to love an idol. If any 
one thinks this is a hard saying, let him know that 
there is a delight in these hopes which transcends 
all other delights so as to make them flat and 
insipid in comparison, and therefore easy to be 
renounced . 

But the most inveterate idol in every man's 
heart is himself. Self-idolatry is often the last 

IKoare which the Tempter spreads for us to en- 
Vtrange us from the true object of our devotion. 
'A man may break through the current of the 
world's wickedness ; he may escape the idolatry 
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of sin, and the idolatry of riches, and yet gape 
after an idol after all. How did the Tempter assail 
our Lord himself? By appetite, saying, Command 
that these stones he made bread; by ambition, saying, 
A.II these things, the Mngdotns of the earth and the 
glory of them, will I give thee; and by flattery, say- 
ing, Cast thyself dovm thou Son of God, for angels 
shall bear thee up. Even thus he proceeds with 
us. First he inflames the lusts that are in our mem- 
bers; next he inflames our covetousness and ambi- 
tion ; and if with much contention and many de- 
feats we escape him so far, then he turns round 
upon us with flattery, saying, " Thou hast over- 
come, glory now in thy deeds and in thy strength, 
look to the work of thy hands, respect that which 
thy fingers have made.'' All the crimes into which 
the Tempter may inveigle us are less insidious than 
this. A man may fall into sin, repent, and reco- 
ver; but when he once accustoms himself to such 
thoughts as this, is not this great Babylon that 
I have built ; by the strength of my hand have I 
done this, and by my wisdom, for J am prudent; 
when he dotes upon his deeds, (viewing them as it 
were through a magnifying glass,) when he muses 
upon his perfections, when he indulges a vain 
complacency in what he does, or says, or writes, 
he cherishes the growth of a weed in his heart 
which kills the good seed of the word; he falls 
into a species of idolatry as inconsistent with the 
spirit of the Gospel as anysin whatsoever. It is the 
purport of the Gospel that we should cease to live 
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unto ourselves^ hut unto Him who died for us, and 
how can we live unto Him if we make an idol of 
ourselves ? Where is boasting? says St. Paul. Surely 
it cannot reside in one who wishes to be saved not 
by his own merits but by the merits of Christ. 
The religion of Christ is a religion of humiliation 
and dependence. A believer in Christ finds and 
seeks for nothing in himself, and glories in nothing 
but in his Redeemer. Boast not of thyself is 
written in the very texture of the soul. Self-glo- 
rying is not only a delusive but a disquieting 
thing, it having no foundation to rest upon. The 
intrusion of pride is an uneasy sensation ; whereas 
the heart finds relief in reposing on an unseen, su- 
perior power. Would we have rest to our souls ? 
Let us not seek it in ourselves but in Christ. Let 
us learn of him to be meek and lowly in heart. 
His yoke gives ease to the conscience and rest to 
the soul. It is not grievous ; it will not lie heavy 
on us, but it is light and easy, and has been well 
compared to the wings of a bird, which instead of 
burthening the creature, serve to bear it aloft, 
singing and rejoicing. Let us but be willing to 
keep his commandments, and we shall find them 
more agreeable to our nature (not indeed to our 
carnal but to our renewed nature) than any idol 
which we can make ; and that the gold tried in 
the fire J which he will give us, is better and purer 
than that of any golden image which we can 
set up. 
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Since then we must not and cannot make idols 
of sin, the world, or ourselves, where shall we seek 
for strength but In the Lord ? The more we walk 
in his ways and in communion with Him, the more 
we perceive that he is the life and light of the 
soul. How shall we discern this light if the soul 
he overspread with the mists of error and sin 1 
How shall we discern this light if the soul be dark- 
ened with the vanities of the world? How shall 
we discern this light if we shut it out by self-Idol- 
atry ? Let us disperse these mists, let us cleanse 
our souls from love to sin, empty them of love to 
the world, and open and expand them by the ut- 
ter exclusion of all complacence and confidence 
in ourselves, and this light will begin to dawn 
upon us. When we have cast out all idols from 
our hearts, then we shall begin to discern the true 
object of our devotion. For thus saith the Lord. 
Let not the wise man glory in his imsdom, neither 
let the mighty man glory in his migh t, let not the rick 
■man glory in his riches : but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord, which exercise loving-Mndness, 
judgment^ and righteousness, in the earth. Then we 
shall no longer bless ourselves in the earth, hut shall 
bless ourselves in the God of truth. Then we shall 
find that there are no evidences of religion like 
internal evidences. We shall have the witness in 
ourselves. We shall not need any one to teach us, 
saying, Know the Lord, for we shall find that he 
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will dwell within us, giving vs power to become the 
sons of God, and to know that we have everlasting 
life through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Now to God the Father , God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
fareoerandeoer. Amen. 
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ON THE SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS OP SOULS WITH CHRIST 

BETWEEN DEATH AND THE GENERAL 

DAY OF JUDGMENT. 



John sii. 26. 
Where I am there shall also my servant he. 

The assurance of the soul's continuing to be in a 
state of self-consciousness between death and the 
resurrection is a point that deserves our most 
serious attention. It is a thing which gives vital 
warmth to our religion, and makes us feel that 
the kingdom of God is at hand. 

It has however been made a question whether 
the soul's self-conscionsness between death and 
the resurrection be a matter of revelation or not. 
Now we have Christ's own words, and his dying 
words, to show that the soul which departs in his 
faith and fear shall be with him immediately on 
its departure from the body. Our Lord saith in 
the text, If any man serve me let him follow me, 
and where I am there shall also my servant be : 
there shall my servant be; that is, according to 
current language, exist, live, move, and have his 
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being. But lest we should misunderstand this he 
makes a particular application of the same doc- 
trine to the thief on the cross, saying, " To-day 
shall thou be with me in Paradise," thereby de- 
claring to all the world that the soul which departs 
in his faith and fear shall be with him in self- 
consciousness and happiness immediately on its 
departure from the body. Of such he has dis- 
tinctly said that they live, saying God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living. He has more- 
over shown that they live. He gave (at the mount 
of the transfiguration) to three of his disciples, 
end by their testimony to all the world, a most 
I sensible proof that the spirits of the just are living; 
that they are living in happiness, that they are 
living in glory, that they converse with their Re- 
deemer, 

Christ hath indeed given us, by promise, and 
by miracle, a more sensible manifestation of his 
kingdom than is at first sight apprehended. He 
hath promised that where he is there shall also 
his servant be. If we ask where that is, He hath 
»aid in Paradise; that is, in the region of delight 
and happiness. If we ask when, He hath said to- 
day, that is, immediately on our departure from 
the body; and if we ask how, He hath in a great 
measure condescended to answer this. O highly 
honoured disciple.3! This mighty secret your Lord 
and your God revealed to you for the comfort of 
the world ! While the vision of tlie transfiguration 
remains on record, let no believer say that this 
G 2 
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kingdom of glory is so far above him as that he 
can form no idea of it. Do we know what life is ? 
Do we know what light is? Do we know what 
motion is? Do we know what love is? Do we know 
what conversation ia? All this was exemplified 
and exhibited as constituting Christ's kingdom 
on the mount of transfiguration. Moees and Elias 
appeared there in glory, and conversed and talked 
with Him. To what purpose was this glorious 
vision? Was it revealed for the private gratifica- 
tion of those three disciples? Was it that Christ 
stood in need of consolation from Moses and Elias? 
Or was it, according to the frigid gloss of some 
interpreters, merely to symbolize that the Gospel 
had taken place of the law ? Was it not rather to 
show to all the worid a sensible manifestation of 
his kingdom ? It is his Divine will that the minis- 
try and testimony of men shall be a means of our 
believing. It is indeed no part of the Evangelist's 
intention to explain any particulars concerning the 
substance of the bodies of Christ, Moses, and 
Elias. This is a subject beyond our comprehen- 
sion. To ask VJith what, bodies do they come is a 
vain inquiry, because interminable difficulties en- 
velop the subject; but we are warranted in firmly 
and confidently inferring from the testimony of 
Christ's disciples that the individuals, Moses 
and Elias, and therefore all true believers, are 
living, and not only living, but living in happi- 
ness, and not only living in happiness, hut living 
in happiness with Christ, and not only living in 
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happiness with Christ, but in happiness of which 
we may form some conception. Can we not con- 
ceive his conversing with saints in Paradise as well 
as with sinners on earth 1 Do we beHeve that He 
was affable to all who conversed with him on 
earth ? That He, in like manner, is affable to 
Moses, Elias, and to all the saints in heaven, we 
have the testimony of those who speak that they do 
know, and testify/ that they fiave seen. Shall we not 
receive their •wit?iess ? If He tell m earthly things, 
and we believe not, how shall we believe if He tell of 
heavenly things. 

We are apt to think too basely and too grossly 
of our present senses, and therefore too coldly of a 
purer state of being. Whereas our senses may 
give us very lively notions as of the august design 
of our Creator in the first creation of man, so also 
of the happiness prepared for his elect. The 
Senses administer to holiness. The senses had a 
great deal to do with the holiness of King David. 
The beautiful scenes of the earth where he traced 
the footsteps of his Creator, helped to inspire many 
of his psalms. He who made all things made 
each thing with reference to another. When He 
gave man all things necessary for life He gave 
him all things necessary for godliness ; and He 
intended, (for He saw that all his works were 
good,) that they should kindle holiness as well as 
Joy in man's heart. And those who feel (especially 
in spiritual ordinances and devotional exercises,) 
any vestiges of this secret, intense, and holy in- 
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fluence stealing over the soul, as they probably 
are wanned with a apark of David's holiness, so 
they probably experience a foretaste of the king- 
dom of Christ. If it be alleged that such cordials 
and presages cannot be made the indispensable 
precursors of salvation, and that many good and 
pious persons live and die without having expe- 
rienced them, I answer, the curse! Cursed is the 
ground for our sake! Alas! it is the curse, which 
as it has deprived us of our best blessings, so, 
in particular, of this paramount one, the sense 
of God's favour. It is the primaeval curse which 
blinds our eyes, which weakens our bodies, and 
renders the visible creation so unfriendly and un- 
genial, that many, even of those who are regene- 
rate, are so far from being able to form a concep- 
tion of the happiness of man in the kingdom of 
Christ that they have never formed a conception 
of the happiness of man even in his innocent and 
terrestrial state. Nevertheless there is a sacred 
art of extracting happiness almost altogether spiri- 
tual from natural things, by a reference of the 
excellence of the creature to the Creator. This 
art, (as it consists with holiness) may help our 
conceptions of the kingdom of Christ. For as 
whatever does not consist with holiness alienates 
and darkens the mind from such conceptions, so 
even earthly pleasures which do consist with holi- 
ness may faintly shadow out the happiness of 
Christ's kingdom. And as the contemplation of 
His matchless works, the influence of the sun or 
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tion, the satisfaction of hunger and thirst, converse 
and communion with those whom we love, as all 
this consists with holiness, and did and does 
actually contribute to the holiness of saints on 
earth, so, in like manner, it is revealed that the 
enjoyment of life, motion, light, love, and more 
perfect and sensible communion with the Re- 
deemer, will constitute the holiness and happiness 
of saints in the mediatorial kingdom of Christ 
between death and the resurrection ; all which are 
notions by no means vague and indefinite, but 
perfectly level to our comprehension. 

If it be asked how does this doctrine of the 
immediate self-consciousness of the soul agree 
with the doctrine of the general resurrection of 
the body ? I answer Christ is the resurrection, 
the resurrection of the soul and body both. There 
is nothing revealed in Scripture concerning the 
resurrection of the body which does not accord 
with the soul being in self-consciousness with 
Christ in the meanwhile. If it be asked what 
becomes of the day of judgment? I answer that it 
appears probable from Scripture that an anticipa- 
tive, particular, or virtual judgment will be passed 
upon each one immediately after death, and that 
to those who overcome Christ will give a white 
stone, a sign of acquittal which shall be their surety 
against the terrors of the general day of judgment 
and the second death. 
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There are persona who profess that it is a matter 
of indifference whether they wake from death 
immediately or at the day of judgment, because 
they say one day with God is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day, and therefore 
they can implicitly trust Him with their life, to 
raise them up at his good pleasure; and they say 
that as to any influence it may have upon their 
life and practice, it is the same thing virtually 
whether their resurrection be immediately or at 
the day of judgment. But this is an error, an 
insidious and a dangerous error, which imper- 
ceptibly encourages a general temper of unbelief. 
This indifierence as to the time of our resusci- 
tation from the dead does not proceed from an 
implicit faith in Christ, but from lamentable cold- 
ness towards Him ; not from an excess of love, but 
from the want of it. This indifference has not 
its foundation in nature, because nature longs for 
this immediate continuance of existence. It has 
not its foundation in reason, because reason pro- 
mises this immediate continuance of existence. It 
has not its foundation in Scripture, because Scrip- 
ture implies this immediate continuance of exist- 
ence; and sure I am that it has not its origin in 
love. What we love we long for. It argues more 
love to say, " 1 long to be with Christ; I long to 
see that countenance which was crowned with 
thorns for me; 1 long to prostrate myself at those 
feet which were pierced for me" than to say " He 
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knoweth best; it is the same thing to me whether 
I see Him at the day of my death or after thou- 
sands of years." Is this the language of love? 
O would you say it of one whom you loved? 
Would you say it of your fiiend ? Would you say 
it of your child? If your child lay dead, and 
your Redeemer were on the earth again, would you 
address Him, saying " Master, I know that Thou 
canst raise my child at the day of resurrection, 
and that sufficeth ?" Was it for such a speech as 
this that He was seen to weep? When the affec- 
tionate sister, when the heart-broken parent be- 
sought the exertion of His mighty power with 
tears, saying, ** My little daughter lieth at the 
point of death, but come and lay thy hand upon 
her and she shall live," did he show his compassion 
by answering *^ Wait until the resurrection?" No, 
no. Christ came not to destroy, but to fulfil; not 
to strain, torture, or annihilate the innocent desires 
of nature, but to sanctify them ? And does He 
require of us that we should desire a serpent in- 
stead of a fish, a stone instead of bread, a sleep 
of a thousand years instead of life, glory, and 
communion with Him? He better knoweth what is 
in man. He expects no incongruities. He requires 
of us not according to what we have not, but 
according to what we have. He requires us to 
desire and hope not otherwise than after our finite 
capacity. He is pleased that we love and long 
for his appearance, that we heartily pray for his 
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kingdom to come, and if from what He said and 
from what He did we can found a hope of being 
with Him soon, (according to our finite capacity 
soon) that hope we should cherish as the joy of our 
life, putting away from us all childish diffidence, 
and approaching boldly unto the throne of grace. 

Where Christ is there shall also his servant be. 
If Christ be dead or asleep, then we his members 
shall sleep or die; but if He dieth no more, if 
death have no more dominion over Him, we must 
likewise reckon ourselves to be dead to nothing hut 
sin. For Jle giveth us to have life in ourselves. He, 
the root, giveth nourishment to all the branches. 
He the head giveth life to all the members, 
saying not, you shall have everlasting life, but, 
you have everlasting life; not you shall pass 
from death unto life, but, you have passed from 
death unto life. The whole doctrine of regenera- 
tion supposes a new principle of life imparted by 
Christ which shall survive the shock of the death 
of the body. The very word translated resurrec- 
tion bears this sense. If we coldly give our 
assent to the position that at some future time, 
(after a thousand years perhaps,) we may after 
an incomprehensible manner be in our Redeemer's 
presence, our religion will be as cold as a De- 
cember sun; but if we believe that as surely 
and as sensibly as I see you and as you see 
me we shall see Him, and be under his domi- 
nion at the day of our death, this is an in- 
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fluencing faith; it brings his kingdom nearer 
to us, for it may come upon us in a few years or 
days. 

Now to God the Father^ God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST. 



Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1 have 
commanded you. 

All things whatsoever Christ hath commanded is 
a subject inexhaustible ; but there are certain lead- 
ing ordinances, certain daily duties which he hath 
in an especial manner appointed for us to walk in. 
Whosoever wishes to conform his life to theGospel 
rule, so as to be led to the performance of what- 
soever Christ hath commanded, must walk in 
these; for Christ himself hath laid them down as 
indispensable for every one who would either begin 
or continue to be a Christian. 

In the first place prayer is that grand medicine 
prescribed by the great Physician of souls. Prayer 
is a duty of such wide extent as to be interwoven 
positively with every motion of our soul or body. 
It comprehends confession of sin, supplication for 
mercy, intercession for friends and enemies, 
thanksgiving for mercies and blessings, perpetual 
invocation of the Holy Spirit proceeding from the 
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Father and the Son to be our constant guest. It 

also includes public worship, family worship, and 

solitary worship. There is no duty which Christ 

hath more explicitly and frequently enjoined than 

this of prayer. The nnjust judge who yielded 

to the importunate widow, the friend who be- 

I cause of another's importunity rose at midnight 

I to give three loaves, the repeated assurances of 

Insk and ye shall receive, testify how earnestly we 

I are invited to this duty. It was the object of 

I Christ's religion to purify the heart; and can 

«ny thing purify it more than thus submit- 

1 ting it to the great Searcher of Hearts? If we 

I -were half as careful of the health of the soul as 

I we are of that of the body, how diligently we 

' should use the remedy of prayer ! Let us then 

begin by allotting a specific time each day for this 

purpose. Draw near to God, and He will draw 

near to you. Spare no sin, but confess it plainly, 

and repent of it heartily, that you may forsake it 

I resolutely. Think not so much of your words, 

' as of the sins you confess and of the grace you 

' seek for. Pray in such words as may best relieve 

your burthened heart. God cares not for words 

and sentences, but for repentance and sincerity; 

therefore above all things let us daily approach 

Him in prayer with a " humble, penitent, and 

contrite heart," 

Reading the word of God is also a daily duty 
which Christ hath commanded. When he says 
► search the Scriptures, he must be so understood as 
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to mean that we should make them our daily 
Btudy. The word of God is the bread of life; the 
daily food and nourishment of the soul. Now as 
food cannot nourish unless it be taken daily ; and 
as food cannot nourish if it be only taken into the 
mouth ; as it must be so received as to be digested 
and thoroughly mixed with the whole body, there- 
fore 

Meditation on the word of God is also a daily 
duty which Christ hath commanded. This is 
plainly signified in the parable of the sower, that 
we should keep his word and ponder it in our 
hearts. Unless we do this every day at stated 
times, it is impossible to keep his word in our 
heart. That the seed may take root, that it be 
not choked, nor snatched away, it is necessary that 
we meditate upon it every day. How else shall we 
keep up that intimate union with Christ which He 
himself declares to be necessary by such images 
as a branch abiding in the vine, and eating his flesh 
and drinking his blood? Howsoever careless and 
worldly persons may satisfy themselves with a few 
cold precepts of morality, a Christian knows that 
if any have not the s^rit of Christ he is none of his. 
We must be satisfied with nothing less than an 
intimate union with him and sincere aft'ection for 
liim. If we wish to keep up any aflcction for 
him, our Lord Jesus must be continually, and iu 
more especial sense for a stated time, present to 
our thoughts each dav, or in vain we shall attempt 
to do whatMevcr he hath commanded. 
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Charity to the poor is also a daily duty which 
yhristhadi commanded. Thepoorwe Itave always 
nth us. If anyone reflects upon the vast importance 
L our Lord has attached to this duty, making the 
I whole proceedings of the day of judgment to hinge 
I upon it, he cannot suppose it much that he should, 
Christian ordinance, and for the sake of 
I Christ, be required to perform some specific act 
I of charity to the poor every day, saying " I do this 
I because Christ commanded it, and for his sake." 
I This practice has a peculiar tendency, by making 
B acquainted with much human suffering to hum- 
ble and to soften the heart, so as to make it a fit 
recipient of Divine grace, but being besides so 
positively and peremptorily commanded by our 
IjOrd, it must be considered as a daily and sanc- 
tifying ordinance. 

So far we have been considering the duties 
irhich should be performed by a Christian every 
tay of his life, which are prayer, reading the 
trord of God, meditation on the word of God, 
fid charity to the poor. These are duties en- 
ned by Christ himself, and should be performed 
wly, if we wish for his Spirit to sanctify us, and 
*teach us to observe whatsoever he hath com- 
manded. The two sacraments remain to be con- 
IBidered. Baptism is essential to our salvation. 
Die Lord's Supper is also essential to our salvation. 
L Would Christ have enjoined the observance of 
I sacrament, saying do this in remembrance of me, 
vere not essential to our eternal salvation ? 
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Would lie have conveyed tlie knowledge of it 
ill a miraculous maunerto St. Paul, (who was not 
present at its first institution,) as a rite to be 
preached to the world by the apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, if it were immaterial whether we observe it 
or no? 

Can any one pretend to be a Christian who does 
not bend his whole endeayour to be spiritually 
united to Him, knowing that he hath said as a 
branch heareth no fruit except it abide in the viTte, 
7io more can ye except ye abide in me? And can 
any one endeavour to be spiritually united to 
Christ, who neglects the means He has appointed ? 
For the celebration of the Lord's Supper is not 
merely a positive commandment of our Lord, 
but the means by which he bestows that grace 
which is necessary for our sanctification, and con- 
sequently for our salvation. 

Seeing that the great work of promoting Christ's 
kingdom upon earth, or of converting souls to 
Christ, cannot rest solely upon the ministers of the 
Gospel, but that every one as he has received the 
gift should also administer it, not burying his ta- 
lent in a napkin, nor hidiny his light under a bushel, 
but letting the light of his example shine as far as 
possible to the glory of God and to the good of 
the souls and bodies of men ; can tliat man make 
the light of his example shine, or contribute his 
endeavours to advance Christ's kingdom by con- 
verting souls from the power of Satan unto God, 
who withdraws himself from the celebration of the 
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Lord's Supper ; aud does he not injure tlie public 
as well as disobey Christ and condemn himself by 
the neglect. 

Is that man fit to die who will not receive the 
Lcrament ? Is it not fit that he should, as a kind 
of rehearsal of that account which he must one 
day give at the last judgment, accustom himself 
to judge himself at this mercy-seat, that he be not 
condemned at that tribunal ? How shall he bear 
the presence of his Judge if he be not accustomed 
to kneel at the altar of repentance and mercy, 
Bering as a sacrifice to a crucified Saviour, the 
CJTucifixion of every evil thought, evil habit, evil 
desire, and evil resolution ? Do you wish for 
mercy ? JVomj is the accepted time, tiow is the day 
^salvation. Seek it not at the tribunal of Christ 
when He cometh to judge the world, but at the 
communion table, where He waiteth to be gra- 
cious, freely otiering forgiveness for the past and 
grace for the future. He hath thua said this do in 
remembrance of me. My brethren if we will not 
do this in remembrance of Him, notwithstanding 
that He hath both commanded it and hath given 
us the reason of the commandment, how shall we 
behold his face? How shall we expect mercy if 
we neglect the means by which He bestows mercy? 
Say not " I will delay it for some time" for 
sudden or speedy death may cut short the means 
of grace. You may never have an opportunity of 
doing this in remembrance of Him. 

These my brethren are some of the leading 



^ 



d 



OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST. 



[Seem. VH- 



ordinanees which Christ hath prepared for us to 
walk in. These are some of the chief things which 
He hath commanded us to observe and do. They 
are so plain that none but those who shut their 
eyes to the truth can avoid seeing that they are 
essential to our salvation. The delight attending 
their constant observance is so great and so pure, 
so reviving, strengthening, and exhilarating, that 
he who hath once entered this strait gate, he who 
hath once fairly taken Christ's yoke upon him 
would rather lose his life than lay it down. It is 
the purpose of our Lord and Saviour Christ in 
whatsoever He commandeth to unite us to himself 
as members of his spiritual body, and to that end 
to sanctify us by his Spirit, that Spirit which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, Now these 
ordinances which Christ hath thus laid down 
have a most especial and obvious tendency to this 
sanctification and this union. They will quicken 
both the hope of being like unto Him, and (what 
is infallibly consequent upon that hope) the en- 
deavour to purify ourselves even as He is pure. If 
we neglect them we cannot expect either to be 
united to Him, sanctified, or purified. 

Thus only shall we attain salvation through 
Christ, not by saying to him I.ord, Lord, but by 
doijig whatsoever He hath commanded. Let us then 
beware of the delusions of Satan. For as he de- 
ceived our first parents by saying ye shall not 
stirehj die though ye do that which God hath 
plainly forbidden ; so he endeavours to deceive us 
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now saying ye shall not surely die though ye omit 
to do whatsoever Christ hath commanded. Believ- 
ing the devil in contradiction to God brought sin 
and death into the world. Let us take heed my 
brethren lest believing the devil in contradiction 
to Christ betray us into the second death where the 
worm dieth not^ and the fire shall never he quenched. 

Now to God the Father ^ God the Son, and God 
the Holy Gfiost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live vmto themselves, but unto Him which died for them and 
rose again. 

The difference between a natural man and a 
Christian is that the one lives unto himself and the 
other unto Christ. The one seeks redemption 
from misery from the things of the world; the 
other from Christ. The one makes the world his 
Saviour and Redeemer, his Lord and Master, 
although he may call Christ his Saviour; the other 
in heart and life acknowledges no Saviour and 
Redeemer no Lord and Master except Christ. 

What it is to live unto Christ 1 shall endeavour 
to declare. In general it implies that the whole 
scope and tenor of our lives be directed not to seek 
our own private advantage, but by word and 
example to promote his doctrine and religion : but 
to be more particular, we must act— 
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First from love to Cbriat. Thia is the point 
from whence the inference in the text is taken. 
The love of Christ constra'meth us; because we thus 
' judge, that if' one died for all, then were all dead; 
and that He died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him 
which died for them and rose again. All our actions 
must proceed from love to Christ, even though we 
give only a kind word or a cup of cold water for 
his sake. 

To live unto Christ signifies that we should live 
and act as his servants, not as men-pleasers, but 
as servants of Christ, knowing that we have a Master 
in heaven. Whatever we have, whether riches, 
learning, or influence, are so many talents en- 
trusted to us, and belonging to our Lord, and to 
be employed for his service. We must not be 
satisfied with saying Lord, Lord, omitting to do 
what He has commanded, nor say My Lord de- 

Ilayeth his coming, but instantly and resolutely, 
cheerfully and diligently act as his servants, em- 
ploying our outward or inward gifts for the good 
of our neighbour in soul or body as talents belong- 
ing to our Lord. 
To live unto Christ signifies also that we act in 
strict conformity to his example. He hath left us 
an example that we should follow his steps. He that 
saith he abideth in Christ ought as he walked, so 
also himself to walk. This is a great test of sin- 
cerity in living unto Christ. It is impossible that 
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that man should live unto Christ who omits to set 
that bright and heavenly example before him in 
every thing. 

To live unto Christ signifies that we must be 
conscious of our own inability to do any thing good 
without power imparted from him. We arehis^iffi.- 
cient of ourselves to do any thing as of ourselves, but 
our sufficiency is of Him. Therefore 

To Uve unto Christ signifies that we dedicate all 
our actions to Him, trusting in his all-sufficient 
merit for their acceptance. He is our high-priest, 
holy and undefiled, and through Him only our 
services become acceptable. They must pass 
through his hands that tbey may be cleansed, 
purified, and hallowed. On Him only we must 
ground our hopes of acceptance and reward. 
When dedicated to Him our ordinary actions 
become actions of religion; but without Him our 
best actions are deficient and worthless. Unless we 
perform them for his sake they are nothing. Purity 
of intention, a sacrifice without blemish and without 
spot it is in vain to look for among all our actions. 
We must trust to Him to foi^ive their deficiencies 
and defects, and to accept and atone for them. 
All which implies that — 

To live unto Christ requires that we should im- 
plore Him for our helper in all things, and that we 
should undertake nothing without praying unto 
Him, or, which is the same thing to God in his 
name. If we wish to have our lives consecrated 
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God and Christ, and our bodies sanctified as 
the temple of the Holy Ghost we must do this. 
Prayer is a duty so essential to holiness that it is 
impossible to be holy without it. It is also a duty 
of so wide extent as to run tlirough all our words 
and deeds, and even our thoughts. This is plainly 
signified bythose frequent iujunctious in theGospel 
that we should pray and not faint, pray without 
eeasing, pray always, and pray every where, and 
continue instant in prayer; which injunctions are 
not so to be understood as if prayer were meant to 
supersede our ordinary proceedings, but that we 
should be perpetually referring our ordinary pro- 
ceedings to God, as if asking his permission and 
blessing on what we do. 

This is what distinguishes a pious Christian 
from a natural man. A man in his natural or un- 
regenerate state, thinks only, in all that he says or 
does, how to pleasehimself ; whereas the very reason, 
as the text informs us why Christ died and rose 
again was that we who have lived unto ourselves 
might henceforth live unto Him. My brethren, 
we have lived unto ourselves too long. The time 
past viay suffice us to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles, The time past may suffice us to have 
conformed to a blind, sinful, alienated world. We 
have lived to that world and to ourselves too long. 
Let us henceforth live unto Christ. Let us, instead 
of waking to selfish, vain, and worldly thoughts, 
earnestly pray to Christ for his direction, succour 
and blessing, or to the Father in his name. Let 
1 
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US, instead of pursuing our worldly business so 
eagerly as if that were the only business for which 
we live, pursue it only in reference to his will. 
Let us, instead of seeking our own pleasure in 
reading and conversing, so read and converse as 
may promote his doctrine and kingdom. Let us 
walk in all the holy ordinances which He has 
appointed for us, in prayer, in reading, in medita- 
tion, in the sacraments, in public worship, in cha- 
rity to the poor. All these ordinances will pro- 
mote his kingdom and our own salvation. Let no 
one say, " 1 am not a minister, and therefore this 
is not required of me." What is the end of the 
ministry? Is it not that we should exhort one 
another to escape from the wrath to come? Let 
every one that has a tongue join hia endeavours to 
persuade his brethren to escape from the eternal 
gulph of misery which awaits the wicked. 

All you who have ungodly relations over whom 
you have any influence, do what in you lies to 
convert them to Christ, that they may cease to 
live to themselves, but unto Him who died for them. 
Even though they scoff at your advice, the truth 
and reason which you urge upon them will have 
its weight, sooner or later. If you show in your 
whole life and conversation your lively impression 
of the speedy approach of death and judgment, 
your example will have its weight. If you live 
unto Christ you cannot be indifferent to the souls 
of others. If you live unto Christ you will always 
be desirous and endeavouring to bring the Gospel 
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to the minds of others. What! Shall we spare a 
itew words where Christ spared not his blood ? Did 
Christ undergo so much to persuade men so to 
live for a few years as to inherit life eternal, and 
Rball not we give ourselves the trouble to say a 
■few words to bring Him to one another's minds ? 
f There needs but a thought to bring Him to our 
minds with such force as to give us courage in 
every condition. Do we consider and weigh what 
-the promises of the Gospel hold out to us? Do 
■ we consider that if we will but patiently for a very 
•^few years, perhaps weeks or days, persevere in 
living soberly, righteously, and godly, our trial 
will be over, our soul will depart, and Christ will 
receive it? But if we will not live unto Him now, 
• He will be a stranger to us at that hour. If we 
itwill not confess Him before men, neither will He 
confess us before his Father which is in heaven. 

Let then our Lord Jesus be continually present 
to our thoughts. How else shall we live unto 
Him? How can we live unto Him if we do not 
even think of Him? Whatsoever we do in word or 
in deed let us do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Let us, in every thing we do, ask ourselves what 
does my Master require of me in this? Shall I do 
otherwise than He requires ? Shall I forfeit the 
friendship of Him on whom all my hopes depend? 
Shall I oft'end my King who rules and governs me, 
and my Judge who will pass sentence upon me? 
Whom have I in heaven but Him? Let there be 
.nothing upon earth that we desire in comparison 
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of Him. We shall one day see and know that He 
alone is our refuge and strength^ our shield and 
buckler^ our high tower and the rock of our salva- 
tion. 

Now to God the Father y God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost ^ he ascribed all honour ^ praise^ aiid 
ghry, mighty majesty ^ dominion^ and thanksgiving y 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in 
the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet will I rejoice in 
the Lord. 

This case which the prophet supposes was one 
which probably was about to happen in his time, 
and which certainly may happen in ours. The 
Lord hath furnished the earth with plenteousness, 
but we discern his power when He withdraws that 
plenteousness more than when He bestows it. He 
therefore sends forth his judgments in the earth to 
remind us of our misuse of his blessings. War, 
pestilence, and famine are sent because we make 
an ungrateful use of peace, health and plenty. 

In times like these especially, when the judg- 
ments of the Lord are on the earth it behoves us 
calmly to prepare to look in the face with firm- 
ness whatever evils may come upon us. How 
are we prepared for famine, fire, pestilence, or 
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Hword? How are we prepared to be turned out 
of our house, and deprived of what we call our 
property ? Could we say with St. Paul, Having 
nothing, yet I possess all things 1 It is a case which 
may happen any day, which certainly will happen 
one day. That day is certainly not very distant 
when we shall say, " All that I have gathered I 
am now leaving. These things will solace me no 
more. Others must possess them. Naked 1 came, 
naked I return. I brought nothing with me, I 
carry nothing away." Now we should accustom 
ourselves to this, and say, " 1 have nothing. I 
have no rejoicing but in the Lord. All myrejoicing 
cometh from Him. He giveth me my enjoyments 
and my capacity of enjoying them, but the chief 
excellence of these enjoyments is that they come 
from Him with whom I have to do, from Him to 
whom it is my chief desire to go. Is it my chief 
happiness now to trace his footsteps, to behold and 
think of his goodness in his works ? Has He given 
this happiness to my soul while in this mortal sin- 
ful body? Then when at his bidding I leave this 
body to be buried in the earth, will He not con- 
tinue to give me this happiness in a different or 
in a greater degree? Is not the life more than 
meat 1 Is not my soul his own workmanship, and 
will He not take care of his own? Though tJie 
earth be removed, and the viountains cast into the 
sea, yet will I not fear. " 

But though the extremity of the case which the 
prophet supposes be that of losing life itself and 
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trhat is necessary to Hfe, common necessary food, 
Hhe yields yielding no meat, and the fiocks and the 
I cut off, he also supposes the failmg in the 
rst instance only of luxuries and delicacies, the 
lossoming of the Jig-tree, the fruit of the vine, the 
labour of the olive. This should teach us to learn 
I need few things, to inure ourselves to the want 
F superfluities, not to make our belly our God, 
lot to place our happiness in meats and drinks, in 
'-trees, vines, or olives, not to mind earthly 
, not to trust iji uncertain riches, but in the 
nng God who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 
although we be not, as the prophet sup- 
>se8, denuded of our wealth, wc may soon very 
■obably lose our health, which is the same thing, 
s to lose the capability of enjoyment is the same 
hing as to lose the enjoyment itself. My brethren, 
'the day is very speedily coming upon all of us 
when we shall say / have no pleasure in these 
things. Let us not then have to make acquaint- 
nce with the Lord when we shall most need his 
Hendship. The soul that places its trust in Him 
is still fresh and green though all be withered 
about it. But if we lean on other things we must 
fall when they fall. If we lean upon our house it 
shall not stand. Our hope will be cut off, and our 
trust as a spider's web. O remember then thy 

ItCkeator in the days of thy youth. 
' The prophet supposes a joy independent of 
^elds, of flocks and herds, of Jig-trees, vines and 
I 
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olives, that is of earthly possessions and worldly 
pleasures. Though these things be taken from me, 
yet says he, / will rejoice. I will rejoice is what 
we all say ; we aim at nothing else, supposing 
that a man hath nothing better under the sun than to 
be merry. One says / will rejoice in music and 
dancing, in sports and entertainments, in dissipa- 
tion, riot, sensuality and sin. Another says I will 
rejoice in house and lands, in horees and chariots, 
in farms and gardens, in cattle and agriculture. 
Another says, I will rejoice in my friends and chil- 
dren. Another says, / will njoice in my own 
works. Is there not a great Babylon that I 
have built? Is there not a golden image that I 
have set up in my heart to worship ? This rejoicing 
is not in the Lord, but in the vanity of the mind, 
having the understanding darkened^ being alienated 
from t/ie life of God. Another will rejoice in study, 
another in trade; but how few are there who will 
rejoice in the Lord! The Lord is the only source 
of pure and steady joy. How does the Lord reveal 
himself to us but as the God of love, of peace, of 
hope and of all consolation? What is the Gospel 
but good tidings of great joy unto all people? Why 
did our Lord leave the brightness of his Father's 
glory, but that He might give rest and joy to our 
souls ? Why will we not accept the joy that He 
offers us ? It is because we will not open our eyes. 
He would anoint our eyes with eye-salve. He would 
counsel us to buy of Him gold tried in the fire; but we 
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^ fancy ourselves to berich, and to have need of nothing 
I and know not that we are wretched, and miserable, and 
I 'poor, and blind, and naked. If we be not joyful, it 
I is not because we cannot have joy, but because we 
1 will not seek it. Christ ktwcketh at the door, that 
I 'tee may let hhn in to sup with us. But no ! We 
I have some siuful desire which we know that He 
I condemneth, and which, come what may, we will 
not relinquish. Or we are so much engrossed with 
I other things that we can find no leisure to pre- 
pare our heart to receive Him. Of what joy do we 
not thus deprive ourselves! He would be within 
I 'us as aaoul within the soul, a well of water springing 
I lup into everlasting life, the principle of eternal life 
I ^within us, a never-ceasing spring of happiness. 
He would be nearer to us than any bosom friend, 
'imparting such counsel, love, and consolation as 
I no friend could ever impart. Why is He not then 
thus present with us? Has He not promised to 
I dwell within us ? Docs He not stand and knock at 
'the door? Why will we not receive him? Why 
I will we not open the door? O it is because we will 
not prepare the house, we will not purify the heart 
80 as to make it a fit receptacle for Him to dwell 
in ! Would we but do this, we should then under- 
stand what it ia to rejoice hi the -Lord. We should 
be at peace with all the worid, with our own con- 
science and with Him. We should have a light 
'heart and serene countenance. We should fear 
nothing, having Almighty power within us to pro- 
tect us; we should be careful for nothing, having 
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Almighty wisdom to direct aud govern us ; and we 
should no more doubt about being in a state of 
grace than a man doubts about being warm when 
he feels the beams of the sun. The certain assur- 
ance of our sins being forgiven would rouse us 
from sleep. "Where there is no hope, there is no 
endeavour; but where there is both sure and cer- 
tain hope and an intimate persuasion of friendship 
and union with Christ, this makes us rejoice in the 
Lord, and go on our way rejoicing. Why should 
a Christian not rejoice in the Lord? What is there 
to deject him? Do you say his sins? He could 
indeed shed tears of blood for them, but because 
he bitterly repents of them, he knows that through 
Christ they are forgiven. What is there then to 
hinder him from rejoicing in the Lord? Not sin;' 
for it has no more dominion over him : not afflic- 
tion, for he knows it is light, and but for a mo- 
ment: not the world, for it is not his home, and 
he knows nothing in it worth contending for; not 
his infirmities, for he has at hand a powerful suc- 
cour against them : not his temporal blessings, for 
they are but foretastes and testimonies of the 
goodness of Him in whom he rejoices, and helps 
to advance him on his journey to his inheritance. 
My brethren, we have been too long content to 
take up with a dead, dull and dry belief of God's 
present and future goodness towards us. That pre- 
sent and future goodness we perceive the better in 
proportion as we walk in his ways and in commu- 
nion with Him. Then we begin to perceive when 
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1 begin to walk in his ways that the statutes of 

s Lord are right, r^oicing the heart, that they 

e more to be desired than gold, yea than, muchjine 

, sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

lie more we purify our heart to receive it, the 

re of this joy is bestowed upon us, but if we 

1 not open our heart for it, it will not be given 

us; if we keep our heart shut against it, it will 

not enter; this joy will no more enter into an ua- 

repenting, unregenerate soul than heaven will mix 

ivith hell. We shall not come out of prison until 
Te have paid the uttermost farthing. But the con- 
ation of payment is easy. Repentance is the coin 
^1 which we must pay out debt, and when we 
^ave thus paid it, then we shall walk at liberty for 
we shall keep his statutes. We shall run the way of 
Ms commandments when He hath set our heart at 
hberty. Then we shall begin to learn to rejoice in 
the Lord. O then we shall improve our general 
Imowledge of God's word into a particular appli- 
cation of it to our own case, saying not only I 
know that the Lord Jesus will have mercy upon 
all penitent sinners, and will, when they depart 
from the body receive them into Paradise with 
Him, but, I know that the Lord Jesus will have 
piercy upon me, and will, when I depart from the 
body receive me into Paradise with Him. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
L glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgimng, 
I for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Ye I 



e my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 






If in this life we had no communion with Christ 
we were of all men most miserable. The vast dis- 
tance, the great gulpli which sin had caused lie- 
twcen the sinner and the offended Creator required 
a Mediator to bring us to God ; but we read of no 
Mediator to bring us to Christ; for our relation- 
ship with Him is immediate. He is willing to 
converse with those who are but willing to converse 
with Him. He opens himself to our wants; He 
gives us a free invitation to come to Him; He 
denies access to none who will not deny it to them- 
selves. In this covenant of friendship which He 
makes with us He will never fail as long as we will 
but fulfil the conditions on our part. Ye are my 
fi-iends if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

Thus the Son of God himself, the brightness of 
his Father's glory, and the express image of his 



I. X] THE FRIENDSHIP OF CHRIST. 



115 



person proffers his friendship to sinful man. Do 
but examine the qualities constituting friendship 
between one person and another, and tel! me in 
■which of them Christ is deficient; in wliich of the 
offices of friendship does He fall short towards the 
soul that depends upon Him? 

Is it the part of a friend to overlook and forgive 
faults and trespasses? How many faults and tres- 
passes of ours has He not forgiven, and does He 
not forgive! His love and patience is almost un- 
conquerable. How long did we not obstinately 
continue dead in trespasses and sins ! How we 
stopped our ears and hardened our Iiearts against 
his voice calling us to leave our sins and turn to 
Him! How long his Spirit strove with us! How 

■ long we resisted Him I How slow we were in turn- 
ing to Him! How cold, doubtful, reluctant and 
hypocritical was our obedience, and how frequent 
were our relapses into sin, and into worldly carnal 
thoughts! If we tried one another's patience as 

I much as we try the patience of Christ, how soon 
would our patience fail! Woe to us if Christ were 
as rigid with us as we are with one another ! But his 
compassion and long-suffering are infinite, there- 
fore he takes no advantage of us but waiteth to be 
gracious. His patience with regard to us was 
exemplified in his demeanour to his disciples when 
he was upon earth. On all occasions he was ready 
to excuse their infirmities, and in the last scene of 
his life when he was full of agony at the approach 
of death, when he stood most in need of comfort 
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from his disciples, when be desired nothing more 
of them but to watch with Him for a short time, 
and when notwithstanding they slept as if indiffer- 
ent to his sufferings ; instead of bitterly reproach- 
ing them he finds an excuse for them, saying the 
spirit is willing but the flesh is weak; and when 
Peter had denied him, he sends a special message 
to him, informing him of his resurrection, in token 
of reconciliation, and as applying the comfort of his 
resurrection to himself. He is still the same Lord 
with regard to us, long-suffering, ready to forgive ; 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 

It is also the part of a friend not only to forgive 
our failings and infirmities, but to point out to us 
distinctly the perfection of our duty. Christ is not 
wanting in this office of a friend. Whosoever will 
but seek his guidance will hear a voice saying unto 
them this is the way walk ye in it. If tliere be first 
a willing mind, he will allot the proper employment 
to every hour in the day. None that ever went to 
him for work have need to complain of standing 
all the day, or any part of the day, idle. 

It is also the part of a friend to cheer and com- 
fort us. No friend is like unto Christ for this. 
The only way to have cheer and comfort is to be 
thoroughly rid of sinful thought. Sin is the only 
source of sadness and heaviness: and Christ, if 
we ask it of him, will expel this mortal enemy 
from our breasts, and cleanse and cheer " the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of his 
Holy Spirit." 
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It is also the part of a friend to give us counsel 
and advice. He is the mighty Counsellor. His 
counsel is sure, and the only price that he sets 
upon it is that we follow it. Now his counsel to us 
is to repent and turn from sin to holiness, to strike 
at the root, not to be content with lopping off 
Some of the branches of sin, but to be holy as He 
is holy and to purify ourselves as He is pure. Nor 
does He give us this advice only, but He lays down 
for us a plain, intelligible course of proceeding, 
certain ordinances, for the sauctification of those 
who diligently walk in them ; namely prayer, 
searching the Scriptures, meditation, the sacra- 
ments, charity to the poor, and kindness to all. 
Nor does He stop here, but continually gives hia 
own superadded and sanctifying help to all who 
thus walk in these ordinances wliich He hath 
appointed. 

If it be therefore the part of a friend to give 
assistance when it is required, Christ never did 
and never will fail to give his assistance to those 
that ask it. For as sure as all the branches of the 
mne are sustained by nourishment from the root, 
or as sure as all the members of the body are governed 
by the wisdom of the head, so sure will all the 
members of Christ be strengthened by Him who is 
understanding to the ignorant and eyes to the blind. 
In Christ are hid all treasurer of wisdom. These 
treasures He imparts freely to all that ask it of 
Him, and He never will leave them bewildered and 
forsaken. 
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Lastly, 19 it the part of a friend to stand by us 
at the hour of need ? O then is the time to expe- 
rience the friendship of Christ! To save us at our 
honr of need is his proper office and work. He 
was crucified for no other purpose. We may rely 
on him as on a friend who will stand by us when 
the world is closing upon us. To whom else shall 
we go ? He hath the keys of liell and death. He 
maketh intercession for us to save us from His 
Father's wrath, la not this the office of a friend? 
What friend is able to do so much for us as He will 
do? What friend is willing to do so much for us 
as He hath done? Our friends here are always 
actuated by some caprice, or will be kind to us to- 
day and not to-morrow. But Christ is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Other friends fall 
off from us in times of adversity, but Christ will 
stand by us in the deepest distress. No disgrace 
will make Him cast us off. O let those wlio rely 
upon other friends, and use many endeavours to 
attach to themselves a heart that is hard or hol- 
low, — let them for the sake of the trial for once 
turn their endeavours another way. Let us bestow 
half that hearty, sedulous attendance upon our 
Saviour that men do upon those whom they wish 
to make their friends: let us be as diligent in what 
He hath commanded us to do as in following our 
own fancies; let us be as diligent in prayer, in 
reading the Scriptures, in meditation, in attend- 
ance on the sacraments, in works of charity ; and 
let us study to please Him who died for us as much 
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as to please those who care not for us, and we shall 
have Him our friend for ever ; a friend who will 
own us in our lowest condition, speak comfort to 
us in our sorrows, counsel us in our doubts, supply 
our wants, and never leave us nor forsake us ; a 
friend who when we discover friendships to fail and 
promises to be broken, will take us into his bosoni 
and support us ; a friend from whose love neither 
tribulation, nor distress , nor persecution, nor famine^ 
nor nakedness, nor peril, nor sword, nor death, nor 
Ufe, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor height, nor 
dq)th shall separate us. 

O my brethren is not this a friend worth attend- 
ing upon ? When the golden bowl is broken and the 
diver cord is loosed, when the pitcher is broken at the 
Tvell, and the wheel is broken at the cistern; when 
all the friendships of the world shall ceade, — when 
we shall say '^ my life is done ! My time is gone! 
It is past recalling, and there is nothing now but 
heaven or hell before me!" to whom shall we have 
recourse for succour ? How shall we claim our 
Saviour for a friend if we never obeyed nor held 
communion with him here ? It will be too late to 
make acquaintance with him, too late to claim his 
friendship towards us when we can give no proof 
of ours towards Him. His friendship is bestowed 
conditionally. Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever 
I command you. If we do not whatsoever He com- 
mands He will not extend his friendship to us, but 
will profess unto us / never knew you, depart from 
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ine. But if we study to please him, and are dili- 
gent in prayer, in reading the Scriptures, in 
meditation, in attendance on the sacraments, and 
in works of charity, then when we are leaving the 
world we shall say '^ I know where I am going. I 
have gone this way often before by faith and hope. 
Christ is my friend. He knoweth me, and I have 
some knowledge of Him. It is He who through 
life has been my stay and refuge, my Lord and 
Master, my peace and comfort. It is He who is 
now supporting my soul in peace and comfort. It 
is He with whom I am now going to live and reign 
for ever. Became He liveth I shall live also. *' 

Now to God the Father y God the Soriy and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Song of Solomon ii, 10, 11, 12, 

My beloved spake and said unto me. Rise up, my love, my fair 
one, and come away. For lo, the winter is past, the rain is 
over and gone ; the flowers appear on the earth ; the time of 
the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land. 

The soul that implicitly relies on Christ is not 
altogether a stranger to the holy warmth of this 
beautiful book of the Scriptures. The spirit maheth 
intercession with groanings which cannot he uttered. 
The devotion which a Christian feels towards his 
Redeemer is not to be expressed by words, or if it 
be, it is in such words as is contained in this can- 
ticle. In this book of the Scriptures the mutual 
love of Christ, and the Church, that is, all and 
each of the souls that depend on and derive their 
life from Him is expressed by two of the strongest 
attractions which human nature knows, the love of 
the bridegroom to the bride, and vernal and rural 
delight, such as is felt in gardens of spices, when 
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the sun is rising on the mountains. The scenes 
of love and happiness exhibited in this part of the 
sacred writings between Christ and his redeemed 
may be prophetical, and meant to refer to that 
more perfect and happy communion which his 
redeemed shall enjoy with Him in his mediatorial 
kingdom as soon as they depart from the body ; but 
the Song of Solomon is also a lively and faithful 
description of that spiritual union with the Re- 
deemer which is begun and which is often per- 
ceptible, even in the present life. The same 
Redeemer who will receive into his protection the 
souls of his redeemed when they depart from the 
bodyafibrds them succourwhich is often perceptible 
while in the body, strengthening them with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man. The same sun which 
rises at length in full splendour gives light to the 
world at the dawn of day before it is seen, / am 
the light of the world, saith Christ, He thatfol- 
hweth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life, even though he be yet in the flesh. 
If a man love mc, he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him and 
make our abode with him. A Christian feels per- 
suaded that He has that within him, imparted by 
Christ, which is the seed of everlasting life, and 
the token of his approximation unto Christ. The 
persuasion of this union is more soothing to the 
soul than the spring of the year is to the senses, 
when the flowers appear on the earth, when the voice 
nf the turtle 'is heard in the land. 
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We may be too diffident as well as too pre- 
sumptuous. Christ is indeed our Lord and our 
God. No one would have been so bold as to 
address him in the language of ardent affection if 
we had not warrant for it in Scripture ; but as all 
the warm effusions of Solomon's Song are ratified 
by his own words where He represents himself as 
the root of the vine of which we are the branches, 
the head of the body of which we are viembers, the 
friend, the brother, and the bridegroom of his elect, 
we have full encouragement to repose on his love 
and protection in all hours of the day or night, 
approacliing boldly to his throne of grace, and 
coming to Him as to the very God of love of peace 
and of all consolation. For this is his own invi- 
tation to our soul. Rise up, my love, and come 
away. For lo the winter is past, the rain is over 
and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the time 
of the dnging of birds is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land. This is the tenor of 
Christ's language to souls; this is the strain by 
which He draws tliem trom sin and sorrow to 
lumself. 

But O this winter ! This winter of coldness, this 
winter of sin! This it is that prevents us hearing 
the voice of love itself. Were it not for this we 
should discern his love to the soul as plainly as we 
discern that love which maketh the flowers to 
appear on the earth, the birds to sing, the voice of 
the turtle to be heard in the land, the vines to 
flourish, the gardens to bloom with myrrh and 
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aloes, and the harts and roes to leap upon the 
mountains. 

Can you my brethren truly say that the winter 
is past with you, that the rain is over and gonel Do 
you cherish no lurking desire or habit which Christ 
condemns? Haveyou no sin unrepented of ? Does 
nothing impure stand between you and purity 
itself? Does nothing fraudulent stand between 
you and truth itself? Does nothing bitter and 
malicious stand between you and love itself? Do 
you approach his table and receive the pledges of 
his love with the hearty desire of being united to 
Him by spiritually eating his flesh and drinking 
his blood, and do you bring with you no temper 
which prevents this union? If so, then tht winter 
is past with you. The darkness of the night is over 
and gone. You have arisen from the dead, and 
Christ hath given you light. The day breaks, the 
shadows fiee away. The voice of the turtle, the 
voice of peace, the voice of joy and love is heard. 
Your beloved speaks to you and says Hise up, my 
love, my fair one, and come away. He draws you 
that you may run after Him, to the mountain of 
myrrh, to the hill of frankincense. He comes forth 
to meet you. He falls on your neck and kisses you. 
He says Bring hither the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his finger and shoes on his 
feet, and bring hither the fatted calf, and let us eat 
and be merry. For you are now his fair one, there 
is no spot i7i you; you have been cleansed and 
purified in his blood. He hath blotted out as a 
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I ihick cloud yorir transgressiom, and as a cloud your 
\ mns. Fear nothing now but the loss of his love. 
I For that love is the life of your aoul. He is the 
I quickening spirit who quickens you. Though you 
I were dead in trespasses and sins He gives you to 
f have life in yourselves, the principle of life eternal, 
1 which shall survive the shock of the death of the 
body. He maketh a well of water to spring up 
within you, a well of water springing up unto ever- 
lasting life. 

■ ' Would you my brethren have evidence of this 
«ew, this everlasting life, of this love and union 
between your soul and your Redeemer? How 
should you have love with one with whom you 
have no acquaintance? And how should you have 

■ acquaintance with one with whom you have no 
■intercourse ? Frequency of communion must main- 
tain this love between your soul and your Re- 
deemer ; and if any thing occur on your part to 
I grieve and to offend him, rest not till it be removed 
by your confession and repentance. If you would 
have evidences of his love at present, and presages 
of a more perfect communion with Him after 
death, pray to Him much, pray to Him often. 
You have the fountain within you of these conso- 
lations; but unless you open it by prayer, it is a 
fountain sealed. He proffers his love to you. He 
knocks at the door saying open to me my sister, my 
love, my undefiled. He knocks at the door of your 
heart that you may let Him in to sup with you and 
to be your constant guest. Till we have opened 
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the door to let Him in to sup with us, till we have 
opened the door to our beloved, till we have accus- 
tomed ourselves to lay open every action, word, 
and thought to Him, as to our Counsellor, as to 
our Spouse we shall have very meagre conceptionB 
of his love. For that love is the life of the soul. 
Where was Adam's happiness when he was con- 
strained to hide himself from the Lord among the 
trees in the garden of Eden? Paradise itself had 
no delight for him then. The death of his soul 
then began when he withdrew from communion 
with God. Now Christ is come to restore all 
things. He has restored Paradise, for he hath 
plainly shown that it is reserved for his redeemed. 
In the book from whence the text ia taken a very 
lively image is given of the Paradise which He will 
restore. The most enchanting scenes which a 
morning sun ever smiled upon are made to describe 
it; the most fragrant odours which aromatic spices 
ever sent forth are made to describe it; love and 
rapture without alloy are made to describe it. In 
the mean time he restores Paradise to the soul by 
stamping His own image upon it. But if we would 
that He should do this for us we must court Him 
like the spouse in the Canticle. We must court 
and not shun his presence, we must not hide our- 
selves from Him. We must have nothing to hide, 
nothing to fear. We must not say Lord thou art 
austere ; we must not say / lieard thy voice and hid 
myself , for I was afraid. We must fear nothing 
but sin, nothing but displeasing Him. Every 
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other sort of fear is slavish. Fear is unworthy of 
a man. There is no fear in love ; perfect love 
castetk ouifear. Fear hath torment. Fear binds 
us in fetters, and casts us into a dungeon. Fear 
alienates us from Him and prevents us from 
serving, loving, or pleasing Him. O never shall 
we know what joy or gladness is till we have cast 
off this slavish fear and have felt somewhat of His 
love. Does his word contain nothing but harsh 
medicine ? Are there no cordials in it ? Must it 
always be a task to approach Him ? Shall we 
never, never learn to approach boldly unto his 
throne of grace in the spirit of adoption? As a 
blind man in a dungeon has his darkness in- 
creased, but when under the beams of the sun 
feels something like light and comfort from the 
sun although he see it not, so it is with us. We 
are as children, blind from their birth, but under 
the care of a most benignant guardian. Though 
we see imperfectly with the eyes of the body, the 
soul is in darkness ; and the more light it has, the 
more sensible it is of its blind and helpless state, 
and of its utter dependence on its Redeemer. In 
this blind and groping state, the reviving and 
sanctifying influence of Christ's Holy Spirit upon 
the soul (obtained by scriptural ordinances,) is as 
apparent as any effect of any cause. The light 
of grace, incipient of the light of glory, conveys 
such serenity and complacency, such quickening 
and comforting, assured, and almost intuitive know- 
ledge to the soul that it is as the crown wherewith 
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we are crowned in the day of our espousals, and in 
the day of the gladness of our heart ; and it is quite 
impossible to mistake it for the delusions of fancy, 
as it is only ta be obtained by long, patient, and 
sincere observance of scriptural ordinances, espe- 
cially of prayer. 

Now to God the Father , God the Son, (ind God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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"ON THE ANALOGY BETWEEN SPiniTTA 
NATURAL FOOn. 



Man shall not lite by bread aloae, but by every word that 
proceedetb out of the mouth of God. 

These words suggest a comparison between the 
life of the soul and the life of the body. The 
analogy is elsewhere noticed in Scripture. Our 
Lord calls himself the bread of life. Our depend- 
ence on Him as to the life of the soul, as to the 
strengthening and refreshing of the soul is signi- 
fied by eating bread and drinking wine. St. Peter 
compares the word of life to the milk which is the 
food of babes. 

' In this analogy first it is to be observed, that 
the life of the soul, like the life of the body 
requires constant food and nourishment, and that 
without food and uourishment it dies. The death 
of the soul is not indeed so obvious to sense as the 
death of the body, yet, as surely as a branch will 
die if severed from the root, so surely will that soul 
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become dead in trespaBses and sins, which do^ not 
seek the preservation of its life by communion 
with Christ and nourishment from his word. 

It is also to be observed that the life of the soul 
like the life of the body requires abundance of 
food. Now He who hath given us all things 
necessary for life has given us all things necessary 
for godliness, and the plenteousness wherewith He 
hath furnished the earth will sooner be exhausted 
than the spiritual food which His word contains. 

It is also to be observed that the life of the soul 
like that of tlie body must remain in continual 
dependence on the Lord of Life. We can never 
say soul thou hast muck goods laid up for many 
years. Give us this day our daily bread is a prayer 
as necessary for the wants of the soul as for the 
wants of tlie body. 

■ It is also to be observed that the life of the 
soul like that of the body requires food of a like 
nature to itself. The food of the body being cor- 
ruptible shows that the body itself is corruptible; 
but the food of the soul, which is the word of 
God, being incorruptible, shows us that tlie soul is 
also incorruptible. 

It is also to be observed that the life of the soul 
like that of the body requires food which is good 
and nourishing. Now the word of God satisfies the 
soul as with marrow and fatness. The word of God is 
the only food which keeps the soul in life and hope, 
in health and strength. Theword of God is sweeter 
to the soul than honey and ike honeycomb. 
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It is also to be observed that the life of the soul 

■ like that of the body requires not only that its 

I food be good and nourishing, but that the person 

rtiiat receives it be in a healthy condition. As the 

Ffeest food is rejected by a person in a fever, so will 

the bread of life be loiithsome to persons of vain, 

impure, malignant hearts. If we wish to be 

nourished by this word of life we must have an 

appetite for it, by casting out from our heart all that 

with which this word will not mix. As through- 

idut nature one thing is so set over against another 
is to require the concurrence of two corresponding 
objects to produce any effect, (for instance appetite 
with regard to food in order to nourishment,) bo it 
)b in regard to the life of the soul. There must 
be the food itself, there must be the inclination 
for the food, and there must be the nourishment 
from the food; in the language of Scripture, we 
must desire the sincere milk of the word that we may 
I grow thereby; we must desire it as babes, that is, 
I frith a heart cleansed from all evil affections. 

It is also to be observed that the life of the soul, 
I like that of the body, requires, in order to the 
I digestion of its food, that it have vital warmth im- 
parted to it. What exercise is to the body, prayer, 
reading, and meditation is to the soul. These or- 

tdinances, however, avail not otherwise than as the 
channel by which the Lord imparts that vital warmth 
to the soul which keeps in it life and health. 
' It is also to be observed that the life of the soul 
like that of the body requires that we so prepare 
K 2 
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our food for our reception as that we may receive 
it to our nourishment. As no man can satisfy his 
hunger by gazing on a field of com, so, no one can 
derive any nourishment to the soul from read- 
ing a chapter in the Bible, going his way, and 
straightway forgetting his case, what manner of 
person he is, and what manner of person he ought 
to be. The corn must be reaped, gathered into a 
bam, threshed, winnowed, and ground in a mill 
before it can be converted into bread for our 
nourishment. The word of life requires as much 
pains as this if it be converted into the food and 
nourishment of the soul. We must not look on the 
Bible as one thing and on our soul as another. 
The Bible is our food, the food of our soul. It 
must be engrafted within us. Now there is a 
faculty, my brethren, which He who commanded 
the Bible to be written has given unto us that we 
might engraft it within us, a faculty universally 
bestowed, and of wonderful power for conveying 
and engrafting this word into the heart, in regard 
to all persona in all conditions and circumstances 
of life, from the king on bis throne to the beggar 
in the streets, — 1 mean memory. Having learned 
by heart any part of the Bible, psalm, hymn, or 
spiritual song, the soul may feed upon it at ease 
and at leisure, in times, and in places in which it 
otherwise would be feeding on husks, wasting or 
misemploying its power. The camel wliich tra- 
verses the desarts is furnished by the Lord with a 
kind of natural vessel in which the animal carries 
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li large supply of water which it uses at leisure, as 
it requires the refreshment. To this kind of use 
should we apply our memory, in regard to the 
water of life. We cannot drink enough, even 
though we read our Bible daily, for the refresh- 
ment of the soul during the day, unless our me- 
*nory be stored, like the bag of the camel of the 
desart. Let us take example in this respect from 
a brute animal. In one respect we cannot be like 
brute animals if we wished it. We cannot banish 
thought; but we must think, more or less, whe- 
ther on good or evil. Thought demands employ- 
ment. If we do not make it our friend, it will 
make itself our enemy. The faculty of thinking 
was not given to us to torment us, but to make ub 
rejoice in hope and that we may so " pass through 
things temporal as finally to lose not the things 
eternal.'" It is true we cannot at all times employ 
our thoughts and memory on spiritual things. For 
every thing there is a season and a time for eoery 
purpose under heaven. When we are actively em- 
ployed in our lawful business, then we are serving 
the Lord, provided we dedicate that business to 
Him by prayer, and endeavour to serve Him in 
spirit and intention. When we are oppressed by 
fatigue, then we are not called upon actively to 
exert our thoughts, but may repose on his love 
and protection in the spirit of supplication and 
.thanksgiving. When we are doing some kind 
office of love, we are then well employing our 
dme, for love is the fulfilling of the law. It is the 
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work that the Lord hath chosen to deal thy bread 
to the hungri/, and that thou bring the poor that is 
cast out to thy house, and when thou seest the naked 
that thou cover him; and our Lord has required us 
not only say to Him Lord Lord but to do the things 
which He hath commanded. But are there not my 
brethren cases where oar thoughts are unemployed 
and unfatigued, where neither the business of our 
calling, nor the fatigues of labour, nor the duties 
of charity prevent us from exerting our thoughts? 
To what then should our thoughts revert if not 
to the word of life, to the hope of our calling, to 
the riches of the glory of our inheritance ? When 
should we more seasonably obey the Apostle St. 
Paul's injunction of speaking to ourselves in psalms, 
and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
i7i our hearts to the Lord, if not during those inter- 
vals of time in which every one's calling leaves 
him at leisure? If we wish to preserve the life of 
the soul we must make continual melody in our 
hearts to Him who is the life of the soul, even 
Christ. When we walk by the way, for instance, 
let us but desire humbly to walk in communion 
with Him by devoutly repeating some psalm, hymn, 
or spiritual song, (according to the Apostolic in- 
junction,) and we shall find that He will be a com- 
panion to us as much as He was to the two disci- 
ples going to Emmaus. We should learn to seize 
opportunities for devotional exercises, to strike 
while the iron is hot, to make our prayer unto the 
Lord hi an acceptable time. This careful and dili- 



ScftM. XII.] SPIMTUAL AND NATURAL FOOD. 13S 

gent study of God's word is required in the Old 
Testament, with a promise annexed to it of tem-f 
poral peace and prosperity. Therefore shall ye lay 
up these my words in your heart and in your sovl *, 
and hind them for a sign upon your handy that they 
may he as frontlets hettveen your eyes. And ye 

* There is one single Hebrew word which expresses all and 
more than I can say on this subject. The word is PFW to medi^ 
. tatCf and to speak, and, as some have understood it, to pray. It 
is translated in the psalms that I might be occupied (in thy words,) 
and that I might meditate (in thy word.) See the 119th Psalm 
particularly, where it bears the meaning o£ devoutly soliloquizing. 
See also Genesis xxiv. 63. Psalm cii. 1. Isaiah liii. 8. and 
Amos iv. 13. The word supposes an exercise of the heart and 
voice conjointly. " Tribuitur" says Buxtorf " animo et ori." 
But it is not about a word — ^no no, it is the spiritual comfort and 
assurance which that word means about which we should con- 
cern ourselves.. The word is defined by St. Paul in the 5th chap- 
ter of his Epistle to the Ephesians. As the same Spirit inspired 
botji the Psalmist and Apostle, their meaning in this respect is 
exactly the same. Be filled with the Spirit ; speaking to your- 
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, No dictionary could 
give the meaning of the Psalmist's word so well. Would we but 
encourage thought instead of driving it away, — would we but 
suffer reason and religion to plead their cause with the soul after 
the manner recommended by David and St. Paul, we should 
attain, or more properly speaking there would be given us, such 
confidence towards God as would be a great incentive to holiness. 

Since the above note has been printed I was glad to find this 
annotation in the Greek testament on Eph. v. 19; the rather 
that by some commentators much of the spiritual meaning of the 
passage has been overlooked. AaXely kavrf, ex usu Hebraici 
sermonis est secum cogitare et reputare, meditari, meditando sq 
excitare, sc, ad pios sensus. . > . . . 
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shall teach them your children, speakbig of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest hy the way, when thou licst down, and 
when thou risest up. And thou shalt write them 
upon the door-posts of thine house, and upon thy 
gates: that your days may be multiplied, and the 
days of your children, in tlie land which the Lord 
sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of 
heaven upon the earth. 

Lastly, it is to be observed that the life of the 
soul, like that of the body, implies that the effects 
of its nourishment, by its food, be apparent. As 
the effects of ordinary food are apparent in giving 
both real and apparent health and strength to the 
body, so are the effects of this hidden manna appa- 
rent in all who are nourished hy it. Its milk and 
honey are seen in the kindness of their dispositions, 
and the sweetness of their tempers; its oi/ in the 
cheerfulness of their countenances ; its com in the 
strength of their understandings ; its wine in the 
gladness of their hearts. Love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance — these my brethren are the fruits of the 
Spirit which are manifest — these are the infallible 
and the visible effects of daily nourishment from 
every word which proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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WHAT OBSTACLES KEEP US FROM THE LIGHT. 



John viii. 12. 

1 am the light of the world : he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

4 

I 

It is with spiritual things as with natural. There 
must be not only the agent that works, but some 
responsiveness in that which is worked upon. The 
fire will not kindle that which is damp and cold. 
The sun will not bring fragrance out of a barren 
islod of earth ; neither will the Sun of Righteous- 
ness kindle any thing that is good within us 
unless our hearts be in some measure qualified to 
Teceive His light and heat. This He hath plainly 
fihown in the parable of the sower. There must 
be an honest and good heart as the fit soil to receive 
His word. There must be His word itself as seed 
sown into it. There must be also our own watcl> 
fulness in keeping the seed, our own labour in 
bringing forth fruit, our own patience in pre- 
serving that fruit, and in bringing forth more 
and more. If on our part we are not wanting in 
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doing this, He ou his part will not be wanting in 
giving us both light and heat, comfort and encou- 
ragement. 

Sin ia the chief thing that keeps us from the 
light. Though this great light, this Sun of 
Righteousness has risen in the world, to enlighten 
every man that cometh into- the world, there are 
many to whom it has risen in vain. Those who 
are still in the darkness and bondage of sin see no 
more of this light than those who are in a dun- 
geon see the sun. In vain Christ addresses him- 
self to them saying Follow me; he thatfolluweth 
me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the 
light of life. The enemy tells them " follow Him 
not. He will not receive you because of your 
sins. Your sins have taken too fast a hold upon 
you." Thus does the tempter address us all. But 
shall we believe him when Christ says the con- 
trary in the plainest terms 1 Is not forgiveness of 
sins one of the most prominent doctrines of the 
New Testament? Do we not there read that God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world, not imputing 
their trespasses? Have we not in the very chapter 
before us, and on the very occasion on which He 
spake the words of the text a most clear and strong 
instance of his mercy to sinners? Did He not say 
to a great offender, a person taken in adultery, 
JVeither do I condemn thee, go, and sin no more? 
And is it thus that our sins are blotted out? J^ook 
how high the heaven is in comparison of the earth: 
so great is his mercy also toward them that fear 
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him. Look flow wide also the east is from the west: 
so far hath He set our sins from us. Does Divine 
goodness say to ua I do not condemn thee : thy sins 
be forgiven thee : go and sin no more ? Who can 
find in his heart to sin after considering this? 
What heart of stone is there that does not feel 
this? What sin, what darkness shall now keep 
us from the light? 

Sloth or neglecting to use and improve the light 
which is given us is another thing that keeps us 
irom the light. There are many who having 
escaped the lowest dungeons of a state of wilful 
sin, darkness and enmity with God, are still under 
the power of darkness and in great danger of fall- 
ing for want of acting up to the light which they 
receive. Have you by Divine grace conquered 
that sin which kept you in darkness and at enmity 
with Christ ? So far it is well; but there are 
other right hands to be cut off, more darkness to 
be removed. You must be like Joshua; you must 
utterly destroy, you must leave none remaining of all 
the enemies of Christ, It is indeed a great step 
to reconciliation with Him to be disengaged from, 
to fight against his enemies: but you must not 
only be disengaged from and fight against his 
enemies; you must follow Him; follow Him in all 
the ordinances which he hath prepared for us to 
walk in, in the mortification of all the evil tempers 
of our carnal nature, in the cherishing of all the 
graces and virtues which He requires, and in 
prayer and constant communion with Him, so that 
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He should never, no not for a moment, be out of 
our thoughts. We should so follow Him as to gain 
the habit of referring every thing even the most 
insignificant of words or actions to his will, asking 
his permission, in spirit and intention in every 
thought of our mind and motion of our body, in all 
that we eat, or drink, or say, or do, or think. In 
order to have this light from Christ, we must con- 
aider Him as an intimate friend, the most intimate 
friend we have in the world. There is nothing 
overstrained in this. Had Christ not been revealed 
to ua, had we to deal only with God the Father, 
our faculties would have been lost; there would 
have been nothing for the mind to rest upon ; it 
would have been swallowed up in His immensity. 
But, God being in Christ, as in a perfectly just 
and righteous man, we have no excuse for not 
acting constantly as if in reference to our dealing 
with a perfectly just and righteous man. A father, 
a friend though absent can maintain such control 
over us as to restrain us from many things. Much 
more should Christ have influence over us, know- 
ing as we do that though He be present with us 
after an incomprehensible manner, yet that He is 
present with us; Lord thou hast searched me out 
and known me. Thou knowest my down sitting and 
mine uprising, thou compassestmg path and mg lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For 
there is not a word on my tongue but thou O Lord 
knowest it altogether. Thou fiast beset me behind 
and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Having 
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tn invisible Superior ever present with us what 
manner of persons should we not be in all holy con- 

I versation and godliness. Search me, O God, mid 
know my heart: try ineand know my thoughts: and 

I see if there be any toicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting. 

Worldly mindedness is another thing that keeps 
ua from the light. While we have a heart set 

I i^on the world we never shall have light from 
Christ. We cannot follow two masters. An ardent 
pursuit of the riches of the world and an ardent 
pursuit of the riches which He would give us are 
incompatible. As those that have riches so those 
that would be rich shall hardly enter into tlie king- 
dom of God. 

Pride or self-conceit is another thing that keeps 
as from the light. While we indulge pride and self- 
conceit we never shall have light from Christ. 
As ever we would enjoy the happiness of humble 
communion with our Saviour we must beware of 
pride and self-conceit. It is a weed, it is a worm 
which devours the very seed of whatsoever is good 
within us. It was that which made angels tall 
from heaven. It is that which above all things 
keeps us from heaven. It is that which keeps the 
kingdom of God from coming upon ua. It is that 
against which the best and wisest men have been 
always the most upon their guard. Nothing keeps 
us from the light more than this. If we are 
aware of our darkness aod cry humbly to our 
Saviour for light to guide us, He will have mercy 
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Upon US, and will anoint our eyes with eye-salve that 
we may see; but if we say we see, our sin remaineth. 
As Elijah mocked the prophets of Baal, saying 
Cryaloud,for heisa god; either he is talking, or he 
is pursuing, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be 
awaked, so should we say to our soul when self- 
complacency intrudes. " Save thyself if thou 
canst by thy own merits and thy works in which 
thou gloriest." Not one spark of light and com- 
fort from above shall we have as long as we 
darken, dazzle, and delude ourselves by seeking 
for light and comfort in our own perfections and 
performances. O then as ever we would have 
that light, peace and comfort which our Saviour 
gives to the meek and lowly in heart, let us beware 
of this most dangerous of all enemies, pride! 

Lastly; an irresolute temper of mind is another 
thing which keeps us from the light. Halting 
between two opinions, doubting whether Christ will 
indeed give us this light or not,- — this is an 
evil heart of unbelief which owes its existence to 
the existence of unmortified, carnal tempers. It 
proceeds more particularly from the want of dili- 
gent communion with Christ, for If e is a reivarder 
of such as not only believe that He is, but of such 
as diligently seek Him. Those who having at first 
setting out satisfied their mind that He is, fail to 
build upon this foundation by diligently seeking 
Him are more inconsistent than those who shut 
their eyes to the light altogether. Would you 
have practical conviction of the truths of the 
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Scriptures? Pray, read, and meditate. Do not 
suspect your Bible, but suspect yourself. The 
want of truth lies not in that but in you. Men 
naturally love darkness rather than light. Those 
who are brought to love the light come to the 
Ughty and then the light is made manifest unto 
them. They come to the light by praying, read- 
ing and meditating on the Scriptures. Want of 
sustained attention to the subject is want of light. 
The more we sustain our attention to scriptural 
truths by devoutly meditating upon them, the 
more light and comfort those truths will give us. 

Ijife and immortality are revealed to us in the 
Gospel. But if we would have comfort from these 
things, our thoughts must be often upon them. 
Life and immortality are revealed to us for the very 
purpose that our thoughts should be upon these 
things. God might have bestowed upon us life 
and immortality, keeping us in ignorance of his 
intention, but seeing He has revealed it to us in his 
son Christ Jesus, this shows it to be his will that 
our thoughts should be upon these things. He 
might have kept us in ignorance that our actions 
were watched, that his eyes are upon us; but next 
to seeing Him it is the greatest degree of light 
always to remember that He seeth us. This light, 
if improved, will soon make us walk in the light 
always. For by constantly lifting up our minds 
to Him we shall find them as ready to mount as a 
flame is to ascend. Then we shall begin to prefer 
his light to our own darkness, and find that we 
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lose nothing by putting this darkness from us. 
The darkness of sin, the darkness of sloth, the 
darkness of a worldly mind, the darkness of pride 
and self-conceit, — all will give place to the hea- 
venly light which Christ will give to those who 
heartily seek it. Having cast away all these clogs 
which hindered them, our souls will be more free 
and more able to ascend in communion with 
their Redeemer. Finding no more complacency in 
sin, in sloth, in the world, or in ourselves, seeking 
neither sinfnl delights, slothful delights, worldly 
delights, nor delights in our own perfections or 
performances, we shall seek delight in being 
always either actively employed in His service, or 
in humbly and thankfully reposing in the assured 
confidence of his love and protection. Whosoever 
thus believeth in Christ shall not abide in darknesa:- 
Wkosoever thus followeth Him shall not walk in 
, but shall have the light of life. 



Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all /lonour, praise, and 
glory, vdght, nu^esty, dominion, and thanksgiving,, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON XIV. 



ON THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRlt. 



' ■ Galatians v. 22, 23. 

But the £ruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-sufEering, . 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against 
' Buch there is no law. 

This text would be sufficient to decide the con- 
ttorersy as to the possibility of ascertaining whe- 
ther or not the soul be in a state of acceptance 
with God if we did not shrink from the operation 
of probing and searching the heart with necessary 
questions. Here are infallible marks laid down 
which are as symptomatic of the soul's health as 
regular pulse, appetite, sleep and digestion are 
symptomatic of the health of the body. Here 
are certain presages of our salvation, indicative 
of our infallible acceptance with God; for they 
are fruits of his Spirit, and against those happy 
persons who have and keep them there is no law; 
no law, either in this world or in the world to come. 
Would we my brethren examine faithfully whe- 
ther our souls be in this happy state or not ? Love 
is the principal symptom of the soul's health. 
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When our Lord says / Itave chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain: he immediately 
adds these things I command you, that ye love one 
another. Love is the great test laid down by 
St, John. Hereby we know that we have passed 
from death unto life if we have love toward the 
brethren. Love is the first criterion which the 
apostle in the text laya down for us, love to God 
and man. As to love to God you say how can 
we but love the source of love and goodness ? No 
one can love God who loves that which He hates 
or hates that which He loves. You say you love 
your neighbour also : are you in the habit of doing 
good to hiin in soul and body, as far as your sta- 
tion permits? Perhaps there is one or more who 
have used you despitefuUy, treacherously, and 
unjustly, who are thwarting your inclinations, in- 
juring your interests or reputation, and who have 
a thousand evil qualities, and how is it possible, 
you ask, to love them? My brethren, there is no 
remedy but one, and that is prayer. By praying 
for them you must conquer your resentments and 
dislikes, and love them, love them even for Christ's 
sake, or you in vain pretend to that love which is 
the fulfilling of the law. 

Peace is also a symptom of the soul's health. 
Now there is no such thing as peace without 
innocence. Peace is the result of innocence, 
such innocence as is imputed to ns by Christ's 
atonement. On this subject then I ask have 
1 
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you from the bottom of your heart repented of 
all your sins? And do you keep such a watch 
over your heart from whence are the issues of life 
as to guard it, with all dilig'ence, by every means, 
and to the very best of your power from every evil 
thought? This is the only way to have peace. 
Peace will not consist with unrepented sin, nor 
with a double mind. It is the influence of death, 
Bot peace, which tlie unconverted feel. There is 
I »o peace saith my God to the ivicked. 

We come to the consideration of long-suffering. 
Is there any evil attending your condition which 
you do not cheerfully bear for Christ's sake, or 
which is the same thing for the sake of your owo 
salvation? Is there any thing that you wish for 
more ardently than to live with Christ in glory 
for ever ? Do you seek any thing before the king- 
dom of heaven ? And do you wholly and solely 
submit your condition and inclinations to the will 
! of God? 

Gentleness and meekness are also symptoms of 
Ae soul's health. How fares your soul in respect 
to gentleness and meekness ? Do you give way to 
anger? Are you irritable? Is it in the power of 
persons or of things to put you beside your pa- 
tience ? Or do you condemn the least ebullition 
^^^ ctf anger as a sin, and to be repented of? Do you 
^^ft lincerely and resolutely keep your mouth as it 
^^H were with a bridle, and if you suffer a hasty, 
^^B *iigry expression to escape from you, do you 
^^H repent of it from the bottom of your heart and 
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earnestly pray to God to forgive it you? Are you 
more mindful of your own trespasses against God 
than of the trespasses of others against you? 

Temperance is also a symptom of the soul's 
health, temperance in the ordinary acceptation of 
the word. Do you pray to God for " grace to use 
such abstinence that your flesh being subdued to 
the spirit you may ever obey his godly motions in 
righteousness and holiness ?" Are you always 
vigilant and careful that your table be not made a 
snare to you, and are you careful to avoid the 
least excess in that respect not only as injuring 
the body, but as contributing to the blindness of 
the soul 1 

Goodness is also a symptom of the soul's health. 
In general with respect to goodness ; is it your 
ambition to be good, or only to be thought good? 
Do you endeavour to please God or men ? Do you 
ask yourselves what shall I do to be thought an 
intelligent, clever, honourable, upright and pious 
person, or what shall I do to set forth the glory of 
my gracious Lord ? What shall I do to impress 
upon the minds of my neighbours that life is short, 
that God is just and holy, and that death and 
judgment are rapidly approaching? This you will 
say belongs to ministers ; but it also belongs to 
every one, as they have received the gift so to 
minister it. It belongs to every one to set a good 
example, so to order his conversation as to admi- 
nister grace to his hearers, and so to please his neigk- 
bour siajbr his good and to his edification. 



I 

J 



Sehm. XIV.] 



OF THE KPIRIT- 



140 



Joy and faith are also symptoms of the soul's 
health. With respect to these you ask how can 
you always have joy in a world of sorrow? And 
how can the faith of things unseen counterbalance 
the strong impulses of sense ? I answer, joy and 
faith, and all the fruits of the Spirit are not things 
which spring up in the mind by chance. They 
are engendered by God's Holy Spirit in the patient 
study of his word. Concerning which study I 
shall make three observations and then conclude. 
First if any one wishes to profit by reading his 
Bible, let him never take it into his hands until 
he have most humbly besought God to forgive his 
sins and to enlighten his mind with his Holy 
Spirit that he may understand that holy word. 
Secondly let him not confuse and perplex himself 
by reading over and over again what his own un- 
assisted understanding cannot comprehend; but 
let him have recourse to the references in the 
margin, to his minister, or to any of the thousands 
of excellent bookswhich breathe the spirit and help 
to the knowledge of that sacred word : for, reading 
the Bible, and reading books which are written 
for the express purpose of expoimding and con- 
veying scriptural truths to the mind may often 
amount to nearly the same thing. And thirdly 
let him not as soon as the Bible and such books are 
closed go his way as he who having beheld his 
natvralface in a glass straightway forgetteth what 
manner of man he was, but let him, according to 
his leisure and ability, commit to memory, let him 
learn by heart any thing relating to scriptural 
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truth that may convince his heart, and help his 
sanctification and salvation; and thus let him as 
his business permits, preach to himself; for men 
will learn of themselves when they will learn of no 
other preacher. This is the way my brethren to 
profit by the word of God so as to convert it into 
the food and nourishment of the soul. It must be 
read, marked, learnt, and inwardly digested. St, 
Paul exhorts us to speak to ourselves in psalms 
and hyinns and spirituai songs, singing, and making 
melody in our heart to the Lord. We are com- 
manded to lay up his words in our heart and in 
our soul, speaking of them when we sit in our house, 
and when we walk by the way, and when we lie 
down, and when we rise up. 

Remember also the parable of the Sower. The 
devil is always ready to take away that which is 
sown in the heart. Therefore let men store and 
exert their memories as they can bear it with 
whatever in the treasury of God's truths purifies 
and comforts their hearts; and this conjoined with 
prayer will (Divine grace concurring) drive away 
all by which men's minds are pestered in solitary 
hours, and will effectually kill those weeds and 
thorns which hinder the growth of the blessed 
fruits of the Spirit. 

And let us not my brethren be discouraged 
although these fruits do not at first appear in 
their full maturity and perfection, but let us ten- 
derly watch over them and cherish their growth. 
The great Husbandman indeed expects his vine to 
be fruitful, but he patiently waiteth. Woe to us 
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if He did not. His long-suflFering is wonderful, 
and shall we my brethren continue to abuse it, 
and continue in sin that grace may abound ? 
Shall another and another year pass and find us 
as unfruitful as the barren fig-tree ? Shall we go 
on until we hear at length, Cut it doivn why cum- 
bereth it the ground ? 

If our sluggish carnal nature have kept us long 
in ignorance, O let us at length be persuaded to 
arise from the dead that Christ may give us light! 
That light must shine upon us whether as upon 
the sluggard that rises at noon-day or as upon the 
diligent servant that cheerfully begins his work 
at day-break. It is more difficult to exclude it 
than to receive it, as to exclude the light of heaven 
from our waking sight is more difficult than to 
receive it. I do not mean to say that men are 
often changed in their minds as some will be in 
their bodies at the general resurrection, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye; but that 
as the day at length shines in full splendour, 
although darkness at first mingle with the dawn, 
so will the life of the regenerate, although at 
first it be darkened and defiled by the workings 
of a carnal mind, become purer and brighter, 
shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

Now to God the Father ^ God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour j praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON XV. 



ON PREPARING AND JUDGING OF THE STATE OF 
OUR LAST ACCOUNT. 



Every one of us Bha!l give account of himself to God. 

THIS account ! Lord Jesu ! To whom shall we 
render it but unto Thee, who art ready to judge 
the quick and tlie dead ! Be merciful to us when 
we appear hefore thy judgment-seat! Be merciful 
to our unrighteousness, and remember our sins 
and iniquities no more, and write thy laws io our 
hearts and in our minds! For thou art the life 
of our soul. Thou quickenest whom thou wilt. 
Thou art the Lord of Life. We derive the life of 
our soul from none but thee. 

To prepare for this account is the great business 
of our life. Religion aims at nothing else. Now 
there are certain means laid down in Scripture by 
which we may not only prepare, but have good 
assurance of the state of our account. First 

Repentance is necessary to prepare for this 
account. Repentance stands in place of many 
deficiencies. Except ye repent ye shall perish. 



Sebm. XV.] ON PREPARING AND JUDGING. &c, 153 

Nothing but unpardoned sin should make us fear, 
and nothing should make us doubt of pardon but 
want of repentance, of that repentance " whereby 
we forsake sin." For otherwise it is no repent- 
ance at all. If we say ' * Lord I repent " without 
a firm resolution to forsake all that offends the 
Lord, and to amend our lives, this is only the 
prayer of the hypocrite, drarmny near vnth our lips, 
while our heart is far from him. 

Forbearance and forgiveness towards others is 
also necessary to prepare for this account. We 
must beware of using this language pai/ me that 
thou owest, if we wish our thousands of talents to 
be remitted unto us. If we wish to be forgiven 
we must forgive. 

Charity to the poor is also necessary to prepare 
for this account. With what measure ye mete it 
sliall be measured to you again, saith our Lord, and, 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Prayer to the Lord Jesus is also necessary to 
prepare for this account. We must make both 
acquaintance and friendship with Him in prayer. 
We must have no secrets from Him. We must so 
state our accounts with Him as if we were imme- 
diately about to appear in his presence, 

Devotedness to the Lord Jesus is also necessary 
to prepare for this account. We must devote our- 
selves entirely to Him, making it our chief con- 
cern to please Him, living solely to Him, doing 
all in his name whatsoever we do in word or deed. 
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doing for his sake all the good we can to others in 
soul or body, so that when we give up our account 
to Him our conscience may bear witness tliat the 
business for which we lived, was, not to serve the 
flesh, but to serve Him. 

Here then are some of the means by which we 
may pre])are and by which we may judge of the 
state of our account. Our repentance is a test by 
which we may judge of the state of our account. 
Is it sincere? Have we confessed all? Have we 
searched and tried our ways ? Have we searched 
and tried all of them, or have we hid some of 
them ii'om ourselves ? Have we looked them in the 
face, or have we winked and turned away our 
eyes from them? Have we forsaken all that is 
sinful, all that is odious? Do we abhor that which 
(in our own conduct especially) has been evil? Do 
we resolve with all our soul to cleave to that which 
is good? If so, then we have comfort, for the Lord 
saith iei the wicked forsake his way and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and let him turn to the 
Lord, and he will have onercy upon him, and to our 
God for he will abundantly pardon. 

Our forgiveness of others is a test by which we 
may judge of the state of our account. Rancour 
and enmity against others are heavy charges 
against us, but if our heart be perfectly free from 
these evil affections, then we have great hope of 
mercy and favour, seeing that if we forgive men 
their trespasses, our heavenly Father icill also for- 
gioe ours. 
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Our charity to the poor is also a test by wliich 
we may judge of the state of our account, for we 
ought to be able to say whether we are, in this 
respect, merciful after our power. 

Our prayers are also a test by which we taay 
judge of the state of our account. When we have 
satisfaction and comfort in laying open our hearts 
to Him who made them, this is a sign of his grace 
and favour. This confidence towards God is a great 
assurance that our account is such as He would 
accept if we were called upon to render it up 
immediately, as wc may be any day. 

Our devotedness to the Lord Jesus is also a test 
by which we may judge of the state of our account. 
The Lord Jesus represents Himself as dealing with 
ua as we do with one another. Do we not require 
servants and labourers to employ all their time 
and strength in our service? When we take ac- 
count with labourers, do we pay them if their 
work be unperformed t Why should our Lord's 
work be so much easier to be accounted for than 
our ordinary work? The image of labourers in 
avineyard implies not indeed unreasonable or un- 
merciful work, but daily, regular, and steady la- 
bour, such as fairly employs a man's best powers. 
The parable of the talents shows that He requires 
an account of our time, our strength, our wealth, 
our abilities. Do you then my brethren employ 
all your talents which He hath given you to the 
very best of your power in His service? This is a 
trying question, because it implies devotedness of 
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the heart to the Lord Jesus, and most of us would 
rather give Him any thing than that. If you say 
" yes; you really do employ all your talents which 
He hath given you to the very hest of your power 
in His service," your conscience will speak more 
joyfully to you than I can. If you say " No; you 
do not employ all your talents which He hath 
given you to the very best of your power in his 
service," then I advise you not to give up your 
case as hopeless, because you may amend ; you 
Toay grow in grace i you may be a branch that will 
he purged to bring forth more fruit ; but I remind 
you that until you serve your Lord with more 
sincerity of purpose and strenuousness of endea- 
vour, you cannot in reason expect that conscience 
should give you the comfort of a full assurance of 
a favourable audit. 

He whose conscience sums up both sides of the 
account will not find it difficult to strike a balance. 
And if he strike the balance in his favour, he will 
not fear the prison. For where sin hath abounded, 
grace much more aboundeth. 

Abundance of pardon is set over against abund- 
ance of sin. But nothing is set over against un- 
repented sin, or insincerity of mind. If our heart 
condemn us not then have we confdence towards God. 
In one respect our heart does and must condemn 
us, for having had wicked ways and unrighteous 
thoughts; but if we forsake our wicked ways and 
our unrighteous thoughts, then our heart will not 
condemn us we having confidence towards God, 
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tlial ia, having confidence thai God will forgive us, 
having confidence, not of innocence, but of grace 
and favour. 

Why then should a man be afraid to meet bis 
God and Saviour? What remains in deatli to be 
dreaded? Do we dread to be with Christ? Are 
we loth to leave a clay cottage, having a house 
not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens? Shall 
we not be under the dominion of the same God 
and Saviour ? Is this world the beet part of his 
creation ? Are the riches, the honours, the plea- 
sures, the friends that we meet with here so much 
better than that heavenly company, those plea- 
sures at his right baud, that fulness of joy for ever- 
more which He will bestow ? Is this corruptible 
body better than that state of incorruption, life, 
happiness, and glory which He hath prepared for 
u8 ? Or do we doubt his word ? Shall we believe 
one another's promise and not believe his? Has 
He not fulfilled and is He not fulfilling hia word 
already ? Does He not comfort ua ? Does He not 
reveal Himself to ua in prayer and in the devout 
study of his word, though it be through a glass 
darkly ? Shall not then the certain and assured 
hopes of departing from this body and being with 
Him be always with ua and be always welcome? 
I Shall we rejoice in other things and not in this I 

^^^L Shall not our heart be where our treasure is ? 
^^H If we would have acceptance with Christ when 
^^H we leave the body, and comfort from Him while 
^^^1 vet in the body, let us strive to make Him our 
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friend, by obeying Him, serving Him, pleasing 
Him, praying to Him, and following his steps. 
He that saith he abidetk in Him ought as He walked 
30 also himself to walk. If we wish to be accepted 
by Christ in heaven, we must give our whole heart 
to Him now. If we are strangers to Him now. He 
will be a stranger to us then, saying / never knew 
you. We must observe and maintain that temper 
of heart which will make the passage from hence 
to his kingdom an easy transition. 

There is a great congruity in what happens 
to ua in this world with what will happen to us 
in the world to come. There is a connecting 
link between both. If there we receive, here we 
must ash. If there we find, here we must 
seek. If there it be opened to us, here we must 
knock. If there we be delivered from Satan's tor- 
ments, here we must be delivered from Satan's 
power. If there we be delivered from death, here 
we must be delivered from sin. If there we be 
admitted into glory, here we must be admitted into 
a state oi grace and reconciliation. If there we be 
possessors, here we must be heirs. If there we have 
the inheritance itself, here we must have the first- 
Jruits of it. If there our happiness consists in 
r^oidng in the presence of the Lord, here our 
happiness must consist in the same thing. If 
there we see face to face, here we must see through 
a glass, darkly. If there we know as also we are 
knovm, here we must also know hi part. If there 
the kingdom of God be manifested to us, here the 
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kingdom of God must also come upon vs by our 
resolving to repent and turn to Him, and live 
soberly y righteously ^ and godly. 

The kingdom of God should not be altogether 
strange to us when we arrive there. A believer 
then will say of the glorious sights which shall be 
revealed to his view '' these are not strange to me 
for my frail mortal sight discovered them to me in 
part when I groaned with desire to know more of 
Him who made them." He will say of angels and 
choruses of hallelujahs ^' these are not strange to 
me, for I have prayed, sung, and rejoiced and 
have made melody in my heart though fainting 
under weakness and corruption." And he will say 
of Christ ** He is not strange to me, for He has 
been already enthroned in my heart, the life of my 
soul, my principle of action, not only the truth and 
life, but the way. He who is now receiving me into 
ghry has long been guiding me vnth his counsel. 
For He is the mighty Counsellor and the Prince of 
Peace.'' 

Now to God the Father , God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving , 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



SERMON XVI. 



ON THE SEAL OF REGENERATION : WHAT OBSTACLES 
PREVENT ITS BEING DISCERNED. 



In whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise which is the earnest of our inherit- 



The confideat assurance of our adoption in Christ 
is agreat point in religion, being indeed the grand 
incentive to Christian holiness and perfection. It 
is Satan's advantage to hide from us this assurance 
and all the comfort and encouragement arising 
from it; and as long as we are irresolute and incon- 
stant in prayer he succeeds in keeping us in doubt 
or ignorance of our adoption ; but let a man arm 
himself by faith, praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the spirit, and watchinij there- 
unto with all perseverance, and he will soon dis- 
cern the earnest of his inheritance, the indwelling 
of the Spirit, the pledge of his adoption in Christ, 
the seal of his regeneration. He will arise from t/ie 
dead, and Christ will give him light. The Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation will be given unto him. The 
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eyes of his understanding will be enlightejied. He 
will know something of the hope of his calling ; of 
the riches of the glory of kis inheritance, and the 
exceeding greatness of the Lord's power unto them 
who believe. He will be strengthened with might by 
the Spirit in the inner man. Christ will dwell in 
his heart by faith. Being rooted and grounded in 
love he will comprehend something of the breadth 
and length and depth and Jieigkt. He will knaw 
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge. He will 
he filed with all the fulness of God. 

There are my brethren many hindrances, many 
obstacles of our own making which prevent us 
from attaining any degree of assurance of having 
this seal of the Holy Spirit. 

One great hindrance to our obtaining any de- 
gree of assurance of having this seal of the Holy 
Spirit ia consciousness of guilt. It is one of the 
attributes of God's Holy Spirit to convince us of 
sm. It is one of the symptoms of the workings 
of that Spirit that we should remember our own evil 
ways, and our doings that were not good, that we 
should lothe ourselves in our own sight for our ini- 
quities and for our abominations. Consciousness 
of unworthiness when attended with repentance is 
no proof against our having the seal of the Spirit; 
it is even a proof of the contrary, and should com- 
fort us, as affording one infallible mark of the 
Spirit'^ operations. 

Another and a greater hindrance to our obtain- 
ing any degree of assurance of having this seal of 
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the Holy Spirit is, want of sincerity in giving our- 
selves up to his guidance. So much ■wilful exclu- 
sion of that light which is always ready to be 
imparted from above is so much want of assur- 
ance of the seal of our inheritance. Will any one 
say that the good suggestions (that is the sugges- 
tions of the Holy Spirit of promise) are not dis- 
tinguishable from those of the tempter or of our 
own hearts t Are the workings of the Spirit and 
the workings of the flesh so much alike that they 
cannot be known one from the other? In propor- 
tion then as we obey the dictates of the Holy 
Spirit we shall have assurance of his seal. If we 
are sincere in devoting ourselves to his guidance, 
we shall he more and more watchful to obey his 
motions, until we shall arrive at such a degree of 
assurance of being marked and sealed for happi- 
ness eternal as to leave room for no doubt what- 
ever. 

The impression of this seal is not altogether 
unperceived by men. The fruits of this devoted- 
ness to the Holy Spirit will be visible. The fruits 
of the Spirit are manifest, manifest to the world, 
still more manifest to the person in whom He re- 
sides. Men indeed are slow to attribute good 
works to the Spirit of God when they can possibly 
attribute them to any thing else. But still, the 
lives of a regenerate and of an unregenerate 
person are so different as to be visible and appa- 
rent to all. -By their Jhiits ye shall know them. 

But whether other men shut their eyes or no to 
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^H the work of the Lord, a regenerate person has 
^^M such marks of his own regeneration within him- 
^^M self that he can say with calmness and sincerity 
^^H with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
^^M judged of men's judgments. He feels that he is 
^^m renewed in the spirit of his mind. He is aware of 
^^B the symptoms of the new birth. He knows that 
^^1 his desires are as different from what they used to 
^^1 be as light from darkness. He knows that what 
^^1 before he loved, now he hates, that what before 
^^1 he trusted in, he now contemns, and that what 
^^1 was before his joy, is now his grief. He knows 
^^m that prayers and ordinances which before he hated, 
^^1 are now his delight ; that the word of God to which 
^^1 his carnal nature was once averse, is now sweeter 
^^M to him than honey mid the honeycomb ; and that 
^^1 eternity which before gave place to every trifle, ia 
^H now the subject on which his thoughts repose with 
^H most delight. If infirmity prevail it is infirmity 
^H in which the will has no part. His conscience ia 
^H alive and alert. He is immediately sensible of 
^^1 his transgressions and errors, though they be ever 
^^1 so small ; repents, and recovers. The laws and 
^^P the Spirit of Christ are his compass and guide. 
The cross of Christ is the pillar of fire that goes 
before him to guide his steps. Let him faint and 
faulter, let him stumble and fall ever so often, he 

I never abandons the guidance of that light which 
Christ affords him. He follows after no other 
light, he acknowledges no other Master. Other 
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lords cannot get dominion over him. Sin in but 
an unruly rebellious servant in the house and has 
no dominion over him as a master. The seal is 
set too firm and sure. He has tasted the grapes 
of the promised land. He is enlightened. He has 
tasted of the heavenly gift; he is made partaker of 
the Holy Ghost. He has tasted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come. 

But the most ordinary hindrance to our obtain- 
ing any degree of assurance of having this seal of 
the Holy Spirit is, neglect of scriptural ordinances, 
especially prayer and meditation. Light is given 
to us by means of these ordinances. Though the 
carnal mind be averse both to the means and to 
the end, being born with a disrelish for the truth 
and loving darkness naturally better than light, 
yet light and truth, when once admitted, are the 
life and comfort of the soul. 

Though the path leading to eternal life seem 
arduous at first, though the gate be strait and the 
way be narrow, yet when we have once entered 
upon the strait and narrow entrance to a holy 
life we shall walk on with assurance and confi- 
dence, having OMrfeet shod with the preparation of 
the Gospel of peace. Though spiritual duties and 
ordinances he at first attended with difficulty and 
hardship rather than pleasure, yet, in the process of 
regeneration these very duties lose their forbidding 
aspect and become the greatest comfort of our 
lives. In proportion as the will and all the facul- 
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ties are brought into subjection to the will of God, 
comfort ensues instead of self-denial. 

Now whatever comfort we find in holy ordi- 
nances and a holy life after that we have believed 
in Christ and repented is nothing more nor less 
tlian an impression of the seal of the Holy Spirit of 
promise. !n proportion aa this comfort is vivid 
^^^ and sincere the seal of the Spirit will be visible 
^^^B and clear. This comfort and consequently the 
^^^P I impression of this seal will be more or less dis- 
cernible as we advance or recede in the way of 
holiness. When the heart is ardent in love to the 

I world and cold in love to God, that is ardent in 
love to what He hates, and cold in love to what 
He loves, the impression of this seal is so faint as 
to be scarcely discernible; but as we become more 
constant in prayers, and meditations, and scrip- 
tural ordinances, the seal becomes so strong and 
BO clear, that we are convinced of having, under 
God's own hand, a deed of gift of an eternal in- 
heritance; we are made to know that we have 
eternal life even by the comfort which He gives in 
scriptural ordinances. This comfort by the way 
is also a great security for our continuing in the 
ways of holiness. For let us say what we will of 
the weakness of our nature, we are not easily per- 
suaded to renounce that which is in fact the 
greatest comfort of our lives. 
Would you my brethren have assurance that 
you have within you the seal of the Holy Spirit 
of promise? Allot some considerable portion each 
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day to prayer and meditation. So long as you 
keep up this practice so much comfort and assur- 
ance you will have from it. But if you do not 
keep your lamp trimmed and burning it will give 
you no light. The world, in this as in all other 
things gives you counsel in direct contradiction 
to Christ. Your Lord thus exhorts you. Examine 
yourselves, prove yourselves whether ye he in the 
faith, for the gate is strait and the way is narrow. 
Pray vnthout ceasing. Meditate upon these things. 
Watch and pray. Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. If your heart condemn you not, 
you will have confidence towards God. Jesus Christ 
dwelleth in you except ye he reprobates. Give diU- 
gence to make your calling and election sure. You 
will know of the doctrine whether it be of God. The 
world says on the contrary " Do not think of 
these things. They do not concern you. Eat, 
drink, and be merry. God is merciful. Do not 
trouble yourself to inquire whether you are the 
proper object of his mercy or no. It is a mere 
idle dream to suppose that you can gain any light, 
comfort, assurance or encouragement from such 
examinations.'" Have you not my brethren been 
convinced by practical experience of the false- 
hood of these suggestions ? Have you not felt 
relief at the heart after prayer in public or pri- 
vate ? What it this but an impression, a faint 
one perhaps of the seal of the Spirit ? Follow this 
up, and you will find God's band-writing on your 
soul to be as legible as the ten commandments 
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which He wrote with his own finger on the tables 
of stone. 

Must the aflFairs of the world engross all your 
thoughts ? Must the body, this earthly vessel in 
which our treasure is contained, be die only 
thing to be cared for ? Is the life of the body 
so very long and so very certain ? Must the 
noble passion of hope be the only passion un- 
employed ? Is not the certain assurance of being 
sealed with the Spirit, the certain assurance of 
living with Christ immediately on our departure 
from the body a proper object on which to 
exercise your hope? And can this hope be kept 
alive without prayer and meditation ? The word 
of God is quick and powerful^ sharper than any 
two-edged sword. It is a medicine which is able 
to sanctify and certify us of being objects of our 
Redeemer's mercy ; but that a medicine should 
be efficacious it must be duly used. This word 
must be engrafted if it save our souls. Now it 
cannot be engrafted without prayer and medita- 
tion ; but let us be diligent in prayer and medita- 
tion ; and we shall before long discern a clear 
fulfilment of that gracious promise of our Lord's 
/ am the light of the world. He that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness hut shall have the 
light of life. Give us this light O blessed Jesu 
to guide our steps to Thee ! Anoint our eyes 
vnth eye-salve^ for we are blind. Clothe and cover 
us with white garments that the shame of our naked- 
ness do not appear. Give us gold tried in the fire ^ 
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for we are wretched^ and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Gliost, be ascribed all hoTiour, praise, and 
glory, might, mc^esty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
J for ever and ever. Amen. 
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1 John iii. 14. 

We know that we have passed firom death unto life, because we 
love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth 
in death. 

We know that we have parsed from death unto 
life. These things are written that we may know 
that we have eternal life. The anointing which we 
have received of Him abideth in us. We have an 
unction from the Holy One and we know all things. 
The sheep follow the shepherd^ for they know his 
voice. He that believeth on the Son of God hath 

THE WITNESS IN HIMSELF. 

By these and innumerable other passages it 
plainly appears that all who patiently consider the 
subject may have certain assurance that they are 
children of God, and heirs of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. The test by which we are to dis- 
cover this, is, our loving the brethren. For love is 
of God, and every one that loveth is born of God 
and knoweth God, for God is love. From the 
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beginning to the end of this Epistle love is the 
doctrine which St. John inculcates in the strongest 
terms ; love to the brethren, as the test of our 
having love to God ; love to the brethren, as the 
proof of our having passed from death unto life. 

Seeing then that brotherly love is so indis- 
pensable in every regenerate person, we should 
use every means in our power to keep it alive. 

The first means to be observed of keeping alive 
within us love to the brethren is praying for them. 
This we are plainly commanded to do in Scrip- 
ture. Among creatures so full of imperfections 
as we are, it cannot be but that causes of oflFence 
must intervene. But if we heartily pray for those 
with whom the relations and circumstances of life 
bring us most into contact, that God the Father 
God the Son and God the Holy Ghost would 
" prosper them with all happiness and bring them 
to his everlasting kingdom," this will overcome 
our resentments ; especially if we follow up our 
prayers by doing to them, for the Lord's sake, all 
acts of courtesy and kindness which may be in 
our power. This is tlie way to overcome evil with 
good. Prayer places even our worst enemies in 
such a point of view of indigence and weakness 
as will eftectually disarm us of our anger againat 
them. 

Another means of keeping alive within us love 
to our brother is the habit of speaking well of 
him, if we speak of him at all. This is the best 
courtesy we can show him. What ! Is there 



Sebm. XVII.] OF REGENERATION. 

nothing honourable about him ? Is he altogether 
vile ? Is his Maker's image quite gone? Has he 
no redeeming qualities? If we speak of him at 
all, let ua speak of these. Have we not the seeda 
of good as well as of evil in our hearts ? Why 
should we be always fixing upon the food that 
nourishes what is evil instead of the food that 
nourishes what is good ? Why should we be like 
the vulture which feeds upon carrion instead of 
being like the bee which feeds upon flowers? 
Why should we be always hunting after faults 
instead of perfections? Would we keep alive 
within us love to the brethren ? Let us never 
speak either to him or of him but in a charitable 
manner and with a charitable intent. 

Another means of keeping alive within us love 
to the brethren is general watchfulness over our 
hearts. We are often betrayed into bitterness 
(not to say hatred) towards our brethren from 
mere inadvertency. Idle conversation is a thing 
especially to be guarded against on this account. 
In many words there wants not sin. A mere word 
will often rouse up some latent animosity and 
kindle the sparks of bitterness and malice. But 
as we may extinguish a spark where we cannot 
smother a flame we should be watchful to avoid 

whatsoever engenders bitterness. We are remiss 

^^L in opposing the beginnings of sin and negligent 
^^1 to observe the tendency of every motion of the 
^^H heart. Names with which are associated some 
^^M little grudge or cause of dislike ; things which 
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occasion complaint or disgust are mentioned as 
recklessly as it' it were indifferent to us whether 
sweetness or bitterness were predominant in our 
hearts. Can we not avoid thoughts or conversa- 
tion which tend to stir up the natural bitterness 
of the human heart ? Must we always stand in 
need of a preacher to remind us that love, love 
is the fulfilling of the law, or of a voice to thunder 
in our ears whosoever hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer ; lie that loveth not his brot/ier abideth iit 
death ? 

Another means of keeping alive within us love 
to our brother is to consider that he has impressed 
upon him the image of his Maker ; that nothing 
incident to him can utterly deface this ; that falleu 
and depraved as he may be, he may repent, 
recoverj and shine like the sun in the firmament. 

Another means of keeping alive within us love 
to our brother is to consider that he is not only 
the image of our Creator, but the image of our- 
selves, and that we cannot altogether despise him 
without despising ourselves, because we resemble 
him so much. 

Another means of keeping alive within us love 
to the brethren is to think of the good offices we 
receive at their hands, and that they are indeed 
the instruments, under Providence, of all or most 
of the good tliat we enjoy. 

Another means of keeping alive within us love 
to the brethren is to remember our own trans- 
gressions and deliciencies towards the Lord instead 
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of being too extreme with our brethren when they 
transgress or fall short of their duty to us, seeing 
that as vie forgive others their trespasses, our heavenly 
Father will also forgive ours. 

Another means of keeping alive within us love 
to the brethren is to have a mind weaned from 
affection to this world. This would strike at the 
root of all those bitter en^'yings which engender 
hatred and destroy brotherly love. When we are 
able to say " I have nothing here and 1 desire no- 
thing but to please and to be united to the Lord 
I desire to be rich in nothing but in his grace" 
we shall no more be plagued with hatred envy or 
animosity. We shall have few competitors for this, 
or, if we have many competitors, yet there will be 
abundance for all. We shall learn to make more 
just estimates of things. We shall be competitors 
for nothing. We shall see that all that the world 
contends for so eagerly is in itself unsatisfactory, 
that men in wantonly increasing the riches of the 
world increase that which is not their oten, and had 
themselves with thick clay. 

Lastly, the principal and indeed the only means 
of keeping alive within us love to the brethren is 
having love to God. This is the test by which all 
our actions must be judged. No principle is praise- 
worthy but the principle of pleasing God. Every 
sacrifice must be kindled with this holy^re; and 
salted with this holy salt. Bg this we knotv that 
we love the children of God wheji we love God. 
We must love the brethren because they are rfie 



i 



17 



LOVE THE TEST 



children of God, favoured and beloved by their 
Creator, because He desires their good, because 
He recommends us to the love and care of each 
other, not as rivals and competitors for the things 
whereof we stand in need, but as pensioners on 
his bounty and mercy, because it is his most 
positive commandment that he who loveth God, 
love his brother also, aud because He will manifest 
his love towards us in proportion as we manifest 
ours towards the brethren. 

Love to God is not only a motive, but a means 
of our loving the brethren. For love to God sup- 
poses communion with God ; and there is such a 
delight and complacency in communion with God 
as will naturally dispose us to love all men. Love 
is the temper which is the natural result of com- 
munion with God. Our communion with God is 
not sincere and effectual unless it give ua a tem- 
per of love. If any man say I love God and 
hateth his brother he is a liar. Love to our brother, 
is, in the nature of things, the effect of commu- 
nion with God, for God is love itself. 

If our brother be a godly, righteous person he 
will in himself be more amiable, having the image 
of his Maker more legibly impressed upon him. 
But if he be neither godly nor righteous, we, if 
we love God, shall feel towards him a temper of 
unfeigned pity and compassion. Hatred, for the 
most part, has its origin in jealousy and envy. A 
child will hate another who stands between him 
and any toy which his childish fancy dotes upon. 
1 
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But do we ever hear a man hating a. child ? Will 
any one who fares sumptuously every day hate a 
poor beggar at his gate t If our communion with 
God be really a cordial to the soul we shall from 
oar hearts compassionate those who want this 
cordial, and those whom we compassionate we 
shall not find it difficult to love. J^ove as brethren. 
Bays St, Peter, be courteous, hepitiful, having com- 
passion one of another. 

Love to God as it engenders peace and joy 
within ourselves, must naturally engender love to 
the brethren. Love to God is the test of our 
having passed from death unto life. Now can we 
make such a transition as this of passing from 
death unto life without feeling much joy from it? 
And is not joy congenial to love? When shall we 
overflow with love if not when we attain our heart's 
best wish ? 

The light of God's countenance cheers the heart. 
His loving-kindness is better than life to those that 
love Him. When this change is made, the change 
of becoming reconciled to God instead of being at 
enmity with him, that is the change of having 
passed from death unto life it must be made mani- 
fest by its effects. We shall be no brawlers but 
gentle. We shall not strive nor cry. There will 
be an end of reviling. Competition and rivalship 
will be at an end. There will be no more bicker- 
ing about our petty affairs, no more miserable 
passions. Everij day, and at all times, evening, 
morning, and at noon we shall praise his name, speak 
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of his r'lrjhteousness and show forth his salvation. 
We shall have a continual liberty of access to his 
presence. Then He will teach us a new song. We 
shall learn a new language. The language of our 
hearts towards our brethren will be O taste and 
see that the Lord h good! How excellent is his 
hmng-kindness ! O that you would be abundantly 
satisfied with the fatness of his house! O that you 
would drink of the river of his pleasures! O let 
us walk in th£ light as God is in the light that we 
may have fellowship one with another, and that the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son may cleanse us from 
all sjM .' O blessed Jesu, who by thy beloved dis- 
ciple St. John giveth us commandment that we 
should love one another, give us grace evermore 
to keep this commandment that Thou mayeat 
dwell in us and we in Thee, and that fiereby we 
may know that Thou abidest in us by the spirit which 
Thou givest us ! 



Now to God the Fatlicr, God tJie Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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LOVE THE MEANS OF ATTAINING SPIRITUAL 
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1 Cor. xii. 31. 

But covet earnestly the best gifts : and yet show I unto you a 

more excellent way. 

The gifts of the Holy Ghost of which the Apostle 
speaks in this chapter were given for the edifica- 
tion of the Church ; and there are spiritual gifts 
from the same Giver, and to the same purpose 
which are still to be coveted earnestly ; but the 
gift which concerns us chiefly, and which concerns 
us all, is that of holiness, or comfort from commu- 
nion with God. We^ says the Apostle, are ambas- 
sadors for Christy as though God did beseech you 
by us : we pray you in Christ's stead be ye recon- 
ciled to God, Make him your friend. Put me in 
remembrance^ saith He, let us plead together. Tell 
Him all that lies most heavy on your heart. Put 
Him in remembrance of all the wicked folly of 
your youth, how often you refused to listen to his 
voice, how at length He prevailed upon you to turn 
to Him resolving to forsake all that ofiended 

N 
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Him, how often your resolutions have failed, 
how often you have since grieved his Spirit, how 
your carnal nature still clings about you, inter- 
rupting your communion with Him, lessening 
your faith and trust in Him, making you less de- 
sirous of his favour than of vain-glory in all you 
say and do. It is his friendship that we must covet 
earnestly. For this we must hunger and thirst. 
For this we must cry and lift up our voice, seeking 
it as sitcer, and searching for it as for hid treasures. 
The world tells us to covet other things, that we 
shall not gain God's friendship by coveting it; and 
that it is no matter whether we gain it or no. But 
as the Lord will make good only his own word, 
and not the word of his enemies, and as He hath 
said that without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord, and that those who hunger and thirst after 
it shall be filled, this should make us covet earn- 
estly this best gift. 

What we covet we shall be always labouring 
for. Now in regard to the attainment of holi- 
ness, the one thing needful, without which no 
man shall see the Lord, we must not only allot a 
portion, and a considerable portion of our time 
each day to prayer and reading and meditating on 
the Scriptures, but we should so drink of these 
wells of life as to preserve a temper of holiness at 
all times. 

We must learn to look on the holy Scriptures 
as the greatest treasure that the world contains. 
Our Lord Jesua Christ himself stood up in token 
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of reverence when He read the holy Scriptures, 
Of all the monstrous follies of which we are 
guilty, none is greater than talking idly of the 
Scriptures. Can the very devils themselves mani- 
fest a greater alienation from God than mocking 
at his word ? There are many who though really 
or apparently reclaimed from the ways of sin can 
find in their heart, for the sake of a wretched joke, 
to speak irreverently and indecently of the word 
of life. Is it possible that such persons can know 
any thing of the nature of holiness ? Is it possible 
that they can ever have tasted the sweetness of that 
word? For my part I would rather hear a man 
curse and swear,— I would rather hear him blas- 
pheme in a fit of anger (though the crime be a 
dreadful one and a mark of an unregenerate mind,) 
than hear him speak smilingly and jestingly of 
any thing relating to the sacred text. In the 
name of God my brethren, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the name of the Holy Ghost 
who inspired the Scriptures, choose some other 
subject for your mirth. Laugh if you like at 
every thing under the sun, but preserve in the 
midst of your laughter some reverence for the 
message of reconciliation, the message of our gra- 
cious Maker to his apostate creatures, some reve- 
rence for that word which is spirit and which is life, 
some reverence for that word on which depend 
our hopes for ever and for ever. 

This is the reason why our life in Scripture is 
called a warfare; that whereas holiness being the 
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temper in which we should pass through it, and 
temptations outward and inward perpetually oc- 
curring to beat down this guard of holiness, the 
warfare is literallj' incessant. There is positively 
not an hour, no nor a moment in which we are 
not tempted to do, say, or think something contrary 
to hoHness. There is uo respite from this warfare 
hetween the fiesh and the spirit. We rest from it 
only when we sleep, and scarcely then. This is 
the reason why St. Paul so constantly exhorts us 
to pray without ceasing, to pray every where and to 
pray always with all prayer and supplication in the 
spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication. O let us remember that it is 
only to Him that overcometh that our Saviour will 
give the blessed reward of life everlasting. Seven 
times our blessed Lord repeats when he had re- 
vealed Himself for the last time to his beloved 
disciple St. John in the island of Patmos that he 
only that overcometh shall attain the promises. 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree 
of life. He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the 
second death. To him that overcometh will I give 
to eat of the hidden manna. He that overcometh 
and keepeth my words unto the end, to him tvill I 
give power over the natio?is. He that overcometh 
the same shall be clothed in white raiment. Him that 
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God. To hivi that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame. 
Now this overcoming is not to be performed by 
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repeating a few cold prayers morning and even- 
ing, and abandoning ourselves all the rest of the 
day to all the assaults of an active, hostile, carnal 
mind, the worst enemy of all; if we wish to over- 
come we must he always clothed with that armour 
which St. Paul speaks of in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, in short, we must be always, in spirit 
and intention, praying. On this subject Scripture 
is explicit. Whatever we are about in the whole 
course of the day our hearts should be always 
lifted up in prayer, performing our work as unto 
the Jjord. How else can we imagine it possible 
to keep down the workings of our corrupt nature? 
Will a soldier do his duty if he only fight now 
and then ? No : he must be always on his guard. 
If he sleep on his post he is punished with torture 
or death. Even so must we be continuallv on the 
watch, continually crying to the Lord for help, 
for our help is in the naine of tlie Lord. We can do 
nothing as of ourselves. This is the warfare which 
we have to fight, to preserve a continual temper 
of holiness. This it is which we must earnestly 
covet. 

And that we may eo covet it as to obtain it St. 
Paul proceeds to show us an excellent way to 
obtain it. This way is described in the following 
chapter as with the tongue of men and angels. The 
way is charity, or love to each other, which may 
be considered not only as that which transcends 
other gifts, but as the means of attaining other 
gifts which are useful whether for the ministry, or 
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for communion with Him. Let any one try the 
experiment, and he will find that charity is a 
passport to the presence of God, that want of cha- 
rity hinders our communion with God, and that 
even a temporary, even a momentary incursion of 
evil such as anger will immediately put a stop to 
all the blessed influence of the Spirit of the Lord 
on our spirit. 

If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re- 
memherest that thy brother hath ought against thee, 
leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, 
first be reconciled to thy brother and then come and 
offer thy gift. "We offer a gift that we may attain 
a better gift. Now in order to attain any gift from 
the Holy Ghost this is pre-required, that our 
hearts be thoroughly cleansed. It is the very 
nature of the blessed grace of God that it will not 
mix with any evil passion. A purified disposition 
is absolutely necessary for receiving it. / will 
wash mine hands in innocency, and so will I go to 
thine altar. If when in the act of praying or me- 
ditating any thing intervene which causes ua to 
give way though but for a moment to our carnal 
nature, the work is interrupted, and cannot be 
resumed till we have made all straight by saying 
from the heart " Lord Jesu forgive me this sin." 

Froward thoughts separate from God, and wis- 
dom enters not into a malicious soul. Ifwewish any 
thing heavenly to enter into our hearts we must 
labour to preserve the temper of holiness towards 
the Lord and charity towards each other, not only 
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during our prayers and meditations, but all day- 
long, during every moment of the day. 

Now, concerning charity, I do not ask you if 
you are in charity with all that part of mankind 
whom you have never seen ? I do not ask if you 
are in charity with all the inhabitants of this or 
that particular town, or with all those friends and 
acquaintance with whom you have no collisions of 
interests or clashings of temper ; if you are in 
charity with all these what thanks have ye ? But 
I ask, are you in perfect charity with your wife or 
husband, your brothers or sisters, your servants or 
masters, your nearest friends and relations, your 
superiors or inferiors in office, your fellow-labour- 
ers, — are you in perfect charity with all with whom 
you daily converse 1 If you complain of this per- 
son's defective temper or that person's evil con- 
duct, of injuries from one, of provocations from 
another, of neglects from a third, I ask you for 
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ to consider 
these few things : — 

Consider that herein consists the principal part 
of our warfare, not in being overcome of evil, but 
in overcoming evil with good. Consider that cha- 
rity is the end of the commandment and the fulfil- 
ling of the laio, the test of regeneration and the 
means of attaining spiritual gifts, and that charity 
is to be evinced, not where it cannot be exerted, 
but where it can. Consider that other person's 
defects ought not to be to you an occasion of sin, 
but an occasion of charity ; that if you were what 
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you ought to be they would not and could not pro- 
voke you to sinful anger, or to fail in charity ; 
that if you be provoked to sinful anger or to fail in 
charity, let whosoever or whatsoever be the imme- 
diate cause, the radical cause is in some unmorti- 
fied, carnal temper of your own. Fret not thyself 
against the evil doers, neither be thou envious against 
the workers of iniquity. Cease from anger and for- 
sake wrath ; fret not thyself in any vAse to do evil. 
Delight thyself also in the Lord, and he sitall give 
thee the desires of thine heart. Consider that you 
are called upon to love your neighbour not be- 
cause he is a holy, righteous, just, and perfect 
person, but to love him as yourself. You can 
accuse yourself of many faults and defects, yet 
you love yourself notwithstanding : you do your- 
self what good you can ; you desire heartily your 
own good, and pray fervently for your own wel- 
fare. Just so you are called upon to love your 
neighbour notwithstanding his defects, to do what 
good you can to him, to desire heartily his good, 
and pray fervently for his welfare. Consider what 
a world it would be if there were no such thing as 
forbearance and forgiveness, and that to inculcate 
forbearance and foi^iveness the King of glory died 
upon the cross, praying for forgiveness for his 
enemies. Consider that hereunto were ye called ; 
to enlarge and soften your heart, so as to conquer 
or extirpate all little miserable passions ; to put 
on as ■ the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
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suffering ; forbearing one another and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a qiuirrel against any r 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And 
above all these things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts. These considerations should 
prevail with you even where you have, (which 
is rarely the case,) great wrongs and injuries to 
forgive : how much more when you have nothing 
to forgive but some foolish, trifling, perhaps 
imaginary provocation ? You must learn to feel 
compassion (and which of us does not need it?) 
and when you have begun to feel compassion, 
you have got a great way towards feeling love. 
But chiefly you must pray to God most heartily 
and fervently for those with whom you are most 
in danger of being at enmity, for those against 
whom you feel the risings of enmity. If you 
refuse to do this you have no claim to charity; 
you fail, not in any trifling point, but in the 
greatest commandments of the law. 

But if you thus do your duty towards those 
who are and ought to be the chief objects of 
your charity or love, having compassion instead 
of resentment for them, doing what good you 
can to them, heartily desiring their good, and 
fervently praying for their welfare ; then you may 
remember your gift which you left at the altar; 
come and ofier it, and you shall receive a hun- 
dredfold. Come for all things are now ready.. 
Thy light shall break forth as the morning, und 
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thine health shall spring forth speedily : and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee ; the glory of 
the Lord shall be thy rereward. Then shalt tliou 
call, and the Lord shall answer ; thou shalt cry 
and he shall say Here I am. Ask what you will, 
and it shall he done for you, Wliatsoever ye shall 
ask the father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, He will give it you. Hitherto ye have 
asked nothing m his name. Ask and ye shall re- 
ceive that your joy may be full. Having fol- 
lowed after charity, now is the time to desire 
spiritual gifts; having cleansed your heart from 
malice and such like evils, you will find that it 
will now receive the sincere milk of the word. 
Ask what you will. Do you desire any gift of 
the Holy Ghost which may adorn the doctrine 
of Christ, and set forth the glory of God ? It 
shall be given you ; for it is in a cleansed and 
purified heart that the gifts and graces of the 
Holy Ghost delight to dwell. What gift or 
what grace which could make you adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour or facilitate your 
comnmnion with Him did you ever ask in vain, 
having a cleansed and purified heart? What gift 
or grace did you ever ask in the name and in 
the spirit of Christ that He refused you? 



Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, vuyesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Galatians vi. 14. 

But God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

These words contain a caution against one of the 
most inveterate evils of our corrupt nature ; I mean 
the sin of pride ; of which we generally take up 
with very superficial notions, fancying it to con- 
sist in such things as a lofty demeanour towards 
each other. We do not readily apprehend the 
length and breadth and depth and height of this 
disease. Its poison is infused into all that we say 
or do or think. Let us do what we will, and say 
what we will, Pride is always ready to flatter us 
with '' well said." It assumes the office of the 
great Judge, saying well done, though indeed it 
cannot add good and faithful servant. What sin 
and what woe has it not occasioned ! What was it 
but pride which occasioned the sins and the 
punishment of Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, of 
Jezebel and Herod? All these gloried in their 
power and royal authority till Divine punishment 
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convinced them that pride was not made for man. 
Absalom glories in his birlh and loses his life. 
Rehoboam glories in his youth and loses his em- 
pire. Goliah glories in his strength and is slaiu 
by a stripling. The daughter of Herodias glories 
in her beanty and is hardened to instigate the 
murder of one who was more than a prophet. The 
Jews glory in their expectation of an earthly Mes- 
siah and crucify the Lord of glory. The Greeks 
glory iu their learning and esteem the preaching 
of the cross foolishness. The preacher himself, 
unless the Lord prevent him, glories in what he 
preaches against glorying. We glory in every 
thing within us and in every thing about us. We 
glory in our evil works, we glory in our good 
works, and we glory in our indifferent works. We 
glory in our sins, and we glory in our repentance, 
and rather than want something of our own to 
glory in, we glory in our shame. We glory iit 
that which unless repented of will work our eter- 
nal misery, and we glory in that which if it were 
not for our pride would work our eternal happi- 
ness. Pride spoils all. It is the last and strongest 
resource of the tempter, who if he cannot keep us 
from good works answers his own ends by making 
us proud of them. The more we advance in a 
religious life the more powerful are the tempta*; 
tions to pride, as the haze is magnified by the same 
telescope which carries the eye into distant regions . 
of space. It often hinders us from repenting from 
our sins ; it often hinders our advancing in reli- 
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gion ; and it often turns that advancement into the 
most dangerous snare. The pride of a Pharisee, 
otherwise blameless, is worse that the sins of a 
sinful publican. That a creature should look 
inwards to glory in itself though surrounded by 
the matchless glories of the Creator shows the 
perverseness of our nature, and that having eyes 
we see not. Pride is an incurable disease. It is 
a leprosy which is so wrought into the walls of 
the house that the house cannot be cleansed till it 
be taken down and built again. Nothing more 
than pride shows the necessity of our body being 
crumbled into dust in order to be made over again. 
Nothing more than pride makes the best of men 
cry out O wretched man ! Who shall deliver me 
from this body of death ? 

The danger of pride is apparent from hence, 
that it is not only expressly forbidden by our 
Saviour, but that it is a temper of the same nature 
as that which shuts Him out finally and irrevoca- 
bly from the heart. If we fflori/ in our own works 
and merits we in some degree trust in our own 
works and merits; and if we trust in our own 
works and merits how shall we trust in the merits 
how shall we be saved by the merits of our Sa- 
viour ? If St. Paul hoped to be found in Him not 
having his own righteousness, can we think it safe 
to indulge self-complacency for a moment ? Is it 
■not the nature of every disease to increase itself 
till it becomes desperate 1 

But though pride be a disease and an incurable 
disease, there are many powerful remedies against 
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it, which, though they cannot deliver us from it, 
may, Divine grace concurring, lessen its power 
over us. 

The first remedy against pride is to be aware of 
it. He that says he has no pride may as well say 
he has no flesh and blood. Being aware of it, 
being aware of having an incurable disease from 
which only death will thoroughly deliver us, we 
must be content even to prepare to fight against it 
all our lives. We must starve it out as much as 
possible. We must beware of nourishing it. It 
is indeed a weed that grows without nourishment. 
Yet we nourish it both in society and solitude. 
Now in society 

It is a remedy against pride to resolve never to 
seek our own glory, never to vaunt, never to intend 
that by direct or indirect inferences from what we 
say others should form a high opinion of us, but 
rather to advance the Lord's glory and our neigh- 
bour's comfort or edification ^fcasijij/Am^tw/iis^oorf, 
to edification, for even Christ pleased not himself. 

It is also a remedy against pride instead of 
courting those who stand in no need of our cour- 
tesy and kindness, to reserve our courtesy and 
kindness for those whom it may benefit ; not to 
love greetings in the market-place, not to suffer our 
eyes to rove after the wealthiest and greatest, not 
to mind high things or high persons, but to coitde- 
scend to those of low estate. How kind and cour- 
teous was the Lord Jesus to any poor woman who 
approached Him! His whole conversation was 
among the poor, and tliat person who aspired the 
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least was always the highest in his esteem. Our 
blessed Lord reproved the Scribes and Pharisees 
for loving the highest rooms at feasts and the chief 
places in synagogues. How many Pharisees are 
there among us who call ourselves Christians ! 
This spirit, so contrarj' to the spirit of Christ, this 
pushingworldlydisposition brings with it in reality 
no advantage whatever. Worldly wisdom is only 
another name for cunning, and cunning supposes 
a course of action different from that which those 
pursue who remember that the eye of the Lord is 
upon them. All is cunning, and not wisdom 
which does not bear the test of his all-seeing eye- 
Do you desire reputation and esteem among men? 
Be indifferent about it. Trust your reputation 
altogether to the hands of the Lord, and never fear 
but that those that honour Hwi He will honour. 

It ia also a remedy against pride to consider 
how small a matter it is to be judged of men who 
have no power to fix our everlasting state. He that 
judgeth is the Lord. Not that the esteem of wise, 
discerning, and regenerate persons is to be under- 
valued. Wise, discerning, and regenerate persons 
are the saints of the Lord, if there be any saints 
on earth; and the opinions of such, that is, of 
such as judge according to the rules of the Gospel, 
may give us comfort hope and encouragement in 
well-doing. 

But it is chiefly perhaps in solitude that we have 
to contend against pride. In sohtude 

It is a remedy against pride to call to mind 
twice every day, morning and evening, in your 
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prayers all of which your conscience accuses vou; 
so to search and try your ways as to bring to mind 
clearly, with a view to confession and repentance 
not only all of which you can accuse yourself on 
this or that particular day, but all of which you 
can accuse your former self, the blackest, the most 
deformed, the most unsightly of all the workings 
and effects of a carnal unregenerate mind. Do 
not spare yourself in this respect. What avails it 
to wear a mask before the Lord 1 ' ' Dissemble and 
cloke" nothing, hut confess all with a "humble, 
penitent, and contrite heart." Thou hast made me 
to serve with thy sijis, thou hast wearied me with 
thine iniquities. I even I am He that hlotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins. Put me in remembrance: let us 
plead together : declare thou, that thou mayest be 
justified. This will give you confidence towards 
God. It will teach you to acquaint yourself toith 
Him and be at peace. It will give ease to your 
heart, and keep pride away from it. 

It is a remedy against pride never to suffer your 
thoughts to dwell on any good thing that you 
have done. Have you by the Lord's grace been 
enabled to do any good thing ? Forget it. Forget 
those things which are behind. Press forwards to 
those things which arc before. Let Jiot your left 
hand know what your right hand doeth saith the 
Lord. Observe, there is much significancy in this 
expression of the left hand. By the left hand we 
may understand our carnal nature iu contradis- 
tinction to our better or regenerate nature. Let 
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not your left hand know ; let not your carnal na- 
ture take any occasion to exalt itself; let not the 
old man be puffed up with conceit at those deeds 
which the new man has, by preventing and assist- 
ing grace, been enabled to perform. 

It is a remedy against pride rightly to observe 
the apostolic injunction of unceasing prayer. This 
is the Scripture standard. Why should it be 
softened or explained away ? It is not impossible; 
it is not difficult to those who are accustomed to 
this discipline. The hearts of such are always 
ready to mount, so that they say, do, and think 
nothing without prayer to the Holy Trinity for 
permission, counsel, assistance, and blessing. 

It is a remedy against pride to remember our 
last account; that the hour is fast approaching 
when we shall be called upon to render it up ; 
that the day is very near, no one knows how near 
which will pass us into another state of life where 
we shall appear before that Judge, who though 
above angels, principalities and powers, assumed 
the forna of a man, the servant of all, despised 
and rejected, that Judge who when upon earth 
by every action showed that He resisteth the proud 
and giveth grace to the humble. For indeed 

Lastly the words of the text suggest the proper 
remedy for pride. God forbid that I should glory 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. When 
we are inclined to be proud of any little thing let 
our imagination bring to our view the cross with 
the Lord of Life the King of Glory hanging upon 
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it, with the iron driven through the palms of 
his- hands and the soles of his feet. Let us glory- 
now if we can. Which of us who glories in any 
little thing could resolve to look such a death as 
this in the face? Which of us would give himself 
up to be crucified, to be crucified for others, to be 
crucified for the sin of others, to be crucified for 
the sin of others more beneath us than the poorest 
beggar is beneath the greatest prince ? Do we 
desire to glory ? Let us glory in having the same 
spirit of suffering, of dying to the world, of humi- 
lity, meekness and forgiveness, of rewarding good 
for evil, of patiently bearing the most outrageous 
wrongs, of making a sacrifice of ourselves for the 
good of others. 

Or if we cannot immediately attain to this per- 
fection, yet let us glory that our sins are forgiven 
by means of that precious blood, of that great 
sacrifice and atonement which was offered upon 
the cross ; let us glory in the light and comfort of 
that blessed Spirit proceeding from the Father and 
tlie Son who, unless we shut Him out by pride, 
will guide us with his counsel and receive us into 
glory, through the merits and mediation and the 
atoning blood of the Lord Jesus. 



iVoii? to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
ghry, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



SERMON XX. 



ON THE lord's WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT 

OUR SERVICES. 



Isaiah vi. 5 — 9. 

Then said I, woe is me ! for I am undone ; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of un- 
clean lips. . . . Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having 
a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs 
&om off the altar : and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, 
Lo, this hath touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying whom shall I send, and who will go for us ? 
Then said I, Here am I ; send me. And he said. Go. 

O HAPPY prophet ! Happy in being purified, in 
being consecrated, in being sent to announce the 
glad tidings of the birth in human flesh of the 
same Saviour whom thou sawest in his glory ! (For 
that it was Christ whom Isaiah saw seven hundred 
years before his birth in human flesh St. John 
plainly declares in his Gospel, where he says, con- 
cerning this very part of Scripture, these things 
said Esaias when he saw his glory (the glory of 
Jesus Christ,) and spake of Him. Yet this case of 
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the prophet Isaiah concerns us more nearly than is 
at first sight apprehended. The first part of the text 
is clearly applicable to ns all. Woe is me ! for I 
am undone ; because I am a man of unclean lips. 
This is the great difficulty with us all. This is 
what prevents all happy communion with God. 
Now the first thing to be done is to feel the full 
weight of this confession. Before our heart can 
rejoice in the Lord it must be broken. We must 
be convinced of sin; convinced of all our ungodly 
deeds, of all our hard speeches, of all our mur- 
miirings, complainings, walking after our own 
lusts. Wc must be afflicted in spirit, mourn, and 
weep, that Christ may wipe away our tears, and 
lay ourselves before Him in the dust that He may 
take us up. When without any reservation what- 
soever, with humble, plain confession, and the 
most bitter and heartfelt sorrow and remorse we 
lay before onr Saviour all of which our conscience 
may accuse us, saying " Lord Jesus ! 1 plead no- 
thing but thy mercy, nothing but thy word ; thou 
hast said Come all that are heavy laden unto me ; 
him that Cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out. 
I desire to turn to thee with my whole heart and 
soul, and that thou mayest be my Lord and King, 
enthroned in my heart, governing every action, 
thought, and word- There is no comer in my 
heart where I would not have thee reign. Would 
that thou wcrt here again that I might lay myself 
in the dust before thee and touch the hem of thy 
garment to be cleansed from my unrighteousness. 
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As thou hast witnessed all my wickedness, all the 
workings of my carnal, unregenerate mind, all 
which it grieveth my heart to remember and my 
tongue to utter, I call thee now both to witness 
and confirm my better resolutions, and I desire to 
obey thee without any reserve whatsoever." 

If without reservation or hypocrisy we thus lay 
open our heart to the Lord Jesus that He may 
break it and renew it, and stamp his own image 
upon it, — if we thus draw near with a true heart, 
in full assurance of faith, then He will sprinkle 
our hearts from an evil conscience, then He will 
absolve us as thoroughly as He did the prophet 
Isaiah, then He will send one of the seraphims unto 
us, having a live coal in his hand, to lay it upon our 
mouth and say Lo this hath touched thy lips ; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 
We may be as sure of having forgiveness as the 
prophet was assured by the vision. For this is the 
covenant which the Lord mxiketh with us. Let us 
on our part receive his laws into our hearts and 
minds, and He on his part mil remember no more 
our sins and iniquities. This is plain dealing. This 
gives us boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus. Forgiveness now is matter of 
faith. All doubts and fears we should scatter to 
the winds. It is childish to have any doubts 
about it. We are bound to believe that our ini- 
quity is taken away and our sin purged. 

The prophet having been thus absolved and 
justified before the Lord and consecrated to his 
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ofticej with what cheerful alacrity does he enter 
upon his work ! He hears the voice of the Lord 
saying whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 
Then said he Here am I; send me. Even thus 
should you, who have scripturul grounds for assur- 
ance of forgiveness of the past, address yourselves 
with joyful alacrity to the Lord's service for the 
future, if not as a priest or prophet yet as a 
preacher of righteousness, a preacher by good 
example, by example to the believers in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
The encouragement that you have for this is that 
your own sins are forgiven ; and now that you have 
passed over the bridge yourself, your Lord requires 
that you should lend your hand to help others 
over. He desires that none should perish, but that 
all should come to salvation, and that we should, 
under his providence and direction be the means 
of each other's salvation. Do not fear that the 
Lord will despise your services. Consciousness of 
guilt may have made you doubt as to your being 
an acceptable servant of the Lord : but He has 
not been unwilling to send you; you have been 
unwilling to go. You have been unwilling to 
deny your carnal appetites, to renounce your 
worldly interests, to reform your slothful habits. 
Yon have been unwilling to gird up the loins of 
your mind. You have had a thousand excuses, of 
marriage, merchandize, land, or oxen. There is 
no business, no idle sport or conversation which 
you have not preferred to your Lord's serv'ice. 
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You have been willing to engage in any thing 
rather than in that. You have been as backward 
to enter into the Lord's service as Jonah. You 
have said like Moses whom am I that I should go 
unto Pharaoh ? Lord I am not eloquent^ but I am 
slow of speech^ and of a slow tongue. You have 
denied your Lord, or at least have been slow to 
confess Him before men when his service required 
it. The Lord represents himself as wanting ser- 
vants. He says Who will go for us? If you say 
like the prophet Here am I ; send me; He will say 
Go. He will not say, '' No, for thou art a man 
of unclean lips." He will close with you at once 
and accept your offer of service. Is He not able, 
— is He not willing to wipe away your stains and 
consecrate you to his service ? His chosen servants 
have not been free from stain. Alas ! what service 
would be rendered to Him here if He had none 
but spotless messengers ? Let not then our un- 
worthiness discourage us from entering with joyful 
alacrity into his service. Have you hitherto 
thought it impossible so to walk as to please God, 
so to run as to obtain ? Have you lived hitherto 
without hope, and therefore vnthout God in the 
world? Has He been the object of your fear rather 
than of your love ? Look unto Christ lifted up for 
your offences, and see the hand-writing against you 
nailed to his cross ^ and the rough way becomes smooth. 
His atonement is the coal from the altar by which 
our iniquity is taken away and our sin purged. 
What remains then but that we should say Lord 
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/ am thy servant, for thou hast loosed my bonds ? 
Thou hast anointed my head with oil and my cup 
shall he full. Thou shalt convert viy soul and had 
me in the paths of righteousness for thy name's sake. 
Let us arise, leave all in heart and spirit, and follow 
Him. Do you ask what is required of you as a 
pardoned and justified, an accredited and conse- 
crated servant of Christ? Let your light so shine 
in that sphere in which you are placed that men 
may see your good ivorks, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. By your fruits you shall he 
known. Pray without ceasing , in solitude, in your 
family, and at public worship : Love the brethren, 
he pitiful, be courteous, not rendering euil for evil 
and railing for railing, hut contrariwise blessing. 
For hereunto were ye called, for love is the fulfilling 
of the law. Be kindly affectioned one to another, 
in honour preferring one another ; not slothful iji 
bu^Tiess, fervent in spirit, for this is serving the 
Lord. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and Gud 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour, praise, and 
glory, might, majesty, dominion, and thanksgiving, 
fir ever and ever. Amen. 



THE END, 



', THnlers, St. John'i Sqiinre, London 
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